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  Reasons to a little more cheerful, 1998:
  ----------------------------------------

U.S. District Judge Gene Carter ruled that language in a 1996
law, that defines child pornography as a visual depiction that
appears to be a minor engaging in sex, was unconstitutionally vague.

The UK's Royal College of Psychiatrists firmly declared that there 
is no empirical evidence for the claims that have been made about 
recovered memory, multiple personality and satanic ritual abuse.

Several studies show that the re-offending rate for paedophiles
is far lower than the Child Abuse Industry would have people
believe.

Cryptography regulations continue to be a total shambles,
worldwide.

Batch of books and films (Henry Fool, Lolita, Dream Children,
How I Learned To Drive, Alan Bennett's Talking Heads, etc) 
dealing with paedophilia/es released, none really positive, 
but better than silence or previous representations of us.  
First really in-depth book study of the history of "the 
paedophile" in the USA. Matthew Parris's "Call off the lynch-mob" 
article is published in The Times (London).  Channel 4 
documentary about paedophiles shown.

Slight change in the mood about children's sexuality - 
some are at least prepared to admit in print that it 
exists.

Several conferences on child nudity (Florida, Italy), 
activist conferences (Greece, Catalonia, Boston, and
I think there was a NAMBLA conference too), and a 
successful one-day conference in Rotterdam which 
showcased compelling academic work on child-adult love. 

Boy-lovers consolidate their position on the web, get their
own servers thanks to a funding drive.  A smaller circle of 
girl-love sites begins to grow. Most sites stay up, one way 
or another, even if the big ones like the PLF and TYFLAS 
don't grow much. Opelia Editions gets its catalogue up on 
the web as Alessandra's Smile.  More paedo mailing-lists 
appear.

USA evangelical witchhunt against art photographers (the 
Barnes and Noble cases...) ends in a stalemate "wrist slap", 
but generates huge amounts of valuable free publicity for 
the artists concerned, and debate about child nudity in art.
Several art/academic journals produce special anti-censorship
issues on child nudity.

Charlie Chaplin "outed" in new biography.

UK video vendor wins court case over child naturism 
videos - possible knock-on effect in the Peenhill case.

UK porn police seize Mapplethorpe art photography book 
from university library, make themselves an international 
laughing stock.

1996 Communications Decency Act struck down.  The Child 
Pornography Protection Act of 1996 was ruled unconstitutional
by a federal judge and may now go to the supreme court. The 
new Child Online Protection Act comes under serious attack 
in the US courts and seems likely to be ruled unconstitutional 
in 1999.

Several successful challenges in the courts in both the 
USA and the UK mean that, for instance, state sex offender 
registers can be ruled unconstitutional, "Megans Law" is
severely weakened, UK local authorities can be sued for libel 
over paedophile allegations made by social workers, plea-
bargaining in return for testimony (the lever by which many 
unsafe convictions have been secured in many notorious 
"sex abuse" cases) ruled illegal in US, "Tin Drum" censorship 
case won, etc.

Neo-nazi involvement with UK anti-paedophile campaigns
exposed in the mainstream press.

Genisis P. Orridge announces he will return to the 
UK to play the Royal Festival Hall in May 1999, after
years in exile in the USA, caused by harrasment by 
hysterical social workers after a dubious Channel 4
documentary about Satanic Abuse.

Any more that I've missed ?

----------------------------------------------------------------


  The things those crazy rock kids say... :)

  "My first sexual experience was wearing my sister's 
   Brownie skirt with nothing underneath and a belt.
   I got tingles."  Tiny Wood, Ultrasound (in the NME).
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   [ Press-cuttings round-up ]

* UK: UK study shows mimimal re-offending rate for paedophiles
* UK: Confessionals should be glass, say anti-abuse group
* USA: Man's prison death raises hard questions
* Snippets
* Crypto news
* Feature article about breasts at puberty
* Rebuttal of UNICEF affiliate's claims about Jap sex tourism
* Chris Brand submission to the BBC's 'Talking Points'
* Book Notes
* Movie references


UK, 2nd Jan 99
-----------------------------------------------------------

A landmark study into a sex offender therapy programme
has shown that just 3.2 per cent of paedophiles were 
reconvicted of a sexual offence.

The study tracked more than 150 people on the West Midlands
Probation Service programme.  Launched five years ago, it
is the largest of its kind in the UK and has already seen
300 offenders pass through.

Manager David Middleton said "The size of the sample, the 
length of the study and the very thorough evaluation of the
programme is what makes this a landmark study."

Ministers recently announced that the Probation Service 
will get an extra 127 million, enabling it to carry out 
extended supervision of paedophiles.  However, there are 
now plans to scrap the 54 regional probation services
and replace them with a national Offender Risk and Control 
Service. This would emphasise the control and policing 
of offenders rather than their rehabilitation.

-----------------------------------------------------------



UK, 3rd Jan 99
-----------------------------------------------------------

_Hume in child sex clash_
  
  THE traditional privacy of the Roman Catholic Church's
confessional box is being challenged by campaigners against
child abuse. They want it to have a glass door so that 
confessions between priests and children can be seen by 
the churchgoers.

"Children should not be alone in a confessional box with a
priest," says the campaign group, Christian Survivors of
Sexual Abuse. Cardinal Basil Hume, the Archbishop of
Westminster, has denounced the suggestion as outrageous. 

The group says an alternative to glass confessionals 
would be for confessions by children to take place 
in open church.  Its proposals are contained in a leaflet, 
entitled Safe Church, Safe Children, distributed by the 
group to dioceses throughout Britain.

Hume has written to the the group, saying he does not want
the leaflet distributed in his diocese. "To suggest that
children should never be alone in the confessional is
outrageous," he said. "I believe this statement only
compounds the media image of priests as paedophiles
awaiting their prey."

-----------------------------------------------------------



USA: Man's prison death raises hard questions
-----------------------------------------------------------

 Dec 31, 1998

 Life in California's prisons is harsh. It's worse if you
are a convicted child molester like Michael Howard Gorham,
who feared a prison transfer would cost him his life -- and
it did.
 Gorham pleaded with state Department of Corrections
officials upon learning more than a year ago that he was
about to be moved from Ione's Mule Creek Prison to a
higher-security facility.
 In letters, the inmate wrote that "I will be assaulted
because of my charges and my physical appearance." He
begged officials not to put his "life at risk" and to stop
"this transfer to my death."
 Gorham was moved in November 1997 to California State
Prison, Sacramento, also known as New Folsom prison, which
is a_ _maximum-security prison. Two weeks later, he was
found tied to his bunk, sexually assaulted and strangled
with pieces of a bed sheet.
 Gorham's cellmate, Stanley Jay Williams, 42, was charged
with his murder. A number of troubling questions are
expected to arise when Williams' preliminary hearing opens
next week in Sacramento Superior Court.
 Gorham's screams for help the night of the murder may have
been ignored by officers, according to investigative
reports by California State Prison, Sacramento, that were
obtained by The Bee recently and show that observers gave
conflicting accounts of events that night.
 Records on file in the Tehama County Courthouse show
Gorham was convicted in 1993 of lewd and lascivious acts
with a child under 14 in Corning, a small town near Red
Bluff.
 Investigative reports from New Folsom prison give the
following account of interviews conducted after the
homicide:
 One inmate told officers that other prisoners were
"conspiring" against the dozen guards on duty the night of
the murder, apparently trying to pin blame on them unfairly.
 The inmate is quoted as saying: "They are saying things
like, 'Don't you remember last night, hearing that inmate
(Gorham) yelling, "Get me out of here"?' None of that
happened, nobody yelled, 'Get me out of this cell.' " 
However, the same inmate told investigators he "heard
scuffling, banging and gagging" coming from Gorham's cell,
232, which was next door to his cell.
 Another half-dozen inmates in the same area of the prison
claimed they, too, heard screams and the sound of pounding
and kicking. They said they earlier heard Gorham or
Williams ask to be moved.
 Gorham had been placed in cell 130 with another inmate who
began yelling loudly that Gorham was a "chester" -- slang
for molester. After Gorham was beaten, he was removed from
that cell, the investigative reports say.
 Gorham was not at Folsom's maximum-security prison for
long before he was found murdered.
 Gorham and Williams, another inmate in protective custody,
were alone in the cell for 27 hours and 40 minutes before
the body was discovered. Officers told investigators they
saw nothing unusual.
 Williams, a convicted rapist from Los Angeles County, has
refused to explain Gorham's death.
 Statewide, 15 inmates were killed at the hands of other
inmates, records show.

-----------------------------------------------------------



Snippets:
-----------------------------------------------------------

Irish Times:

About one-third of all sexual offenders are teenagers who
offend, typically, while babysitting. [...]  In the Dublin 
treatment project for adolescent offenders with which I am 
associated, only one of the 44 young men who have completed 
treatment has reoffended and that was a minor offence 
which was picked up immediately. [...] only about 5 per cent 
of child sexual abuse cases are prosecuted [...]

--

30th Dec 98

Three UK prisons are experimenting with phasing 
out Rule 43 segregation of paedophiles from 
other prisoners.  Rule 43 groups prisoners in
special accomodation for their own protection.

-----------------------------------------------------------



Crypto news:
-----------------------------------------------------------

30th December 1998

The Cato Institute's new report, "Encryption Policy for 
the 21st Century: A Future without Government-Prescribed 
Key Recovery", says efforts by the U.S. government to 
restrict the export of strong encryption technology are
doomed because hackers have and will continue to make 
and use encryption software without heed to government 
controls. 

The people who would really be hurt, says the study, are
people who use public key encryption legally, for commerce. 

The government's aim is to thwart transactions involving child
pornography and gambling. But neither type of criminal
would likely accede to government demands for a copy of key
words that could be use to unscramble their data.  The 
government's bigger fear, as yet unspoken, is that cryptography
will make tax evasion easier.

Solveig Singleton, director of information studies for the
Washington-based Cato Institute, says that "for encryption
regulations to work at all, they must be enacted by every
country," thereby giving the keys to tyrants, and thus
"disabling one of the most potent weapons against
oppression ever devised." 

Singleton argues for a world in which "strong encryption is
freely available, inexpensive and exportable," because the
alternative is a "system of universal or almost universal
controls."

-----------------------------------------------------------



Feature article:
-----------------------------------------------------------

_The mark of a woman_
 
02/01/99

AT THE back of the bus on the school trip we sang a song
my mother taught me: "Do your tits hang low, can you swing
them to and fro, can you tie them in a knot, can you tie
them in a bow? Can you swing them over your shoulder like a
regimental soldier, do your tits hang low?"

On the same trip, I tied the ends of my blouse high up
around my midriff. The fabric ballooned about my upper
torso, creating an illusion of something. Dylan said he
could see my cleavage. I barely had one, but later that
year I read in a magazine that you should use blusher
between your bosoms for emphasis. I staggered to discos in
orange tights with a rash of sparkly pink across my chest.

 Breasts are powerfully symbolic, devastatingly real. A
paradigm of potency and vulnerability, they mark the
confluence of the maternal and the erotic, of lawless
Nature and the nurturer. And in the end they can play
traitor.

During puberty, the ache for first blood is a private
desire. But those tingling bumps are a noisy, public
heralding of womanhood that invite comment and require
commitment to a life you have yet to reckon with. In the
changing room you are separated from your flat-fronted
sister, lonely, with only a ribald promise of what Nature
intends for comfort.

I badgered mother to buy me a bra. We went to the department
store. 30AA. Now I swell and soften with hormones natural
or out of a packet; now I take a D cup and my 11-year-old
self does cartwheels. But corsetry is another country.

[...]

Our culture fetishises the female form across the
continuum from the bud-breasted supermodel Kate Moss to the
HH assets of the latest identikit porn queen. But a
standard has emerged via the Pamela Anderson Lee-a-likes of
tight, pert hemispheres grafted onto a hipless boy's body.
[...]

-----------------------------------------------------------



Usenet does have its uses...
-----------------------------------------------------------

Dec 98

Re: a claim was reported by Asahi News, that "300,000 Japanese 
take child sex tours to the Philippines every year", which
was made at UNICEF's Global Forum in Tokyo, by CASPAR 
(Campaign to Stop the Prostitution of Asian Children and to 
Protect Their Rights).

--

One person wrote:

http://www.sorifu.go.jp/whitepaper/naisei/kanko/h9/hyo2.html
Yes, it's a site of the 'Sourifu' or Prime Minister's
Office of Japan.  Here's the latest destination stats 
for Japanese travellers...

America:   5,182,940
Hong Kong: 1,508,552
S Korea:   1,438,086
China:     1,018,621
Taiwan:      834,660
Australia:   773,910
Singapore:   740,047
Thailand:    693,657
Italy:       477,580
UK:          400,890
N Mariana:   391,809
Indonesia:   383,818
Canada:      348,263
Philippines: 308,249 <<---
France:      306,682
Malaysia:    244,674
Germany:     244,473
New Zealand: 150,819
Spain:       129,766
Switzerland: 105,676

So if we were to believe 300,000 child sex crimes allegedly
commited by Japanese men for Philippines alone, it looks 
like only 8,249 people out of the 308,249 Japanese travellers 
didn't buy.  I guess they must be monks.

--

Another commented:

Most of [Japanese travel] to SE Asia is "packaged," 
meaning that they includes several countries such 
as Hong Kong (now China), Thailand, Singapore, 
and Philippine.  They don't need visas for short stay.
[...] In addition, we may consider that many of
the Japanese travelers to Philippine will include 
female college students and couples who are unlikely 
to be engaged in buying prostitutes.

-----------------------------------------------------------


Chris Brand's -- CONTRIBUTION INTENDED FOR BBC's 'TALKING 
POINT' DISCUSSION ON THE INTERNET & PAEDOPHILIA
-----------------------------------------------------------

       _On 'Talking Point', as of 11th April 1998, 
  72% of the BBC's visitors had voted that 'paedophiles' 
                should be jailed for life_

I wish a distinction were more often made in the media
between 'paedophilia' and 'child sex killing.' After
Shakespeare, Lewis Carroll (1832-1898) is the English
author who is best known world-wide. Though a leading
mathematician and Oxford academic of his day, Carroll not
only wrote many stories with young girls like his 'Alice'
in mind. He also took photographs of such girls as scantily
clad as he could arrange; he told his sister that he spent
50% of his waking hours planning, undertaking and
reflecting upon his assignations with these girls; and he
eventually proposed marriage to his long-standing
favourite, Alice Liddell, when she was seventeen.[1]
Likewise the sexual/romantic taste of the top Anglo-Irish
writer Oscar Wilde (1854-1900) -- at 35, when he was a
father of two sons -- apparently ran to boys "very far
below age 20."[2] England's revered comic actor, Sir
Charlie Chaplin (1889-1977), apparently left the USA
because of the F.B.I.'s bringing "a morals charge with yet
another under-age girl."[3] I hope no-one would urge that
any modern of equivalents of Carroll, Wilde or Chaplin
would need to be 'locked up and the keys thrown away.' 

      The idea that paedophilia is invariably associated
with exploitative behaviour -- let alone with violence or
any other harm to children -- has no foundation in forensic
and psychological research.[4] So why do crimes by
paedophiles pre-occupy us more than crimes by homosexuals,
alcoholics and car drivers? -- Or more than the
seldom-punished sex crimes by young teenagers that not
uncommonly result in pregnancy for their under-age and
immature victims (sometimes even *pre*-teenagers)? 

      The fact is that paedophiles fill a convenient slot
for the popular press. In former times, 'witches', 'slum
landlords' and 'fat cats' could be blamed with impunity for
a wide range of ills. These groups had little way of
fighting back -- until people accused of witchcraft slowly
learned (by the eighteenth century) to level the same
charge against their accusers, until the private rented
sector collapsed and was replaced with vandalized council
tower blocks (by 1970), and until 'capitalists' could prove
(by 1980) that far worse poverty and misery occurred under
communism. Should paedophiles not be judged according to
such harm as any of them cause rather than by the
'revulsion' of tabloid editors who have only lately learned
to spell the word 'paedophilia'? There are many worse
things that can happen to a child in today's world of
broken families and early-onset sex than to meet a Carroll,
a Wilde or a Chaplin. -- Of course, sex-killing, rape,
bullying, deception and manipulation of youngsters are
outrageous whether committed by 'paedophiles', reckless
homosexuals, drunken heterosexual step-parents or
experimenting teenagers. 

_NOTES_ 

  1. See: *History Today 46*, 5, 1996, 'A picture of
innocence', Charles Townsend; and *Observer*, 8th March
1998, Natasha Walter. 
  2. *New Yorker*, 18th May 1998, Adam Gopnik. 
  3. *Literary Review*, May 1998, Sheridan Morley. 
  4. See: *New Statesman*, 21st August 1992, Edward Barrie
-- summarizing work by M. C. Baurmann for Germany's Justice
Department; and *Journal of Sex Research 34*, 3, 237-255,
1997, 'A meta-analytical review of findings from national
samples on psychological correlates of child sexual abuse',
Bruce Rind and Philip Tromovitch.

-----------------------------------------------------------



Book notes:
-----------------------------------------------------------
 
_The Man Program : Self-Help Counseling for Child 
Molesters_ by Jerry M. Goffman.  $12.95. Paperback 
(March 1986) Batterers Anoyn Pr; ISBN: 0961275421 

   [ Anyone heard of this ? ]

--

  [ Source for this seems a little dodgy.  Could be that 
    this is from a Mad-style 'spoof' web-page, but it might 
    turn out to be real... ]

Dr. Thomas E. Woody 
Doctoral theses: 
'Eroticism and current linguistic theory'
-- examined the philosophy of children's erotic language 
and linguistic theory.

Current book-in-progress: 'I'm Loving Your Children'
(work in progress).

--

1997 book, "Nevermore: The Hymen and the Loss of Virginity"
http://www.aronson.com/ppp/nevtoc.htm

Three chapters surveying defloration in literature and 
fairy tales.

-----------------------------------------------------------



Movie references:
-----------------------------------------------------------

Village Voice:

[...] the elliptically depicted pedophilia in Sam Fuller's 
*The Naked Kiss * [...] The iconic molestations of uncomfortable 
youngsters in *Fellini Satyricon*, Makavejev's *Sweet Movie*, 
and the obscure 1972 Japanese undergrounder *Emperor Tomato 
Ketchup *notwithstanding, visual portrayals of kid sex are
unsurprisingly rare. The 12-year-old-and-nude Brooke
Shields had no sex scenes in* Pretty Baby*, but she was
certainly the center of sexual attention. What's more
common is an unconscious swooning over nubility, the
rueful, are-you-sure-I-can't-fuck-her*-now*? romanticism
that Timothy Hutton harbored for Natalie Portman in
*Beautiful Girls*, and that Luc Besson's camera harbored
for Portman's pantied tush in *The Professional*. Consider
as well the unsavory gaze director John Duigan leveled on
crystal-eyed, 10-year-old Mischa Barton's nude figure in
the recent* Lawn Dogs*, in which the entire cast of
caricatured suburban clods go ballistic over her bonding
with lithe landscaper Sam Rockwell. With this scenario, 
and given Duigan's softcore resume, who can escape the 
whiff of Humbertian passion?

--

We live in an age of victims' rights. Humbert's Lolita,
for the most part, whimpered and coyly submitted. Today's
cinematic nymphets may not have heard of Amy Fisher, but at
least a minority of these minors attempt to avenge their
age and sex. In the imaginations of their (mostly male)
creators, fear of society's sanction has been transformed
into fear of a young girl's capacity for manipulation and
violence.

Earnest Lolitas have wandered through the recent films of
Atom Egoyan. But the doe-eyed daddy's girls of *Exotica* (a
schoolgirl-stripper) and *The Sweet Hereafter *(a
paraplegic-incest survivor) maintain an essential core of
innocence in a world that's irredeemably fallen. (Egoyan
also executive-produced another variation on the genre,
which screened at Cannes this year:* Babyface*, about a
mother who shares a lover with her 13-year-old daughter.)

Other Lolitas appear to have been born jaded or possessed.
*The Crush *(1993) introduced Alicia Silverstone as Darian,
a 14-year-old with terrifying powers. A young reporter
(insipid Cary Elwes) meets her when he rents the guest
house of her parents' Tudor mansion. But beware of girls
whose names resemble those of wealthy Connecticut suburbs.
Darian, smitten, steals his picture and begins rewriting
his articles. Our all-American hero is no Humbert
Humbert--though he's tempted by her blond, blue-eyed baby
fat, he certainly knows better. Darian's crush soon
escalates into psychiatric disorder as, in revenge, she
attempts to frame him.

*Wicked* (1997), which premiered at Sundance last winter,
is also set in the land of manicured lawns, pastel stucco,
and poor JonBenet Ramsey. Lolita becomes Electra in the
character of 15-year-old Julia (over-the-hill by Humbert's
standards), whose mother is murdered under mysterious
circumstances. Julia adjusts by donning her mother's
evening gowns and cooking for the father she adores. When
he spurns her adolescent charms, more nastiness is in store.

Mo Ogrodnik's *Ripe *(1997) might have offered some relief
from the paranoia surrounding newly nubile females. But
beneath its arty veneer, her first feature is punishing and
prurient. Violet and Rosie, 14-year-old fraternal twins,
escape from a car crash, leaving their mother and their
monstrous father to die. Violet, the pretty one, is always
flirting--Rosie is a tomboy. When she uses a shovel to
smash two rats having sex, you sense a splatterfest is
coming. They end up romping around an army base, where a
carpenter takes a shine to Violet, while Rosie learns to
use a gun. No one warns him that being Lolita's beau is
more than ever a dangerous occupation.

*Freeway *(1996) is a lowbrow Lolita spinoff with a sense
of irony--former *Pretty Baby *Brooke Shields plays the
wife of a sociopath who preys on young girls. Matthew
Bright's demented retelling of "Little Red Riding Hood"
stars Reese Witherspoon as 15-year-old Vanessa, an aging
nymphet with a troubled social profile. Her mother is a
prostitute; Mom's drug-addled boyfriend regularly paws her.
When they're arrested, Vanessa takes to the highway to
visit her grandmother. Along the way, her car breaks down
and she's picked up by Bob Wolverine, a blandly creepy
reform school counselor: he makes her open up her heart,
and then pulls out a knife. But this ferocious Lolita
finally rights society's wrongs.

Jennifer Montgomery's *Art for Teachers of Children *(1995)
is a film of a different order. This autobiographical
"docudrama" explores the affair Montgomery had when she was
14 with photographer Jock Sturges, who was then her prep
school freshman adviser. Though she's no fan of her former
"teacher" or his work, which sparked a 1989 FBI
investigation for child pornography, Montgomery refused to
collaborate with his prosecutors. Instead she retaliated
with this strangely ironic and melancholy film about a
young girl's sexual confusion and an older man's
overweening vanity. "There's nothing more dangerous than
boring men who make bad art," her mother says ruefully,
some 15 years after her daughter's deflowering. The
directors of today's Lolitas should take a lesson from her.

-----------------------------------------------------------
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   [ The ASGL-L archive page has been updated with 
     December's postings...
  
     http://208.232.135.168/asgl/archive.html  ]



'Surgeboy' writes:
---------------------------------------------------------------

'The Courier' wrote:
>Within minutes, in the European Art section I spotted an
>absolutely beautiful painting: "The Nut Gatherers," an oil by 
>William Adolphe Bouguereau, painted in 1882.  It depicts two 
>little girls laying down in a hidden spots in the woods, their
>features elegantly detailed in every way... words aren't going 
>to work :-)  Go see it yourselves.

I did.  I found a few nice pictures at the following site, and
I actually have a picture called 'Cupidon':
http://www.primenet.com/~byoder/artofwb.htm

'The Nut Gatherers' is at this address:
http://www.primenet.com/~byoder/wbnut.jpg

   [ Sanctuary kindly told me that the Bouguereau link
     I gave was out-of-date, so I went and found a 
     load more links, inc. a large scan of 'Cupidon',
     which are now on the "What's New" page of Fresh
     Petals.  Also, does anyone have a paper copy of
     Norman Rockwell's painting 'The Old Curiosity 
     Shop' which they could scan at high-res ? ]

--

I keep getting my posts listed as '?'.
Sorry, but I am a bit new here. I'll try to see to it that my
posts are appropriately signed.

'Surgeboy'
--------------------------------------------------------------



'Mach 1' writes:
--------------------------------------------------------------

Hi people,

Being my first appearance in this group, I want to congratulate you all
for the initiative you had to express yourselves here in order to share
thoughts and experiences related to a matter that involves two opposite
strong feelings: love and hate. Love in its highest degree of
manifestation towards the human being in its most beautiful period of
life and the hate of almost the whole world towards us for being unable
to understand our feelings and true intentions.

I always "forced" myself to be more interested in grown-up women of at
least the age 18. It was an attempt to fit myself in a more conventional
pattern. It was OK only when they looked young and natural. No make-up
or sensual clothes or a cheap-looking face.

When I was about 20, I had a David Hamilton Private Collection book and
Coquines by Jacques Bourboulon. The latter had the best pictures, a
superb quality in terms of good taste and beauty. In my country it was
quite common to have such books on a shelf in a living room or office
among other art books, but I preferred to have them with my private
stuff. Among the pictures, most of all of young teens, there were a few
of pre-pubescent girls and those were the ones that I liked to see more
often. Why? I couldn't understand that. My mind was a battlefield. I was
fighting against what I thought was unusual and inappropriate (I hate
this word). It wasn't a matter of morality or guilt for having "wrong"
thoughts. It was just because I never noticed anybody having emotional
or sexual feelings for pre-teen girls except some crazy guys requiring
psychiatric treatment, as I could read in the newspapers.

Books about sexuality always treated pedophilia as an abnormal sexual
deviation, presented in certain people with a weak personality, unable
to have normal relationship with an adult. They sought children to be
able to have power and influence over them.

No, definitely they were not talking about me. No, I wasn't crazy and it
was always easy for me to make new friends and be well related with
people of all ages.

Although I always loved to watch girls everywhere, I quite never dared
to approach them to have a talk or to play with. I was blocked due to
the misinterpretation of my feelings. It was a pity because children
were always attempting to catch my attention and I didn't care. What a
pity! I need a time machine to be back there now.

The image of a pedophile I always had was the one the media always
wanted to show: someone who was caught raping a child. I never fit
myself into such stereotype. So, what kind of identity do I have? I
never found an answer. I lived my life in a conventional way, getting
married and having a son. I definitely love my family but still,
something is missing for a complete fulfillment and you know what I
mean, don't you? Yes, a girl in our lives is all we need. It doesn't
matter if she is our daughter, a niece or a neighbor, whatever. I am not
talking about sex. It can there be or not. I think being a real girl-
lover (I will not use the mistreated word pedophile anymore) is a state
of conscience we have to learn how to deal with in an intolerant world.
Such situation makes us be more sensible, sensitive and affectionate
persons nevertheless.

Thankful to the Internet, I finally realized that other people like me
always existed and I could admit to myself for the first time in my life
that my affection and attraction to LGs were always real and healthy,
overall. I believe we are just in the top on an iceberg. How many people
still live in the darkness of a doubt, thinking they are alone or even
having some mental disorder?

Now I talk and stay with children without any concern. I take some
precautions however, to avoid the adults to think I am too much
interested in their kids. I know my intentions are good and respectful.
Children are sensible and they easily perceive that we have affinity
with them and the attention we give makes them feel confident with us.

Finally, for my surprise, I also noticed that this group has a high
level of intellectuality and good-hearted people. I am happy to be with
you and I will share some of my experiences in my next post.

Have a great day

'Mach 1'
--------------------------------------------------------------



'?' writes:
--------------------------------------------------------------

'SurgeBoy' wrote:
> Yes, I do enjoy the little girl aspect of Anime.  
> 'Battle Angel 
> Alita' is one of my favorites.  It's clear that I am > quite 'etchi'.
>
> Anyone else?

Heh. Actually, Alita/Gally's not really a LG... she has
*way* too much experience (being a street-wise bounty
hunter and all). Sasami from Tenchi Muyo (love her *so*
much!), Azusa Kanzaki from Devil Hunter Yohko (she's
just cute), Vampire Princess Miyu (okay, she's 13 now,
but she'll *stay* 13 for a while, hehe), and Linaly
from Final Fantasy: Legend of the Crystals (technically
not a LG but has the mannerisms of one).

One of the things I admire the most about Japanese
anime is the level of respect given to children. There
have been no serious condenscending treatment towards
children in all the animes I've seen (quite a lot); in
fact, the adults treat them as equals. Compare this to
American movies where kids are usually considered to be
"kids" who do "childish" things. Is this a cultural
thing that's unique to Japan, or is it only within the
boundaries of anime?

I also wonder if Japanese LG's actually have the mannerisms
of their animated counterparts. That would be incredibly cute!

For me, I think what makes a LG who she is, is more of
a personality thing than appearance. I'm not saying
that a 40-year old woman can have the same charm as a
cute 8-year old (Heaven forbid...), but I seriously
believe that what makes LG's cute and attractive for me
is personality.

I saw a girl in the public library recently; she was at
least 12-13, and on her way towards becoming a teenager
(sigh). Nonetheless, she was reading a book for a group
of children about 6-9, and she was really into the
entire bit: pretending that the plastic tree she was
sitting on was real, and that a real bear lived inside.
Pure magic. Here's a girl who is "old", and yet those
words and actions of her transformed her into someone
who was much younger.

And the entire moment was ruined by a quite-cynical boy
who claimed that there was no bear in the tree. Sigh...

Happy New Years!

'?'
--------------------------------------------------------------



'Sunstorm' writes:
--------------------------------------------------------------

The following was noted:
>A Dutch-language Ped Mailing List started last week.

How does one hook up with this list?

'Sunstorm'
--------------------------------------------------------------

   [ I think their web-page is linked from BoyLinks ? ]



'Bandersnatch' writes:
--------------------------------------------------------------

'Quilty' commented on 'Sihme's complaints about disregard and 
misunderstanding of the w0nderland "child porn ring":

>Never heard of it.

So you know even less about it than I do.

>I'm sorry but if they were creating child pornography they did
>deserve their fate.

I don't wish to pick a fight with you, 'Quilty', but the term 'child 
pornography' might be applied to material you discussed earlier in 
your posting (ASGL 31 December 1998): in particular, Jacques 
Bourboulon, which you acknowledge to be "probably actionable 
under US law" and many of Irina Ionesco's photos of her daughter.

Even if you are referring to hypothetical hardcore if don't see that 
the creators deserve the fate of being driven to suicide or lifelong 
incarceration in dangerous or humilating conditions.

I suppose what I'm saying is that we must be careful not to pass 
judgement on things we have little reliable information on, or where 
suppression of facts seems likely.

>However, if you run with the wolves you have to expect to be
>shot by the hunters.

We know who the hunters are, but do we know who or what the wolves are? 
Aren't we all wolves of some sort here? There's also something rather 
fatalistic about your remark, which I hope we can get away from in this 
new year.

--

If this gets to UK readers in time, here's another film from 
'Sir A.J's list showing on TV here:

Monday 4 January, 3.30pm - 5.35pm CH5

CORRINA CORRINA (1995) Whoopi Goldberg as the nanny of Tina 
Majorino, a sweet 7-year-old. Set in the 1950s. Nice shots 
of Tina sunbathing in her underwear and a recreation of 
the famous photograph of the hula-hooping girl whose 
panties fall down.

'Bandersnatch'
--------------------------------------------------------------



'Spartacus' writes:
--------------------------------------------------------------

_Wisdom of Children  - -  We often learn the most from our 
children..._

--

 Some time ago, a friend of mine punished his 3-year-old daughter for
wasting a roll of gold wrapping paper.  Money was tight, and he became
infuriated when the child tried to decorate a box to put under the tree.
Nevertheless, the little girl brought the gift to her father the next
morning and said, "This is for you, Daddy."  He was embarrassed by his
earlier overreaction, but his anger flared again when he found that the 
box was empty.  He yelled at her, "Don't you know that when you give 
someone a present, there's supposed to be something inside of it?" The 
little girl looked up at him with tears in her eyes and said, "Oh, Daddy  
it's not empty.  I blew kisses into the box.  All for you, Daddy."   The 
father was crushed.  He put his arms around his little girl, and he 
begged her forgiveness.  My friend told me that he kept that gold box by 
his bed for years.  Whenever he was discouraged, he would take out an 
imaginary kiss and remember the love of the child who had put it there.

--

The Most Caring Child

Author and lecturer Leo Buscaglia once talked about a contest he was 
asked to judge.  The purpose of the contest was to find the most caring 
child. The winner was a four year old child whose next door neighbor was 
an elderly gentleman who had recently lost his wife.  Upon seeing the 
man cry, the little boy went into the old gentleman's yard, climbed onto 
his lap, and just sat there.  When his mother asked him what he had said 
to the neighbor, the little boy said, "Nothing, I just helped him cry."

--

Two Nickels and Five Pennies

When an ice cream sundae cost much less, a boy entered a coffee shop and 
sat at a table.  A waitress put a glass of water in front of him.  "How 
much is an ice cream sundae?"  "Fifty cents," replied the waitress.  The 
little boy pulled his hand out of his pocket and studied a number of 
coins in it.  "How much is a dish of plain ice cream?" he inquired. Some 
people were now waiting for a table, and the waitress was impatient.  
"Thirty-five cents," she said angrily.  The little boy again counted the 
coins.  "I'll have the plain ice cream."  The waitress brought the ice 
cream and walkedaway.  The boy finished, paid the cashier, and departed.   
When the waitress came back, she swallowed hard at what she saw.  There, 
placed neatly beside the empty dish, were two nickels and five pennies 
-- her tip.

--

What It Means to Be Adopted

Teacher Debbie Moon's first graders were discussing a picture of a
family. One little boy in the picture had a different color hair than 
the other family members.  One child suggested that he was adopted and a 
little girl named Jocelynn Jay said, "I know all about adoptions because 
I was adopted."  "What does it mean to be adopted?" asked another child.  
"It means," said Jocelynn, "that you grew in your mommy's heart instead 
of her tummy."

--

Barney

A four year old was at the pediatrician for a check up.  As the doctor
looked down her ears with an otoscope, he asked, "Do you think I'll find 
Big Bird  in here?"  The little girl stayed silent. Next, the doctor 
took a tongue depressor and looked down her throat. He asked, "Do you 
think I'll find the Cookie Monster down there?" Again, the little girl 
was silent. Then the doctor put a stethoscope to her chest.  As he 
listened to her heart beat, he asked, "Do you think I'll hear Barney in 
there?"  "Oh, no!" the little girl replied. "Jesus is in my heart. 
Barney's on my underpants."

--

Discouraged?

As I was driving home from work one day, I stopped to watch a local
Little League baseball game that was being played in a park near my
home.  As I sat down behind the bench on the first base line, I asked
one of the boys what the score was.  "We're behind 14 to nothing," he
answered with a smile.  "Really," I said. "I have to say you don't look 
very discouraged."  "Discouraged?" the boy asked with a puzzled look on 
his face.  "Why should we be discouraged? We haven't been up to bat 
yet."

--

Roles And How We Play Them

Whenever I'm disappointed with my spot in my life, I stop and think
about little Jamie Scott.  Jamie was trying out for a part in a school
play.  His mother told me that he'd set his heart on being in it, though 
she feared he would not be chosen.  On the day the parts were awarded, I 
went with her to collect him after school.  Jamie rushed up to her, eyes 
shining with pride and excitement. "Guess what Mom," he shouted, and 
then said those words that will remain a lesson to me:  "I've been 
chosen to clap and cheer."

--

A Lesson In Heart

A lesson in "heart" is my little, 10 year old daughter, Sarah, who was
born with a muscle missing in her foot and wears a brace all the time.
She came home one beautiful spring day to tell me she had competed in 
"field day" - that's where they have lots of races and other competitive 
events. Because of her leg support, my mind raced as I tried to think of 
encouragement for my Sarah, things I could say to her about not letting 
this get her down - but before I could get a word out, she said, "Daddy, 
I won two of the races!" I couldn't believe it!  And then Sarah said, "I 
had an advantage."

Ahh. I knew it.  I thought she must have been given a head start... some 
kind of physical advantage.  But again, before I could say anything, she 
said, "Daddy, I didn't get a head start... My advantage was I had to try 
harder!"

--

An Eye Witness Account from New York City, on a cold day in December...
Hopefully, this is the kind of thing that happens frequently,
everywhere.....

A little boy about 10 years old was standing before a shoe store on
Broadway, barefooted, peering through the window, and shivering with 
cold. A lady approached the boy and said, "My little fellow, why are you 
looking so earnestly in that window?"  "I was asking God to give me a 
pair of shoes," was the boys reply.  The lady took him by the hand and 
went into the store, and asked the clerk to get half a dozen pairs of 
socks for the boy.  She then asked if he could give her a basin of water 
and a towel he quickly brought them to her.
She took the little fellow to the back part of the store and, removing
her gloves, knelt down, washed his little feet and dried them with a
towel.  By this time the clerk had returned with the socks.  Placing a
pair upon the boy's feet, she purchased him a pair of shoes, and tying
up the remaining pairs of socks, gave them to him.  She patted him on 
the head and said, "No doubt, my little fellow, you feel more
comfortable now?"  As she turned to go, the astonished lad caught her by 
the hand, and looking up in her face, with tears in his eyes, answered 
the question with these words...
"Are you God's Wife?

--

To laugh often and much; to win the respect of intelligent people and
the affection of children; to earn the appreciation of honest critics
and endure the betrayal of false friends; to appreciate beauty, to find 
the best in others; to leave the world a bit better, whether by a
healthy child, a garden patch or a redeemed social condition; to know
even one life has breathed easier because you have lived. This is to
have succeeded.  -Ralph Waldo Emerson

'Spartacus'
-------------------------------------------------------------------


'Heather' writes:
-------------------------------------------------------------------

'Bandersnatch' wrote:
> Do you think that we could assemble a list of GL-oriented (or nonspecific)
forums here > (mailing lists, web-boards, newsgroups etc.)?

I'd love to see such a list too. It surprises me that no one has 
(to my knowledge) put together a girl-love index; you have to 
grub around a lot of different sites to find what you're looking 
for, whereas BoyLinks puts all of the major boylove sites - and 
a heck of a lot of minor sites - in one handy list.

'Heather'
---------------------------------------------------------------------

   [ So when did you last visit 'Fresh Petals', Heather ? :) ]



'n.s aristoff' writes:
-------------------------------------------------------------------

>Keneally himself is descended from John Kenealy, who served
>time as a political prisoner in Western Australia. His wife
>is descended from Hugh Larkin, a Galway man transported for
>life in 1833 for membership of a secret agrarian society.
>The book tells the stories of both men. 

In a book he wrote prior to Schindler's List (Ark) he makes 
statements about NAMBLA that are patently untrue.  The guy
should not be given credence.

'n.s. aristoff'
-------------------------------------------------------------




Advert:
============================================
http://www.alessandrasmile.com
 Alessandra's Smile, an established USA 
 mail-order catalog of legal books & videos.
============================================
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   [ At the risk of seeming maudlin at the dank and gloomy
     post-Xmas time of year, can I suggest "suicide" as a
     new theme we might like to discuss ?  How did you survive
     thoughts of it, what resources were helpful, personal
     expereinces, expereinces of friends, etc ?  A difficult 
     thing to dicuss, even in a place like this, but very
     valuable to share experiences on this topic, I would have
     thought. ]



'Daveboy' writes:
-------------------------------------------------------------------------

I always enjoy my post from ASGL, and every now and again something
gets posted which seems to hit the proverbial nail... right on the 
head!  One such jewel (at least, for me) is the recent introductory 
post from 'mach 1'...

'mach 1' wrote:
> Hi people,
> Being my first appearance in this group, I want to congratulate 
> you all for the initiative you had to express yourselves here in 
> order to share thoughts and experiences related to a matter that 
> involves two opposite strong feelings: love and hate. Love in its 
> highest degree of manifestation towards the human being in its 
> most beautiful period of life and the hate of almost the whole 
> world towards us for being unable to understand our feelings and 
> true intentions.
> I always "forced" myself to be more interested in grown-up women 
> of at least the age 18. It was an attempt to fit myself in a more 
> conventional pattern. It was OK only when they looked young and 
> natural. No make-up or sensual clothes or a cheap-looking face.
> <snip>..

May I extend a warm welcome to you, your words could have been 
written by many of us here. You demonstrate a very deep understanding
of your emotions and I am pleased that you found us.

I am also maried with children and went through a similar argument 
with myself. I wrote (a few posts back) that I would no longer
refer to myself (or any other on here) as a Paedophile.

Just for the record, I met my 'wife to be' when she was 9 years old,
she didn't wear make-up then and never has done!

> I lived my life in a conventional way, getting married 
> and having a son. I definitely love my family but still,
> something is missing for a complete fulfillment and you 
> know what I mean, don't you? 

I know exactly how you feel, our marriage was blessed with a
a LG but she has now grown up and though I still love her dearly,
I missed that special feeling that only cuddling a LG can give.
Like you, when I finally realised that I wasn't a MONSTER, I started
to interact with kids and found that they reciprocated my respect
and love for them. (never anything sexual though, just great friendships)

And YES... you DO have to be careful not to attract unwanted attention 
from other adults, but anyone here could do it, you just have to be
sensible and respectfull for 'all' concerned.

The hardest part is never being able to tell the LGs how you REALY
feel about them :-(

I think you have an excellent and ballanced view and look forward
to reading more from you.

BTW... Does anyone here know whats happened to the PLF?  The site 
hasn't been updated since last August and the Slurp doesn't 
respond to e-mail.

'Daveboy'
----------------------------------------------------------------------




'Annabel Lee' writes:
----------------------------------------------------------------------

'Steve' wrote:
>Can somebody please tell me what does the 'age of consent' mean.  And 
>where can I see a list of the ages in all the States.  I remember 
>seeing one...and it had some pretty young ages...12-14....but I can't 
>believe that as a 3? year old person...I can have sex with someone 
>that young...if so...Damn!!!!

Ages of consent are very complex nowadays.  Essentially, it means the age
at which an adult can legally have intercourse with an individual without
being charged with "statutory rape".  However, there are frequently many
other crimes that one can be charged with besides statutory rape almost
always up until the age of 18 though prosecution isn't nearly as common
after 15 or 16 unless you're in a position of authority such as a teacher
or are much older (i.e. over 30 or so).  In fact, in most US states, there
isn't even a crime of "statutory rape".  You will be charged with rape
(actually usually sexual assault) and the only thing that the "statutory
rape" laws say is that you cannot claim that the "victim" consented as a
defense.  On your record, the conviction will appear simply as rape.  Even
the ages can be quite confusing.  For example, one US state I know of says
that you can legally have sex with an individual who is 15, 16 or 17 if you
are less than three years older.  Many people are confused and think the
age of consent is 15.  It isn't!  At least not if you're 18 or older.  In
most cases, even if the age of consent were, say 14, you could still be
charge with sexual assault on a minor (perhaps a lesser felony or even
misdemeanor), contributing to the delinquency of a minor (usually a
misdemeanor), lewd sexual conduct (usually a misdemeanor) or a host of
other charges.

--

'Aladdin Truelove' wrote:
>Just guessing here, but... Maybe that is influenced by your being a  
>parent(?). Or by your being female.

I probably should have mentioned it for those who weren't around or missed
it when I first joined the list a long time ago.  I'm not actually female.
I've chosen this particular moniker for various complex reasons involving
"inner children" etc. that I won't get into right now but partially because
in some ways I feel more female than male (at least as they are defined by
our society).  Also, I'm not a parent.  I'm not sure exactly why I don't
get turned on by little girls in panties.  Perhaps it's because I have two
little sisters or because I have had a couple of occassions where I've
taken on the role of parent with little girls.  I found that when I was in
the parental role, the sexual instinct diminished signifanctly.  I also
love little girls in pajamas and I find it brings out the parental instinct
less than panties.

--

'Cipolin' wrote:
>Can you tell me who Christian Judea is? I don't think I've 
>ever heard this name.  Has he produced any books?

He uploaded some pictures to alt.binaries.pictures.children once and got a
lot of flack because some of them were a tad erotic (no nudity though).
They were young girls (12-16 age range mostly) and I found the girls much
more beautiful than any of the girls David Hamilton has ever photographed
(at least that I've seen).  He gave his e-mail address and I once wrote to
him asking about a book but never got a response.  If you're interested in
trying, the last e-mail address I have for him is on compuserve.

--

'Simhe' wrote:
>That's another thing that annoys me - how no one here seems to want 
>to acknowledge this event at all.  On the contrary, everyone wants 
>to distance themselves from it.

I can't speak for anyone else but I have nothing to say about them because
I know nothing about them.  Although I admit that child erotica can be
harmless I also am quite aware that it can be extremely damaging and fuel
abuse of children.  I have no idea where w0nderland falls within this
spectrum.  I also am sad about this partially because it affects the
reputation of all pedophiles and because, knowing what I know about
pedophiles, I strongly suspect that most of them were harmless but are now
being branded as some of the most heinous monsters ever to walk the earth!

--

'Sunstorm' wrote:
> It isn't necessary to be loved by the masses. It is
>only necessary to be loved by one special little girl, and the rest
>of the world falls away meaninglessly.

Sometimes I wish that were true.  It would be a much less painful life but
I realize that my concern for the opinions of the world is a reflection of
my socially responsible nature and is what causes me to be a "do gooder".
Those without any sensitivity to social opinions tend to be sociopaths
which is completely opposite of what I am and what I want to be.

--

'Heather' wrote:
>Well, a tad bit. :) As proof, here's the URL to my new site.  

Cool!  Sometimes I get feelings about things and I had a feeling I should
bring this subject up in this group.  Thanks, Heather!  I'll check it out.

--

'Tr'Pakh' wrote:
> In my experience, organized religions and churches are nothing more than a
> tool used by the few to control the thoughts and actions of the many.

I agree completely with this and with the quotes made by Xalex.
Nevertheless, something in my gut screams out for a need for a spiritual
life.  My thoughts are currently leaning in the direction of a religion
that encorporates technological and natural pursuits equally, that balances
feminine and masculine traits, and which acknowledges a kind of faith (NOT
belief) that is based on a logical, and scientific, but also emotional and
spiritual free choice to persue a life of love, joy and compassion not
because I 'believe' it is the right way but simply because that is what I
want and I am willing and able to fight for it.

--

'?' wrote:
>However, there is an even lower age-of-consent in this country
>that I find interesting.  In some states, a girl as young as 12
>can legally marry anyone as long as she has parental approval.

Although this situation technically exists in a few states, all of the
cases that I've heard of resulted in prosecutions for statutory rape and
other charges despite the fact that they were married.  There were also
invariably prosecutions against parents who either allowed or arranged
these marriages.  I am not aware of a single case where these marriages
have survived intact for any length of time and without somebody going to
jail or coming very close to it.

--

'Quilty' wrote:
>However, if you run with the wolves you have to expect to be shot by the
>hunters.

I am sorry to say this but I find your comments rather insensitive,
bordering on cruelty, Quilty.  If you run with the lambs, do you have to
expect to be eaten by the wolves?  I consider that a much more appropriate
analogy.

--

'Steve' wrote:
>Damn!!! I think I'm gonna have to become a lawer to figure out who I 
>can and can't have a relationship with.  Anyway I have a wonderful 
>story that I would like to share about a beautiful little girl who
>I met...

Believe it or not Steve, that's quite literally true.  Don't rely on
ANYBODY else, including the district Attorney's office.

--

'Mach 1' wrote:
>Now I talk and stay with children without any concern. I take some
>precautions however, to avoid the adults to think I am too much
>interested in their kids. I know my intentions are good and respectful.
>Children are sensible and they easily perceive that we have affinity
>with them and the attention we give makes them feel confident with us.

Welcome to the list, Mach 1!  I'm glad that it has helped you.  
I think it's always a good idea to maintain a good relationship with the
parents.  I have found that the best way to avoid suspicion is to let the
kids "badger" you into playing with them until you finally "give in". <g>
It was never hard for me to do because they almost always wanted to be with
me desperately.  It took me a long time to figure out why and then I
started doing it consciously.  If you notice, the vast majority of adults
kind of ignore children and treat them through their body language as
inferiors.  All you have to do to win children over (and also have them
feel as if you are their equal instead of an authority figure) is to pay
attention to them.  Look at them when they talk and listen.  If a child
speaks in a crowded room and all of the other adults ignore him/her but you
turn to look in his/her direction, it only takes a few times (sometimes
only once) before you see an expression of amazement on the child's face
and a strong interest in you.  It rarely fails to work because our society
is so anti-child that children almost always feel ignored and put-down by
adults.  The vast majority of adults don't even notice such non-verbal
communication so you can usually build up a relationship with the child
that will often result in the child "badgering" you to play with them
before the adults even realize you've noticed the child.  It's truly 
amazing!

--

One more thing, I almost forgot.  I will respond to your question about the
dichotomy between the parental instinct and the sexual instinct in more
detail soon, Spelvin.  Hopefully tomorrow.

In the love of the Divine Mother,

'Annabel Lee'
----------------------------------------------------------------------



'Xalex' writes:
----------------------------------------------------------------------

'?' wrote:
> One of the things I admire the most about Japanese
> anime is the level of respect given to children. There
> have been no serious condenscending treatment towards
> children in all the animes I've seen (quite a lot); in
> fact, the adults treat them as equals. Compare this to
> American movies where kids are usually considered to be
> "kids" who do "childish" things. Is this a cultural
> thing that's unique to Japan, or is it only within the
> boundaries of anime?

There is a good book on the subject, it's called _Japanese Childrearing_ 
by David W. Shwalb and Barbara J. Shwalb. As I understand it, Japanese 
parents rise their children to be independent from a very early age, and 
treating them as equals is one way of doing it (and in my opinion, the 
best way). They are also not burdened by Christian morality like the 
western world is and in their society sex is not perceived as a sin or 
something to be ashamed of. If I'm not wrong, they also celebrate something 
like a little girls day which is sort of a national holiday. Perhaps 
Donchan can tell us more about it if he's still on the list?

'Xalex'
----------------------------------------------------------------------



'Aladdin Truelove' writes
----------------------------------------------------------------------

Hi,

I just heard on the radio that there is a new book of poems about Alice
Liddell. The author is "Stephanie Bolster" (not sure about the spelling),
and the title is "White Stone: The Alice Poems." It is published by
"Vehicule Press" (spelling?), Montreal, Canada. It just won the
Governor General's award for Canadian poetry.

From the interview, I gathered that there are just a few poems about
the young Alice and Lewis Carroll. So I imagine not all the poems are
as pretty as the one read on the radio.

'Aladdin Truelove'
----------------------------------------------------------------------


   [ There was a review of this book, included in an ASGL-L press
     cuttings round-up, some months ago ]



'Andrej' writes:
----------------------------------------------------------------------

There is one beautiful book on how you can help a child by your
own touch.

http://www.reflexology-research.com/annouce.html

http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/0517888459/qid%3D915398449/
002-7603233-3359226

Also, check out this interesting book!

http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/0310405416/qid=915398020/
sr=1-6/002-7603233-3359226

'Andrej'
----------------------------------------------------------------------




'n.s. aristoff' writes:
----------------------------------------------------------------------

'Bandersnatch' wrote:

>'Quilty' commented on 'Sihme's complaints about disregard and 
>misunderstanding of the w0nderland "child porn ring":
>
>>I'm sorry but if they were creating child pornography they did
>>deserve their fate.
>
>I don't wish to pick a fight with you, 'Quilty', but the term 'child 
>pornography' might be applied to material you discussed earlier in 
>your posting 

>Even if you are referring to hypothetical hardcore if don't see that 
>the creators deserve the fate of being driven to suicide or lifelong 
>incarceration in dangerous or humilating conditions.

Bandersnatch, Quilty's comment was thoughtless and rather
dumb.  I'm sure he'll apologize once he gets the chance.  Quilty,
I can't believe you would say that.  Joining and helping to
support idiocy, hysteria and bigotry is not something that should
be done lightly.  Or at all.

'n.s. aristoff'
---------------------------------------------------------------------





Advert:
============================================
http://www.alessandrasmile.com
 Alessandra's Smile, an established USA 
 mail-order catalog of legal books & videos.
============================================
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'Andre' writes:
----------------------------------------------------------------------

Unfortunately I have not found the time to make my movie-list lately.
However, I am writing you because I have sent comments by Cipolin and
Desire on his work to Shadetree, and want to tell them his reaction:

> So..You are the one that keeps getting my fan mail!!!

<snip>
> Tell the person e-mailing I am glad to be of service...and hope to
> bring many more angels to the group in the future!!

'Andre'
----------------------------------------------------------------------



'Simon' writes:
----------------------------------------------------------------------

Hi all,

perhaps you might hardly remember me ;-) but I still with you. I still read
most of the postings(if my time allows it) but often I do not have the time
to post.

The is just one happening last week I'd like to tell you. I met a wonderful
7 year old girl(gets 8 in a few days) that is the girl I made all my thoughts
and rules for. She is a godess! I went to her father (who knows about me
beeing pedo) and he and... (Linda - just to have a name) picked me up from
the train. Linda did not say hello but hid herself behind her father. But
after a few minutes drive she started playing. She threw her hat at me and I
threw back, and she wasn't shy anymore :-) Then we eat something and walked
through the city. She was totally fascinated of my cellphone and so she 
took it and I got her little glas-teddy for it :-) She tried to phone some 
people but did not dare to talk to them, when they came to the phone. 
Suddenly my cellular rang and I did as if it was not to me to answer it 
because SHE had it. So I asked her to pick up the call. She talked a few 
sentence to the caller and then passed it over to me... MY MOTHER - laughing! 
She asked me who the cute gils was she spoke to and I toled her it was 
Lisa. (I decided not to tell my mother but also not to lie, if she asks 
about my feelings.)

While driving to a friend of Lisa's family she put her hand into mine and I
carefully started to caress her fingers. I was in heaven but it got better
and better during the day. At the friend's the adults watched TV and she
cuddled around with her dad while I died from delight. Then her father and
I went out of the living room to smoke and she ran through the flat. When we
sat down on the couch again she lay beside me. It was really hard not to hug
her immediatelly, but she came closer and closer and suddenly sat on me. I
stroke her neck and she seemd to like it. Instead of asking her if it was
OK(how could I with both of her parents and one of their friend around me),
I stopped and noticed that she tried to get her neck back to my hand, so it
was OK. I also looked to her father who wached us but saw that she liked it.
On our way home she slept in the car and went to bed when we arrived.
And the whole night I talked to my friend (whom I came to visit - I did not
go there because of her) and it was wonderful, too. I toled him how
perfectly beatiful and nice his daughter was in my eyes (and I used the term
godess for it). He is a very understanding person and I like him very much.
I am happy to have such a friend.

But the strange thing is - Lisa is the most perfect girl I ever met, but I
did not fall in love with her. Perhaps it was because I know I can not see
her very often because she lives far away from me.

It was a perfect weekend for two reasons! Lisa is the one and my new friend
her father is the other...

:-)

Hugging you,

'Simon'
----------------------------------------------------------------------



'Desire' writes:
----------------------------------------------------------------------

Have you people already noticed how much 'normal' people get closer to
children when they are in love? They start calling each other 'baby'
or using diminutives. They think the other is 'cute' and 'sweet'. They
want to feed and be fed. They start playing childish games. And are
happy as a child, of course. Maybe something to think about.

--

Last Sunday after church I saw the following. The more I think back of
it the more disturbing it becomes:

A little girl (3 yo or so), perhaps a little upset, calls out "mummy,
mummy". She clearly wants to be held, but mother doesn't react in the
least. The girl does not give up yet. She starts holding her mother
herself, but falls down from holding her mother's leg. I help her
standing up again, would like to comfort her, but she's clearly still
interested in only one person. "Mummy, mummy" she still calls. And
her mother still has not shown a sign of even noticing her presence.
She is just talking with some friend. Is that really so important that
you can't share a bit of love with your daughter in between?

--

>From the press snippets:
> PROPOSALS to establish a register of suspected paedophiles 
> to protect children from physical and mental abuse could 
> become law by the middle of next year, but may place 
> organisations at risk of legal action.

And thus I was so busy adding some irony/sarcasm to my comments that
I forgot to mention the largest problem with this register: That it
will be based not on proven misdeeds, but on mere suspicions.

> The group says an alternative to glass confessionals 
> would be for confessions by children to take place 
> in open church.

And that's regarded a way to AVOID child abuse. Of course priests
sexually abusing children is a problem. But children not having any
privacy is one as well. How would the group react if they themselves
would be forced to do their confessions in open church? The most
likely result of such an action would be to, over time, abolish
confession. What child will confess anything when anyone who happens
to be present (your friend's father? your schoolmaster?) can hear
it?

--

'Ianthe':
> A Dutch-language Ped Mailing List started last week.

'Sunstorm':
> How does one hook up with this list?

'Ianthe':
> I think their web-page is linked from BoyLinks ?

Checked, but couldn't find it.

--

'Mach 1' wrote:
> Now I talk and stay with children without any concern. I take some
> precautions however, to avoid the adults to think I am too much
> interested in their kids. I know my intentions are good and respectful.
> Children are sensible and they easily perceive that we have affinity
> with them and the attention we give makes them feel confident with us.

I think it's important as a child-lover (would have written 
'pedophile', but I realize a number of people here don't like the
word) to realize and accept that one is. And that one is not a
monster. It was a bit over a year ago I fully admitted it to myself,
and it helps a lot. Since then I allow myself to interact with
children. I even take very few precautions like you do. Before that I
would do so much less, but I now feel that doing so will only lead to
frustration.

I also think that when one doesn't allow oneself to interact freely
with children as a GL, one's contacts will be worse in those cases one
does. Whether it is because of lack of experience, or too much fear
about 'what people will think', or expecting too much of it, I don't
know, but not only the quantity but also the quality seems to improve.

--

New books borrowed from the library:  One book championing children
sleeping in their parents' beds, and a book about erotic and sexual
relationships between women and children.

A quote from the latter (don't have the former here at the moment),
from a lesbian woman who had a relationship with a girl, 13 yo when it
started, 15 when it ended. The reason for the break-up seems to be the
negative reactions of the girl's peers.

 "My feeling for her differed from that for earlier girlfriends: it
 seemed like I had a child myself, only it went much further. The
 complicated thing was that I was manoeuvred into a pedagogical
 position, I felt responsible, I had to be the wiser one. With
 girlfriends my own age I was more doing my own thing.
  I was also very much concerned with her moods, I put up with her
 more, in fact I was completely under her thumb because I was so crazy
 about her. I did not go against her. If we undertook something at my
 initiative, I constantly bore in mind whether she liked it too. I was
 constantly directed to her: does it please it here or not? And hoping
 that she liked it, I wanted to make her happy.
  She actually had much more power in our relationship. The power that
 I in fact had, as the senior one, I never used, because I regarded
 that as unfair. Somewhere I probably also suspected that I couldn't
 permit myself that, because it would have ended much faster if I had.
  I still see women who are younger than I, but not any more as young
 as Jacquline, that's too complicated for me. It was also so confusing
 then, it asked so much of me, I can't go through that any more. She
 researched everything in our relationship profoundly, also sexuality,
 which for her of course was something unexploited yet. That doesn't
 exist with women my own age, those are a step further already, they
 are better in telling what they want and don't want. That makes the
 responsibility less large."

'Desire'
----------------------------------------------------------------------



'Observer' writes:
----------------------------------------------------------------------

Hello Ianthe, this is my first post so bear with me.

Hello everyone, I am going to use the name Observer,

I have been watching this list for several months now. I picked my name
because that is what I do, I watch life go by. On here and in the real world.
For some reason I usually tend not to get involved. It's just that sometimes I
can't keep my big mouth shut either and that is why I'm finally speaking up.

Now some random opinions for people to scream at me about. First I've heard a
lot of discussion about David Hamilton. In my unqualified opinion his work is
good. I do think he fetishes his subjects pubic area though. He so often
prefers to cut the picture not around the waist as is traditional but at the
lower pelvis, just above the genitals. That's not a problem. Just his style I
guess.

Also, has anyone seen Corina, Corina with Whopi Goldberg and Ray Liota? If you
have did it seem to you like the movie had a high number of upskirt pictures
of the girl? Forgive me for not remembering her name. I just wonder what would
have happened if the director had tried that with an adult woman. Of course I
think it's wonderful for a change for a movie to not be afraid of a girls
skin. We even get to see a charming scene of her dancing in very conservative
underwear poolside. That was so cute. Go to Blockbuster Video right now. :)

Before I go I have noticed the topic of Anime mentioned. Anime is wonderful
but I don't normally meet people who even know what it is. Has anyone seen the
series called "Stop You're Under Arrest". It's good, no girl content really but
good. I also like Ranma 1/2. Again no young girl content but the occasional
bathtub scene of an older teen. I think one of the reasons I like Anime is
because in it the people are more charming. The characters are more colorful
and distinctive.

Well, that's all for now, maybe later I will need to talk about my nieces,
maybe not. Not a lot to tell.

'Observer'
----------------------------------------------------------------------



'Flickorna' writes:
----------------------------------------------------------------------

I saved a little girl's life a few weeks ago before the holidays. I've 
talked about her here before. I refer to her as 'Maya'. She is six and 
very very lovely. I was playing with her at the beach and she asked me 
to go in the water with her. She swam out way too far and then panicked 
and continued swimming out farther. I had to go out there and rescue 
her. She was scared but I knew that she would be alright. I had a long 
ways to go but I knew I could make it. When I brought her back to the 
beach my legs couldn't move and she left me and sought comfort in the 
lap of the man who brought her to the beach. I was jealous of course, 
especially knowing that that man was not her father. I don't think 
anyone realized what had happened.

--

'Daveboy' wrote:
>BTW... Does anyone here know whats happened to the PLF?
>The site hasn't been updated since last August and
>the Slurp doesn't respond to e-mail.

I don't know either. I think he is probably on vacation. I think we will 
know what has happened eventually. I just hope that he is okay. He 
disappeared around the sametime that w0nderland group was busted. I had 
never even heard of w0nderland until my mom asked me about it. I wonder 
if anyone could tell us how often payments have to be sent in to 
Cyberpass [an anonymous net service]? It is my guess that theSlurp paid 
for one long chunk of time with some kind of anonymous payment and that 
the account will eventually be disabled when he fails to make his next 
payment. Let's all hope that he is okay. PLF is a wonderful accomplishment.

--

'Ianthe' wrote:
>       ...can I suggest "suicide" as a
>       new theme we might like to discuss? How did you survive
>       thoughts of it, what resources were helpful, personal
>       expereinces, expereinces of friends, etc ?

I have a problem with depression and I think about suicide more often 
than I should but I know better than that. I don't want to die. I want 
to live! This is what we must remind ourselves. We are craving something 
more in life. It's true that the social development of this planet is 
retarded, and fails to support us. That's tough for all of us. Suicide 
of course is not going to help anyone so it just doesn't seem like an 
option to me. I remind myself that it's okay to cry my eyes out and 
agonize about my problems as much as I have to. Being alive might be 
uneventful today and all of next year but one day, who knows what kind 
of miracle God might have in store for me. I wouldn't kill myself for 
the same reason I wouldn't kill another human being; it's harmful. We 
all must live and seek out everything positive and helpful and 
beneficial to this world.

The toughest thing for me is choosing between lies and love. I cannot 
easily continue with my erotic love for little girls without the lies 
and I cannot break away from the lies without damaging my desire and 
chance to love little girls. Neither choice is right. The only right 
choice is to love little girls without lies in a supportive environment.

--

How many of you are so afraid of being punished for who you really are, 
that you've built an imaginary wall around yourself like a little 
isolated prison? I don't like having a wall around me but it is still 
there, and it drives me crazy. The people who know me, although they 
might be somewhat aware of the invisible wall that encircles me, they 
really don't know me at all. I am reluctant to tell them about my own 
needs and wants because of silly yet dangerous social taboos. I pray to 
God for help, yes I do. I have been praying for a long long time. But I 
see no way in which I can let down this wall.

I need to be loved. I want another person whom I can sit and talk with, 
be naked with, cuddle with, sleep with, make love with, share secrets 
with, be friends with, hold hands with, and more. My heart asks for a 
pretty little girl for this. How can I deny that? Wouldn't it be a 
mistake for me to seek anything else since that is not what my heart 
asks for?

The world has wronged me; so what do I do now? I don't know. So I sit 
and wait, hoping and praying everyday that life can be fun for me, that 
I can somehow escape this isolation. Without little girls, being helpful 
is all there is left for me in this world. I am happy to help sometimes 
but a lot of the time I am too tired to help. How can I continue to help 
others if nobody is helping me?

As you can probably tell from this writing, I am lonely and depressed. 
That is to be expected considering that most the world disapproves of my 
heart's desires. And so I pray again -- dear lord, help me find genuine 
friends who will accept me exactly how I am, help me find a wonderful 
soft girl to be my lover and friend, and give me an environment in which 
we can live happily.

'Flickorna'
---------------------------------------------------------------------



'Sunstorm' writes:
---------------------------------------------------------------------

At <www.opendiary.com>, over 2000 people have bared their souls in 
diaries.  As far as I can tell, not one single person has written 
there about his/her love and experience with lg's. I don't know if 
it would even be posted.  But, if anyone is interested in talking 
about his/her experiences, maybe you can do it there.

 "Wer wagt es, Rittersman oder Knapp, zu tauchen in diesen 
  Schlund?" (Schiller)

'Sunstorm'
----------------------------------------------------------------------



'Annabel Lee' (?) writes:
----------------------------------------------------------------------

'Sunstorm' wrote:
>> It isn't necessary to be loved by the masses. It is
>>only necessary to be loved by one special little girl, and the rest
>>of the world falls away meaninglessly.

>Sometimes I wish that were true.  It would be a much less painful life but
>I realize that my concern for the opinions of the world is a reflection of
>my socially responsible nature and is what causes me to be a "do gooder".
>Those without any sensitivity to social opinions tend to be sociopaths
>which is completely opposite of what I am and what I want to be.

Are you telling me this makes me a socially irresponsible person? .
Sociopathic behavior descriptions are usually reserved for criminals who
go about life inflicting pain on others because it suits their purposes.
Not that I need to justify myself to you, but  I am not a sociopath.  I
_am_ , however, an individual who has the capacity to fully engage himself
in a relationship with an lg. IMHO lukewarm responses and fence-sitting
somehow just don't "cut it" when we're talking about love relationships.

When I am with a loving lg, she becomes my world (even though I  continue
to function quite nicely in society). I am at that point not interested in
what Mr. Smith down the street thinks of my lawn, or whether Aunt Sally
likes my table manners, or whether Bill Clinton is going to be impeached,
or whether _you_ think  I should be should be devoting my energies to
being sensitive to popular culture and opinion. (Ugh!) It is _my_ life,
and to dilute my passion for the sake of "social opinion", or  
_anybody's_ opinion, would be a betrayal of self.

Are you familiar with Gestalt Psychology? Fritz Perls tells us that the
mind focuses on one major topic at a time. When that issue is settled, the
next one takes over in the Gestalt.  Well, this is simply that process
taken to its extreme. When I am in love with an lg, _she_ causes the rest
to fade to black, and if you have never experienced the total involvement
and wonder of this, then I can only hope you soon do.

'Annabel Lee' (?)
----------------------------------------------------------------------



'Sihme' writes:
----------------------------------------------------------------------

In response to 'Annabel Lee's comment on adults showing little
interest in children, and that being why if one pays them attention
they're so delighted, I really agree with this.

I came to this conclusion too when trying to work out why it was
that children seem naturally drawn to me.  Initially I entertained
ideas about my having some sort of magnetism for them, and 
that they picked it up on a sub-conscious level, and were 
inadvertently drawn to me.

But it's clear now that it's just that I do pay attention to them, 
combined with the fact that most adults rarely do.  One can win
a heart as easily as laughing and smiling lovingly at a little girl 
when she is playing around.  I've found that in most cases, although 
I may not be able to speak with them, as soon as they notice
my watching them, they immeadiately begin to 'show off', 
constantly checking to see if I'm still watching.  And of course I am :)

--

Now about Japan...

Everything that glitters isn't always gold, so they say, and this I believe
is the case with Japan.  Japanese anime presents an incorrect, 
idealised version of Japan.  Or so I believe, I've never been there, but
after being enchanted with the 'Japan of anime' I did learn to speak the
language, and I have relations who have lived there for periods of time.

Lately though, the sheen has worn off and I think I can see more clearly 
what it's really about.  There is no more tolerance toward
people of our type there than anywhere else.  Although there may be
less active opposition, one still can't openly reveal to people that one
'likes kids'.  Their attitude towards nudity is better than in the English
speaking world, but there is more repression when it comes to 
sex related matters.  You hear about used-panty vending machines in
Tokyo, and apparently that is the case, but you can't actually talk 
about it without being frowned upon.

'Sihme'
----------------------------------------------------------------------



'Sanctuary' writes:
----------------------------------------------------------------------

'Ianthe' suggested:
>can I suggest "suicide" as a new theme we might like 
>to discuss ?

I have never contemplated suicide, even after the
persecution and disappointment I have suffered,
because then I would miss out on the precious smile
and beautiful voice of the next little girl.

--

'Daveboy' wrote:
>The hardest part is never being able to tell the LGs how 
>you REALLY feel about them :-(

Why not? I think they are able to handle it if they are
prepared. If you love them I would think it would be
obvious to them anyway.

--

'Annabel Lee' wrote:
>I will respond to your question about the dichotomy 
>between the parental instinct and the sexual instinct 
>in more detail soon

I will address it briefly myself. The main conflict seems to
come in regards to discipline. I know that sometimes I
must enforce certain rules that I wouldn't concern myself
with otherwise. I tend to let my friends be who they are
but sometimes I must step in and correct my daughter if
I feel she is in error. Now I know that friends also correct
each other when they are trying to help each other so even
that comparison is not totally valid. I think it has something
to do with the fact that I feel I am responsible for her upbringing.

However, I do acknowledge my sexual attraction to my daughter. 
She is very beautiful and we are very close. I can understand 
how incest happens because I have always felt that when you 
get very close to someone then your body will respond. The best 
sex is based on relationship IMHO. What closer relationship is
there than between a parent and child? I will never test my theory
though. We have discussed it and she is not attracted to me in 
that way, even though does she like to flirt with me.

'Sanctuary'
---------------------------------------------------------------------


'XOXO' writes:
---------------------------------------------------------------------

Hello

Someone wrote:
>If you notice, the vast majority of adults
>kind of ignore children and treat them through their body language as
>inferiors.  All you have to do to win children over (and also have them
>feel as if you are their equal instead of an authority figure) is to 
>pay attention to them.  Look at them when they talk and listen.  If a 
>child speaks in a crowded room and all of the other adults ignore 
>him/her but you turn to look in his/her direction, it only takes a 
>few times (sometimes only once) before you see an expression of amazement 
>on the child's face and a strong interest in you.  

I just got here. Nice to meet you all. What you said above is very true. 
I work a lot in public places. Doing customer service type jobs. I am 
amazed how little attention and genuine regard people have for their 
children. 

I was in a mall a couple weeks ago Christmas shopping. This slender 
young person with long brown hair was shopping with her father. See 
just seemed to just bubble over with energy and conversation. Kind of 
took my breath. She was talking, pointing out things, laughing. The 
whole time her father didn't say a thing. It's almost like she wasn't 
there. She seemed so desperate for his attention. But he just squandered 
it. Like it didn't matter.

I found the whole thing very disturbing. But I've seen versions of this 
a lot. People just don't seem to see themselves and the opportunities 
before them. 

I have always kept a my feelings towards Little Girls to myself. I'm not 
ashamed of who I am, but I've never found a situation that I've felt 
comfortable and safe within. I feel sad because I know I could add 
something positive to some little girl's life. But society just doesn't 
understand. Still I have gotten involved in some of my neices lives. I 
sort of see myself a source of encouragement and approval. Kind of the 
"cool uncle" routine.

Anyway thank you for listening

--

>   [ At the risk of seeming maudlin at the dank and gloomy
>     post-Xmas time of year, can I suggest "suicide" as a
>     new theme we might like to discuss ?  How did you survive
>     thoughts of it, what resources were helpful, personal
>     expereinces, expereinces of friends, etc ?  A difficult 
>     thing to dicuss, even in a place like this, but very
>     valuable to share experiences on this topic, I would have
>     thought. ]
>
>
>Hello

Well it's a hard subject. Most people treat suicidal feelings as 
something you need to hide from or be ashamed of. Like there must be 
something wrong with you. Personally I think all emotions exist for a 
reason. They tell us when something is wrong. It's emotional pain 
instead of physical pain. It tells us to examine ourselves and find out 
what is causing damage.

I have never found real comfort in sharing melencholy or depression with 
other people. It's kind of a personal thing. The only peace I've found 
is in being alone with myself and trying to figure out what is making me 
unhappy. it's a kind of gentle self-examination with no pressure or 
self-hatred. Just because I feel unhappy with myself doesn't mean i'm 
less of a person.

There is nothing wrong with seeking help from other people. We are 
social animals. There are a lot of very decent people in the world who 
enjoy helping others. It just doesn't work for me. I'm kind of a private 
person. Everytime I really expose myself I end up feeling uncomfortable 
and just a little violated. Maybe that's a symptom of some larger 
personal problem on my part. But isn't the whole point of this to be 
happy? I think contentment really comes down to being able to be alone 
with yourself in a room and feel at peace. I'm not obligated to share my 
soul with anyone.

There's nothing wrong with being alone with strong feelings. The trick 
is just not loosing perspective. Then instead of having emotions, 
emotions have you.

Just a thought

'XOXO'
-----------------------------------------------------------------------



'Quilty'
-----------------------------------------------------------------------

>Simhe wrote & was echoed by everyone else:
> >I don't wish to pick a fight with you, 'Quilty', but the term 'child
> >pornography' might be applied to material you discussed earlier in
> >your posting

OK, my New Year's resolution is to be less judgmental and not be so
outspoken. But you wimps need to stop sniveling and realise this is
war!  (Ooops, I'll have to try harder.)

Okay gentles, you know what pornography is, and so do I, and is has
nothing to do with legal definitions. If these w0nderland people were
abusing children for the purpose of taking photos and posting them then
they all belong in Hell.

I am sorry I upset you all, especially Annabel Lee, aristof and other
old-timers. I was reacting to the comment that we should all know about
w0nderland and were tacitly avoiding discussing it. This reminds me of
the psychotherapist who told the girlfriend of a pedophile friend of
mine that the friend was probably a member of the internet porn ring
that was busted called the Chrysanthemum club or Orchid club or
something like that. Because the friend was an out-pedo he was
immediately a 'threat to society', in the eyes of this highly-paid shrink.
Changing our label is not going to help. Many of us are gonna get burnt
at the stake before people see us any differently from murderous
perverts.

'Quilty'
---------------------------------------------------------------------





Advert:
============================================
http://www.alessandrasmile.com
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UK:
-----------------------------------------------------------------

_Straw gives go-ahead to convict paedophiles on hearsay evidence_

Sunday 10th January 1999

HEARSAY evidence is to be made admissible in criminal
trials in an attempt to convict more paedophiles.

Jack Straw, the Home Secretary, hopes that the radical
changes to one of the oldest and most fundamental rules of
English justice will mean an increase in successful
prosecutions of serious criminals.

 But the proposals, contained in a draft Bill to be
published this summer, were attacked last night by lawyers
and civil liberty campaigners as a dangerous erosion of the
rights of defendants.

 Under the changes, written evidence from absent witnesses, 
those who have died or are too ill to attend court, or any 
other hearsay evidence from absent witnesses that should 
be admitted "in the interests of justice" will automatically 
be admissible in court.

 The recommendations overturn part of the so-called hearsay 
rule which lays down that, with some exceptions, a witness 
must give evidence at a trial in person. That is because 
unless a witness is cross-examined, the fact-finders - in 
most cases the jury - will be less able to decide whether 
the witness is telling the truth. In addition, testifying 
to what someone else said is often dangerously inaccurate.

 In the case of absent witnesses, the written statement
will not need, as now, to have been made to a police
officer to be admissible.

 John Wadham, from the civil liberties group Liberty,
said: "The Bill going to Parliament aims to improve the
position of victims and some witnesses but it tilts the
balance away from the defendant's right to a fair trial.
These provisions, which although taken individually may be
sensible, taken collectively push us further in the
direction of eroding this important right."

 A senior criminal law QC, who did not want to be
named, said last night: "The hearsay rule is a fundamental
safeguard in a fair trial. Any change could be detrimental
to basic justice. There are certainly reservations that a
fair trial could not be achieved by admitting evidence that
cannot be tested during the court process."

 The moves come at a time when there are further proposals to
deny the right to a jury trial to defendants charged with 
certain crimes, including indecent assault.

 The Law Society, the Bar and the Legal Action Group have
all opposed the move and said that the fundamental right
must remain in cases where defendants face the loss of
livelihood or reputation. Many defendants choose jury
trials because, although sentences tend to be heavier if
found guilty, 40 per cent of people who plead not guilty
are acquitted, compared with only 25 per cent in a
magistrates' court. Opponents of the change say this can be
important in cases where the impact on a person's
reputation and livelihood of a guilty verdict is out of all
proportion to the offence.

 The penalties for indecent assault have recently been 
increased by section 3(3) of the Sexual Offences Act 
1985 and Crime (Sentencing) Act 1997. 

-----------------------------------------------------------



UK:
-----------------------------------------------------------

Sunday December 27, 1998   

_Prison seeks to integrate the 'untouchables'_

Share a cell with a paedophile and win a TV set. It is a
novel approach to integrating the lowest of the inmates'
pecking order - the so-called 'nonces' - with those at the
top: the armed robbers.

Currently on trial in Durham top security prison, the
scheme may pave the way to ending the controversial
practice of separating sex offenders and other
'untouchables' from the rest of the prison population for
their own protection, under what is known as Rule 43. 
Paedophiles are nearly always 'on the rule' because they
are the main target of summary prison justice - a brutal
beating or worse. 

Now at the heavily overcrowded Durham prison, staff have
embarked on the incentive scheme to integrate child abusers 
into the general system. For the past 10 weeks, 75 Rule 43 
prisoners have been transferred from the relative security 
of the Vulnerable Prisoner Unit into the jail's A wing, 
which houses ordinary inmates who can enjoy an 'enhanced 
regime' in return for good behaviour. 

If they are prepared to pair up with a sex offender or
other Rule 43 inmate - such as someone in debt to the
prison barons - then they earn in-cell television and other
perks. If they are not, and if inmates are threatened or
assaulted, they lose all privileges and risk transfer to a
prison a long way from their family and friends. 

There are more than 4,000 sex offenders held in Britain's
jails - the vast majority of them on Rule 43 or in
specialist vulnerable prisoner units. 

Although the Prison Service said last week the scheme
had been a success, it had not been without incident. Four
assaults have been recorded since it started on 12 October.

But one insider suggested other attacks had gone
unreported. "The trouble with this scheme is that it puts
prisoners in double jeopardy," the source said. "They are
at risk of attack because of their crime - but then they
risk a second beating if they complain and cause another
inmate to lose his television or other privileges. 

"I know some prisoners who are terrified. One had a black
eye and bruises on his body. He stayed in his cell most of
the time, because when he went out he was spat at and
threatened." 

------------------------------------------------------------



UK:
------------------------------------------------------------  

January 7 1999

_Legal action over film on children_
  
  A LOCAL authority is taking legal action against Channel
4 and a production company, alleging that the makers of a
fly-on-the-wall documentary encouraged children in care to
act illegally for the camera.

Film crews are accused of setting up shots by asking
vulnerable children to portray themselves as homeless. One
15-year-old girl in care was allegedly asked to solicit in
a city centre and others allegedly broke bail conditions to
take part in the film. 

Nottingham City Council said yesterday that it was taking
legal action after months of negotiations with Channel 4
had broken down. The move, which is being backed by
Nottinghamshire police, is aimed at stopping the producers
of the documentary, October Films, from making contact with
and filming children in the council's care. If successful,
the action will also stop Channel 4 from screening parts of
the documentary. 

Concern over the documentary, two years in the making,
emerged last year when a film crew was allegedly caught on
closed-circuit television handing blankets to children as
young as 12 then leading them to Nottingham city centre to
film them begging. 

-----------------------------------------------------------



Eire:
-----------------------------------------------------------

_Schoolgirl develops new encryption code_

A 15-year-old schoolgirl from County Cork, Eire, who 
devised an advanced encryption code has been made the 
1999 Esat Telecom Young Scientist of the Year.

Sarah Flannery, of Scoil Mhuire Gan Smal, Blarney, used
the science of cryptography to devise a new algorithm which
makes possible a new encryption of computer messages.

The algorithm means that a computer-user can send a coded
message over the Internet knowing that it cannot be
deciphered by anybody except the person it is intended for.

Sarah's work deserves the description "brilliant" and
should be published as a scientific paper, the judging
panel found.

She said her project was prompted by her interest in the
practical application of maths and took a year to complete.
The algorithm was developed from an idea given to her 
over the internet by a mathematician, Dr Michael Purser. 
She has named it after him. She had used computer models to 
"attack" her security system but they did not succeed in 
breaking it.

-----------------------------------------------------------



USA:
-----------------------------------------------------------

January 10 1999

_Girl, 15, dies in lovers' suicide pact at school_

  A 15-year-old girl has been shot dead and her boyfriend
seriously wounded at their school in Georgia after forming
a suicide pact. Classmates said yesterday the couple had
come under parental pressure to end their relationship. 

Andrea Garrett was killed by a bullet from her father's 
pistol and Jeff Miller, 17, was critically injured in the 
shooting at the Central high school in the small town of 
Carrollton.

Fellow students, who likened the couple to Romeo and
Juliet, said they had started dating last summer but had
been having problems. Garrett's parents wanted her to break
off the relationship because they thought Miller was too
old for her. 

There were also reports that the pair had given away their
favourite possessions just before the shooting during
lessons on Friday. Garrett gave up her cherished CD
collection and Miller his guitar.

Police were investigating claims that one or both of the 
victims may have written suicide notes. 

-----------------------------------------------------------


USA:
-----------------------------------------------------------

Thursday 7 January 1999

_Court battle over castration deal_
      
A CHILD molester who has volunteered to be surgically
castrated in return for having a 30-year jail sentence cut
by a third, has become the centre of a fierce legal battle
in Arkansas in a test case over using surgery to "cure" sex
offenders.

 James Stanley's attempt to become the first prisoner in
modern America to be physically, rather than chemically,
castrated is being challenged by the American Civil
Liberties Union, which fears that it could open the way for
other offenders to be coerced into having surgery in return
for lighter sentences.

 The criminal justice system in America cannot impose
surgical castration on rapists or child molesters because
it is deemed "cruel and unusual" punishment outlawed by the
constitution.

 But Stanley, 47, entered into a plea bargain with
prosecutors, volunteering to have his testicles removed in
return for a 10-year sentence reduction when he pleaded
guilty in November to molesting a nine-year-old boy. The
court approved the deal and arrangements were being made
for the operation when the civil liberties group initiated
its legal challenge despite Stanley's call for them to stay
out of the case.

 Mark Mobley, lawyer for Stanley, of Greenwood, Arkansas,
says he is exercising a lawful right to request the
procedure. He said: "To ask for treatment for his disease,
in addition to punishment for his crimes, is my client's
constitutional right to life, liberty and the pursuit of
happiness."

 But the union said it had a right to protect the civil
liberties of others. A circuit court judge ruled that it
did not have this right but allowed an appeal to the
Arkansas Supreme Court. That hearing is expected before the
end of the month.

-----------------------------------------------------------



UK:
-----------------------------------------------------------

Saturday 9 January 1999

_Girl, 11, stuns chess experts with adult world title win_

A GIRL of 11 has amazed chess experts by winning the
women's gold medal at the World Amateur Championships in
Hastings.

 Jessie Gilbert, of south London, became the youngest 
winner of an adult world title after beating 47 other 
competitors, 46 of them adults, to take the title for 
non-professionals.

Her mother, Angela, said she bought an electronic 
chessboard for Jessie shortly after she joined her
school chess club. She said: "She was locked in her room 
with it for about two months. Now she is a Master under 
the international chess governing body, Fide."

-----------------------------------------------------------



Australia:
-----------------------------------------------------------

_Gay men targeted in anti-paedophile purge_
 
_Western Australia's gay and lesbian lobby group has expressed 
alarm over Health Department plans to screen 25,000 employees 
for criminal records. Gay and Lesbian Equality WA (GALE) 
claims that gay men risk losing their jobs due to the state's 
age of consent for gay sex being 21.

The screening, due to commence in January, has been
announced as the first step in a three-year plan to weed
out paedophiles, according to health minister John Day. 
It is a response to the Wood Royal Commission into police
corruption in NSW. However, the chief recommendation of the
Wood Royal Commission, which was to legislate to ensure
that consent ages be equal for both homosexual and
heterosexual people, has been ignored by the state
government. 

The age of consent for heterosexual relations is 16. 

GALE spokesperson John Derry said WA had the highest age of
consent for gay men in the world. "Western Australia's
archaic anti-gay laws state that all gay men under the age
of 21 are considered to be criminals, and face up to five
years in jail.

"This means a 22-year-old gay man in a consenting
relationship with his 20-year-old boyfriend can be charged
with sexual offences against a minor, branded a paedophile,
and sacked from his job if he works with children." 

The cost of the screening is expected to be around $625,000. 

-----------------------------------------------------------



USA: statistics:
-----------------------------------------------------------

_Sex charges against juveniles soared to an all-time high 
in 1998_

Sunday, January 10, 1999,

[...]

 In Summit County Juvenile Court last year, 121 charges of
sexual offenses were filed against children -- an all-time
high.  But cases that actually lead to charges are just 
the tip of the iceberg.  So swamped is the Akron Police 
Department's seven-member juvenile division with allegations
of child sex offenses that, on many days, there are not 
enough detectives to handle them all. During the second half 
of 1998, investigators faced an average of six new cases of 
child sexual abuse a day, tying up virtually every detective 
in the department.

 Experts agree there has been a significant increase in the
reporting of juvenile sex crimes nationwide since the mid-
1980s -- a trend that is straining the juvenile justice system 
and triggering an increase in the number of treatment programs 
for underage sex offenders.  There were only 20 such programs 
nationwide in 1984; today there are more than 1,200.

[...]

-----------------------------------------------------------



Academic research notes:
-----------------------------------------------------------

'Sex offenders; plurality of offenders and recidivist
patterns'.  P. van den Eshof.  Justitiele verkenningen,
24e jrg., nr. 6, Juli/Augustus 1998.

Summary: In general, both the media and the general public 
are of the opinion that sex offenders are specialised in sex
crimes of a certain nature. Scientific study of recidivist
patterns, however, has shown that most sex offenders commit
different kinds of crimes, and that the chance of
recidivism is relatively small. 

However, the methodology of many of the studies of recidivist 
patterns is subjected to criticism. Random surveys are rare, 
and the follow-up period is often very limited; the surveys 
are almost always based on judicial classification, and sex 
offenders are usually seen as a homogeneous group. 

Apart from the distinction that is made between rapists and 
child molesters, it is desirable to divide both groups 
further into subcategories, taking into account the offenders'
sexual preferences, motivation, and criminal behaviour.
Research has shown, for example, that not all child
molesters are paedophiles. When sex offenders are divided
into groups, it might be possible to recognise certain
categories of specialised sex offenders. In relation to the
total number of sex offenders, the number of these
categories is rather small."

--

'The Press and Paedophilia'. Dissertation - May 1998.  
Falmouth College of Arts. BA (Hons) Journalism.  Tonje 
Bergmo, 27, of Norway. Tel: 0047 784 34665.

------------------------------------------------------------



USA, article:
------------------------------------------------------------

 _Schoolgirls, Sex and Speech_
 by Nadine Strossen

 Intellectual Capital, June 18, 1998

Long Island school officials recently banned three of the
most popular magazines for teenage girls -- *Seventeen,
Teen* and *YM* -- from the middle-school library after some
parents relayed their priest's charge that these magazines
"go against what we believe is the truth about sex as
Catholic Christians." The officials ignored the conclusion
of educational experts that the magazines provide factual
information about sex that is particularly valuable for
adolescents. 

This is just one more example of the constant efforts, by
government officials all across this country, to deny young
people access to sexually oriented materials "for their own
good." That refrain has been echoed by the many government
officials who have sought to censor the Internet. 

_Kids and the Constitution_ 

In striking down the federal government's effort to
criminalize "indecent" or "patently offensive" cyberspeech
under the Communications Decency Act (CDA) last year, the
Supreme Court did not reject the pervasive presumptions
that such material would be harmful to minors and that,
consequently, the government could lawfully bar minors from
seeing it. 

Instead, the Court held that the CDA violates the First
Amendment because, given the diffuse nature of
cybercommunications, the ban would extend to adults as well
as minors. The Court therefore followed precedents
involving other media, holding that the government may not
pursue its interest in "protecting" minors from sexually
oriented expression through measures that deprive adults of
such expression, too. 

I certainly concur with the Court's rationale -- as far as
it went. And I'm proud that this historic decision will go
down in the history books under the name of *Reno v. ACLU*.
The ACLU's argument for freedom of cyberspeech went further
than the Court's rationale, though, and championed the
rights of not only of adults, but also minors. 

Both the Long Island school case and the rush to censor
cyberspace -- as well as the countless other government
initiatives that "shield" minors from sexually oriented
expression -- reflect two widespread, but wrong,
assumptions: first, that young people have few, if any,
constitutional rights to free speech; and second, that any
such rights should not extend to sexual expression, since
that expression is harmful to minors. 

Young people do have constitutional rights, which are
entitled to special respect. As the Supreme Court noted in
1976, "Constitutional rights do not mature and come into
being magically only when one attains the state-defined age
of majority."

Significantly, the Court made that observation in a case
that upheld another aspect of minors' rights in the area of
sexuality -- their reproductive freedom. Likewise, in a
1975 case that specifically concerned minors' exposure to
sexually explicit "adult" films, the Court declared that
"minors are entitled to a significant measure of First
Amendment protection." 

Moreover, a landmark 1943 decision stressed that
public-school officials have an important responsibility to
honor young people's constitutional rights, explaining:

 "That they are educating the young for citizenship is
 reason for scrupulous protection of Constitutional freedoms
 of the individual, if we are not to strangle the free mind
 at its source and teach youth to discount important
 principles of our government as mere platitudes."               

_Government "protection" backfires_ 

The reflexive assumption that "indecent," "patently
offensive" or other sexually oriented materials are
innately dangerous to young people is so entrenched that,
in *Reno v. ACLU*, the government did not even bother to
introduce any evidence to this effect. Nor did the Supreme
Court cite any evidence or reasoning to support this
assumption. In effect, most of the judges simply followed a
procedure called "judicial notice": taking note of facts
that are so widely accepted and undisputed that no evidence
is deemed necessary to support them. A typical fact of
which a court could appropriately take judicial notice is
that the sun rises in the east. 

In contrast, it is hardly an incontrovertible fact that
young people are harmed by seeing sexually oriented
expression, even expression that might be considered
"indecent" or "patently offensive." This point was
forcefully made by one of the lower court judges in *Reno
v. ACLU*, Dolores Sloviter (unfortunately, her enlightened
views on this point were not endorsed by any other judge
who ruled on the case): 

 _[A]t least some of the material subject to ... the CDA may
 contain valuable literary, artistic or educational
 information of value to older minors as well as adults. ...
 [T]he government has made no showing that it has a
 compelling interest in preventing a seventeen-year-old
 minor from accessing such images. By contrast, plaintiffs
 presented testimony that material that could be considered
 indecent ... may be critically important for certain older
 minors._

As Judge Sloviter indicated, the ACLU introduced evidence
that -- far from being inherently harmful to minors --
sexually oriented expression can be beneficial, at least
for older minors. Given that a majority of teenagers are
sexually active, information about sexuality is vitally
important to them. In light of the record-breaking numbers
of unplanned teen pregnancies in the U.S., information
about contraception and abortion promotes minors' welfare.
In light of the tragically rapid spread of HIV and other
STDs among teen-agers, information about safer sex protects
their health and literally saves their lives. In light of
the heartbreakingly high number of suicides among lesbian
and gay teens, information about sexual orientation is also
life saving. Nonetheless, the CDA criminalized all such
information for the "sake" of minors. 

_Not a member of the family_ 

To be sure, parents have not only a responsibility, but
also a constitutional right, to shape the education,
upbringing and values of their own children. Therefore,
parents may certainly discourage their children from
reading particular magazines or visiting certain Web sites.
Furthermore, parents may teach their own moral or religious
views about sex to their own children. On such deeply
personal matters, though, just as our government should not
be "Big Brother" to adults, it likewise should not be "Big
Daddy" or "Big Mommy" to young people. 

 Nadine Strossen is president of the American Civil
 Liberties Union. She is a contributing editor of
 IntellectualCapital.com.

-----------------------------------------------------------



Opinion peice:
-----------------------------------------------------------

THE LAST TABOO?

By Peter Tatchell
 
The Sex Offenders Act (1997), passed in the dying days of
the Major government, with Labour support, was trumpeted as
a crackdown on paedophiles. On top of their sentence,
convicted offenders are now compelled to register their
addresses with the police for a period of between five
years to life. 

Few people realise that under this act a 20 year old man
who has consenting gay sex with a 17 year old man is
categorised as a dangerous sex criminal, on a par with men
who rape children. The 20 year old will be required to
notify his address to the police for at least five years,
and be kept under surveillance. 

Different rules apply to heterosexuals. A 20 year old
straight man who is convicted of sex with a 17 year old
girl is not deemed to be a danger, and will not have to
register with the police. 

These contradictory notions of what constitutes child sex
abuse are downright scary. previously, with the Indecency
with Children Act (1960), a child was defined as someone
below the age of 14. The Sex Offenders Act of 1990 changes
that. It raises the age at which sexual offences are
considered abusive and introduces a two-tier definition:
straight sex is deemed to be child abuse if it involves a
person under 16, whereas gay sex is classed as abusive if
either of the partners is under 18. This surreptitious, de
facto redefinition of what constitutes child molestation,
creating a double-standard based on a person's sexual
orientation, is a curious and alarming innovation. 

There is something else very odd about the Sex Offenders
Act. It makes no distinction between consensual and
coercive sexual relations : a man in a loving gay
relationship with a teenaged boy is lumped together with
men who physically force infant girls to give them oral
sex. 

Isn't it also bizarre that the special 'child protection'
penalty of police registration applies to adults who have
sex with youngsters, but not to those who murder or
mutilate them? Paedophiles have to register, child killers
don't! 

The Sex Offenders Act epitomises society's muddled,
knee-jerk reactions to a range of behaviour that is often
inappropriately demonised as child sex abuse. The issue is
much more complex, as Joseph Geraci explains eloquently in
his book, Dares to Speak._*_ This is the latest in a series
of trail-blazing books about young people's sexuality
published by GMP [formerly Gay Men's Press]. The pioneers
of gay publishing in Britain, for eighteen years GMP have
fearlessly tackled issues that others regard as too hot to
handle. 

GMP's recent novels on young sex included Mike Seabrook's
Unnatural Relations (gay lovers, aged 15 and 19, have their
happiness shattered when the older youth is prosecuted for
under-age sex); Rudi van Dantzig's For a Lost Soldier (the
relationship between an 11 year old boy and a Canadian
soldier in the Netherlands during World War II), and Jospeh
Garaci's Loving Sander (a photographic scholar faces an
awkward dilemma when the young son of a colleague seeks
sexual intimacy). While I do not agree with every point
made in this book, Dares to Speak is an outstanding
collection of essays by psychologists, historians and
anthropologists, offering a much needed rational, informed
perspective on sexual bonds between younger and older
people. Boy-love was, they point out, venerated by all the
great civilisations. Greek and Islamic writers idealised
pederasty. Samurai regarded it as noble and manly. the boys
were not coerced or harmed. They were loved. 

Abusive, exploitative relationships are indefensible. but
Dares to Speak documents many examples of societies where
consenting inter-generational sex is considered normal,
acceptable, beneficial and enjoyable by old and young
alike. Professor Gilbert Herdt points to the Samba tribe of
Papua New Guinea. From the ages of 7 to 15, all young boys
have homosexual relations with older warriors as part of
their rite of passage to manhood. Far from being damaged,
Herdt says that boys regard sex with men as a pleasure and
grow up to be happy, well-adjusted husbands and fathers. 

A Dutch study by the psychologist Frits Bernard found no
evidence of trauma or regret in adults who, as children,
had freely chosen to have sex with older people. He noted
that these forms of paedophile relationships were usually
characterised by strong mutual affection and often
continued well into adulthood, long after the sexual aspect
had ended. 

These facts are unpalatable. We find them difficult to
accept. Nevertheless, as the Lutheran theologian Dr Ralph
Underwager argues, while it may be impossible ever to
condone paedophilia, we must face up to the truth that not
all sex involving children is unwanted, abusive and
harmful. 

-----------------------------------------------------------
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'Sihme' writes:
------------------------------------------------------------

'Quilty' wrote:
>I was reacting to the comment that we should all know about
>w0nderland and were tacitly avoiding discussing it.

It seems I was wrong when I suggested that knowledge of 
w0nderland was common, and in that light I suppose it is
understandable that one might just accept the media's 
report of it being a bunch of hardened child pornographers.
But if for some reason ASGL-L was 'busted' and the majority
of it's recipients arrested and jailed for something like 
'conspiring to abuse children', I'm sure the papers would read
similarly.  For all those who don't know, w0nderland was just
an IRC channel that started completely overtly a few years ago
on Undernet and gradually progressed further and further 
'underground' because of continued harassment.  There may
or may not have been members who actually 'produced child
porn' - but even of the 360 or so members of ASGL-L, I'll eat 
my hat if at least one hasn't taken legally questionable 
photo's of children.

Remember, the outside world calls artistic nudes 'pornography'
when it's of children, so don't believe the hype.

I get the impression that Ianthe doesn't like me talking about it,
so sorry about that.  Disclaimer : I wasn't involved with w0nderland, 
I was just told about it by a friend of a friend of a friend's brother's 
girlfriend's nephew -- right?

On a lighter note, I'd like to report that since the turn of the New
Year there has been an unprecedentedly large number of children
going naked at the beach (here in Australia), distinctly more than
this time last year.  11 and 12 year olds going topless to 5 and 6
year olds romping about in the nude.  Great stuff!  This and the 
absence of reports of scary "child molester" convictions in the 
newspapers leads me to think that maybe, just maybe the 
pendulum is beginning to swing in the other direction. 

Let's hope, okay?

'Sihme'
------------------------------------------------------------



'Xalex' writes:
------------------------------------------------------------

'Desire' wrote:
> The most likely result of such an action would be to, over time, abolish
> confession. What child will confess anything when anyone who happens
> to be present (your friend's father? your schoolmaster?) can hear it?

It gets even more ridiculous if you think about it. Children in 
confessional? Are children so sinful we have to shut them in 
confessionals and make them confess all their little pranks to 
a complete stranger who teaches them they'll all go to hell and 
burn forever if they don't do so? Isn't that a beautiful Christian 
world?

--

Ianthe wrote:
>   [ At the risk of seeming maudlin at the dank and gloomy
>     post-Xmas time of year, can I suggest "suicide" as a
>     new theme we might like to discuss ?  How did you survive
>     thoughts of it, what resources were helpful, personal
>     expereinces, expereinces of friends, etc ?  A difficult
>     thing to dicuss, even in a place like this, but very
>     valuable to share experiences on this topic, I would have
>     thought. ]

Suicide is exactly what the society expect us to do. Don't give them that
satisfaction. Revolutions are not won by whining but by fighting the enemy.

--

'Quilty' wrote:
> Okay gentles, you know what pornography is, and so do I, and is has
> nothing to do with legal definitions. If these w0nderland people were
> abusing children for the purpose of taking photos and posting them then
> they all belong in Hell.

I agree with you, Quilty, on all counts.

'Xalex'
-----------------------------------------------------------------




'Spelvin' writes:
-----------------------------------------------------------------

'Desire' calls attention to parental behavior among courting 
couples, so I thought he might be interested in what the biologists 
tell us about the origin of kissing:

In caveman days, the people lacked not only supermarket shelves to 
provide baby food, but they even lacked electric blenders to make their 
own baby food.  The only way the adults could make food soft enough for 
babies was to chew the food first and then transfer it to the baby's 
mouth.

In order to accomplish this, the adult and the baby both had to pucker 
their lips.  The affectionate adults and babies were the ones who were 
motivated to pucker, so these were the adults and babies who were the 
most motivated to pass on their genes to subsequent generations.  After 
enough generations, then, contacting a person with puckered lips came to 
be an end in itself.  

We're not the only species in which courting couples pretend to feed 
each other.  In some bird species, males feed females worms; in other 
bird species, it's the other way around.  In still other bird species, 
there is not an actual worm, but one partner opens up the beak and the 
two partners go through the motions of transferring a worm.

So you see that kissing is a practice which courting couples borrowed 
from adult/child dyads, not vice-versa.  Remember this in case someone 
confronts you for kissing a child.

'Spelvin'
-----------------------------------------------------------------



'XOXO' writes:
-----------------------------------------------------------------

>How many of you are so afraid of being punished for who you really are, 
>that you've built an imaginary wall around yourself like a little 
>isolated prison? I don't like having a wall around me but it is still 
>there, and it drives me crazy. The people who know me, although they 
>might be somewhat aware of the invisible wall that encircles me, they 
>really don't know me at all. I am reluctant to tell them about my own 
>needs and wants because of silly yet dangerous social taboos. 

But they are very established and unbreakable taboos. I doubt they will 
ever go away. But the line keeps changing. A couple hundred years back 
European girls were getting married at age 12. In fact I have a friend 
who married a 12 year old girl. Still, for most non-pedo people, 
children are untouchable, non-sexual half beings. They see the pedophile 
as monster and the child as non-sexual victim. They will never see any 
different. I'm sorry to be so blunt, but we all know it's the truth. We 
live in a shadowy place and like most underground groups, we are made to 
feel alone. Isolated. 

So where does that leave us?

Obviously I'm not the only one with these desires. If I were, none of 
you would be recieving this e-mail/newsletter. There if there weren't a 
lot of us, would it be such an issue in the news?

There is nothing wrong with living as a secret society. There's no shame 
in the fact that people don't understand us. It's hard to be alone 
sometimes, but I would rather be alone and be true to who I am, than to 
hide from who i am out of shame or fear. 

The internet is opening things up. When in history have so many of us 
gotten together in one forum and spoken our lives, without fear of 
attack? It's an amazing thing to me. 

I'm not sure where i'm going with all of this. I just understand the 
amazing weight of isolation society can lay on you. It can be powerfull 
almost, overwhelming. But i think it's a mistake to let it devour your 
life. Don't let unhappyness control your destiny.

Find comfort in the natural female beauty around you. Keep things calm 
and in perspective. There are people in the world who understand what 
you're going through. Don't be afraid. You have a very potent and 
powerful fantasy - enjoy it! If you need to express what you're feeling 
then type it down and send it here. Isn't that what this place is all 
about? If you're meant to find somone, you will. I'm sorry but torturing 
yourself over it just isn't the answer.

'XOXO'
-----------------------------------------------------------------



'Soft_&_Gentle' writes:
-----------------------------------------------------------------

Hello all, 

Have been quiet, partly gloomy, and busy at work. But first
some update on good events and on some of the topics I
would like to put my 2 cents over. 

Dear 'Desire', you will be happy to know that I have had some
chat with the black boy who I asked if 'he needed help with
rubbing it'. Turned out I was right, he was grabbing a small
feeling. Although he never admitted it until our third
meeting. Turn out he had some school exchange with a 10 yrs
old boy I befriend in the last couple of months. My nephew
was with us when he asked me if the two twin that just got
on board was the guy. I had told my nephew the story, when
once we discussed it was normal for teen to masturbate. And
I am very open with my nephew and niece. And yes they are
aware of my interest for children, but have kept the sexual
part hidden to them. Although they where told in a distant
past that I did some time in for being with little girl. 

Work and studying finally paid off. I have received a
promotion, a pay increase, promise of some wanted courses at
no expense to me. I am busy learning and adapting to the
new job, but loving the new challenge. If all goes well, by
the end of summer I should be well placed. Who said some
personal sacrifice never pays ?

Xmas was super. I had the "reveillion" at my cousin and
played Rammy with the kids. Xmas Day my cousin was going to
visit some of her aunts. The oldest girl did not want to
go, so I babysat. She now goes to high school close to my
house and will often drop in since her older brother does
come here often to play game on the PC. She does confess a
lot and like to discuss stuff that she feel her mother
doesn't understand. She is 12 going onto 13 pretty soon.
She has started smoking. Which I don't agree, but since I
was at 13 that I did I cannot condemn her. She will have to
do the same as I did, and learn on her own. 

Here is an interesting incident. 

- She stopped one evening after school and we watch some TV. 
- She got up to go to the bathroom taking her purse with her. 
- After a bit I heard the water being flushed. -
A minute later... Argh! Argh!! 
- The water being flushed a second time. 
- Then she must have sprayed half of the can of the Glade [airfresh]. 
- She sat on the couch and commented ..."another 6 month and you won't 
  choke anymore." 
- "What are you talking about", with her childish innocent look. 
- My replied was .. "Come on I wasn't born yesterday, I was a teen too." 

Conversation got more involved, and we discussed that if
she want to hide some stuff from her mother, that was her
business, but when she was going to be in my house she
would be honest with me or she can forget about dropping
in. Yes, kind of an ultimatum, but this between us always
been direct, honest and private. 

--

Some of the topics...

About Hamilton or any other photograph pictures. The way I
see thing and the way government are classifying these
piece of art, pretty soon the only way some of these
photographer will be know it is through 'the underground' and
the poor qualities of the replication of their works. If
Hamilton would be really worry about piracy, he would be
doing something about reprint and the extreme price is book
is at now. I certainly don't have the $125 for it. 

--

About good relation with the parents. To be in good term
with the parents is important, depending on the relation
type with the kids. There is a few time were you want the
parents not to be too close. There is also if you get a
relation with parents just to get close to the kids, it is
at the same time dishonest to you and the parents. I guess
up to all to judge it. Something I see with my niece... As
much as you don't agree with the parents, never put them
down in front of the child in a negative way. Remember you
are a friend, and they are the parents. 

--

About the w0nderland thing in Australia, any one with Info.
I lost track of some people ('Shroomer', 'Pj' ) and wonder if
they were involved with this dark web business. The hunted
line, although badly formulated, is kind of true. I normally
say "if you play with fire, expect to get burn someday by a
match". 

--

About Japanese animation. I love them too. I have a thing
for Teenbabies, on pics you only see boys, but a few
drawings of girls have shown on some of the jap web page.
The only thing with the page is the Kanji and lack of
translation. I wish I could find a basic guide in English
to help follow-up with the different artist or series. 

--

About less hostile countries.  'Desire', Canada is not - there 
is a phobia about pedophile and big campaign to increase jail
sentence. Lots of talk about 'permanent imprisonment'. The
official age of consent is 14, but it is illegal to have
sex with a minor, so age of consent only applies to the
size of sentencing. Although me too would like to find a
place where I can play with kids in a sand lot or pool
without people judging me. 

About boy-lovers being more organized the girl-lovers. I think
is the fact that boy-lover are less hunted and watch then
girl. I stand of how often you hear boy-rape and girl-rape?
I really believe that many a GL web site will be shut down as soon
as it's existence is know, and the same quick action to
shutdown is not existing for boy. 

   [ They have their own dedicated servers, which kind of 
     helps... :) ]


--

I was looking at the article about the interview and
examination of 12 girls. My judgement or question is 
- 12 over millions of people, what can be the validity 
of the study ?

-- 

Now about Ianthe serious topic... 

   [ At the risk of seeming maudlin at the dank and gloomy
     post-Xmas time of year, can I suggest "suicide" as a new
     theme we might like to discuss ? How did you survive
     thoughts of it, what resources were helpful, personal
     experiences, experiences of friends, etc ? A difficult
     thing to dicuss, even in a place like this, but very
     valuable to share experiences on this topic, I would have
     thought. ] 

Suicide, what a sweet word it is. 

Yes, you heard me right. It is not an evil word or act. That
action would solved so many of my problems. Plus I would
never be lonely anymore. People would not remind me how bad
and evil I am. No one to point me out of the crowd. I would
not be afraid of the people, of what they say or think. No
more playing in making people believe I am someone else. No
more mind game and trickeries. 

I am not a monster, but always hiding like the hunted
dragon of the past. A beats of evilness and terrifying
cruelty. The great beast that we need to hunt and kill
until the race is extinct. Having to hide and run away just
to keep alive. To stay alive one more day. The burden of of
the last lonely specimen of an extinct race.

"Let's do it. Let's it be over, no more, no tears, no
loneliness, no nightmare, no hurt any more. Let's just be
peace and rest from it all."  

For five years I lived with those thoughs. Every morning that
I woke up with these I had to find a reason just to stay
alive that single day. In the last four years the taught
returns once in a while. To live those days I have to live
one day at the time. I had to or the only alternative would
be to return to hospital. 

For the new people on the list I will try to quickly recap
stuff that I have said in the last two years. 

- In the past I was actively involved with youth group.
Having close friendship relationship with 100's of boys and
girls. Because of my involvement with with youth group and
creating opportunity for them to do grown up things (radio,
TV, drama, fashion show, ice show, photo, working with
adult on technical stuff) 3/4 of the parents in the
community knew me. this included baseball, scouts and
guides. I did develop a program for guides to enjoy
wilderness and some pioneering experiences. 

- I also had many personal relationship (including;
confident, sensual and yes some sexual ones). None of which
I regret except for some separations that happened
violently and I had no time to say goodbye. 

- The only real regret I have was to have broken the trust
with my own daughter. Everything I was against and will,
had happened. My world come crashing down. People learn
about it and I was confronted with it. The cops says they
want to help you, but the only thing they are interested is
to get you and to put you in jail. 

- This was at the same time of the Mount Cashel and the
St-Vincent school events. The radio, TV, and people
conversation were full of words against those monster ..
"the pedophiles". I was alone, isolated and libelled as a
monster. 

- My supervisor had seen that the personal environment that I
was living was putting a great stress on me and that was
influencing my work. For my safety and everyone safety, I
was schedule to me with the base shrink. Because I did not
yet have my day in court the shrink could not help me with
my problem because he would then have to testify. I was
left alone to deal with the arrest, the libel and the
loneliness. 

- The worst thing that can happen to you is to be lonely.
When your depresses, more you want to be alone, and more
your alone more your depressed. This must be the most
vicious cycle I know. You know the military have some
potent stuff, because of some connection I had and some
responsibility I had as secondary task (job), I had a well
garnish pharmacy. 

- One night I decided that the hurt and the loneliness
would not be part of my life. Now this I have little or no
recollection of it. I had call the clinic and demanded to
speak to the shrink. Something was wrong and they knew it.
Apparently I would not want to tell anything to the shrink.
I just wanted him to got see my daughter and tell her I
never wanted to hurt her. After me not answering their
question, and the police breaking down my door, I was
brought to the hospital. 

- Five days later, I woke up in the intensive care. I pass
seven days there and the nurses telling me, I was lucky to
be alive. Lucky, I did not wanted to be. As soon as I was
out of the danger I was sent to an Isolation Room in the
psych wing. The doctor wanting to help was unable to have
me speak freely. Although I had many people around me I was
still alone with my problem. 

- Within a month the opportunity arised again that I would
try to make the hurt stop. Shortly after the fact, a nurse
found me hanging from the ceiling. This had the effect of a
cannon ball. I was transfer to another hospital and was
sent to see a specialist. 

This would start as series of consultation of well
intentioned people to try to help. 

-- 

The worst thing that can happen to you is to be lonely and
when your depresses, more you want to be alone, and more
your alone more your depressed. 

Today I am still alone, but I have learn to live with it
and accept that no more will I be allowed the closeness of
a friendship with a little girl. Don't get me wrong, I do
see some kids and talk to them, but I don't let them get
close to me or to my feelings. 

How you survive a failed suicide? I have no magic answer.
There was more then the act of loving kids that I had to
deal with when I was in the hospital. I had to deal with
the fact that I had emotion and was allowed to express
them. So where does the dealing with death started or
finish is little know to me. 

I got enough to go through the test, court and jail, but all
this time I was on some pretty strong stuff. I didn't
really have any thought that were negative because of these
drugs. Although I would cry for nothing and everything, and
would be aggressive. 

I change a few times [my] therapy group and shrink. On my last
group, there I requested to be removed from all the drug I
was taking. They were in favor to do it progressively and I
decided everything or nothing. Nothing was also making a
big stop in me willing to deal with myself and my problems. 
With the lost of the drug the desire to die had return.
There, I accepted that I could not find at that time that
anything would make me willing to live. I hated myself,
what I was, the people, the laws and everything else. I
worked in trying to accept me and to go one day at the
time. Slowly I decided not to hurt myself. Don't get me
wrong, I still did not desire to live, but the desire to
hurt myself subside. 

How this happened, difficult to say, but I believe it
really started by accepting who I was and the limits
imposed on me by the society. Am I happy today, no, but I
am not sad all the time. 

To avoid the fatal decision of the suicide, the first thing
you must do is brake [stop] your loneliness. I know easier
said than done. All the answers you seek are within yourself,
the only thing is you don't see it and talking would make
it come out. 

Change what you can and learn to live with what you can't
change. Stop putting yourself down, and learn to appreciate
your good side. You're are not all bad, no matter what the
society says. Sure you cannot live the way you want, but
their is some part that can still subsist. 

Mostly try to change small thing at the time, the task is
so big that you will crumble under the weight of the whole.
It is useless to destroy yourself or to be angry, it wont
solve anything. 

(Oh! well ... continue to 3b) 

'Soft_&_Gentle'
------------------------------------------------------------



'Simon' writes:
------------------------------------------------------------

Hi all,

'Observer' wrote:
>Also, has anyone seen Corina, Corina with Whopi Goldberg and Ray
>Liota?

Yes, and enjoyed it very much! ;-)

>If you
>have did it seem to you like the movie had a high number of upskirt
>pictures of the girl? Forgive me for not remembering her name.

Tina Majorino, just bought "Andre". ;-) She's very cute in this film.
(Ever seen "Waterworld" ???)

--

'Flickorna' wrote:
>I saved a little girl's life a few weeks ago before the holidays

Hugs and kisses to you!! :-x

>I have been praying for a long long time. But I
>see no way in which I can let down this wall.

Please do not give up trying, you'll allways have to be carefull, but
there is a way to tell your feelings to people you are really
important to you! I live rather open and tell some people about my
feelings. Of course there are still some whom I don't tell it (e.g.
everyone whom I know from work and do not concider as 'friend')

>And so I pray again -- dear lord, help me find genuine
>friends who will accept me exactly how I am,

*Here we are*!!

>help me find a wonderful
>soft girl to be my lover and friend, and give me an environment in
>which we can live happily.

You are in my today's prayer.

Hugging you...

'Simon'
------------------------------------------------------------------



'Sunstorm' writes:
------------------------------------------------------------------

'Flickorina' wrote:
>How many of you are so afraid of being punished for who you really are,
>that you've built an imaginary wall around yourself like a little
>isolated prison? I don't like having a wall around me but it is still
>there, and it drives me crazy. The people who know me, although they
>might be somewhat aware of the invisible wall that encircles me, they
>really don't know me at all. I am reluctant to tell them about my own
>needs and wants because of silly yet dangerous social taboos

Flickorina's post describes  the _essence_  of the problem of the
isolation of lg lovers.  It is not that we are sociopaths, perverts or
wierdos that causes the loneliness of people like myself, Flickorna and
many others of us.  I do not believe that it is even fear of punishment.
The fear of punishment arises when the opportunity to love presents itself,
and we have to make a choice: do we love and take a chance, or do we suffer
self-denial? Well, it's a lousy choice. Suffer now, or suffer even worse
later.

I conceive of us as onions, if you will.  At first glance we appear smooth,
shiny and unremarkable. But as you begin to peel away layers, you find an
intensity that you would not have expected.  Deep inside this onion is the
beating, fleshy heart of human passion, but directed towards an (in
society's eyes) unacceptable object.

There are only two groups of people that can access this intense heart:
little girls themselves, and certain adults who know and understand, and
whom we trust utterly.

These adults are few and far between. I once had a relationship with an
adult female my age who asked: "What makes you tick?"  Ha, if I could have
told her that, she would have known all. But right there was "the rub."
You cannot tell, not because you will be punished, but because people can't
handle it. They immediately think you are a threat, and at the very least,
friendship is gone.  And so, except in a very few cases, you must keep that
last layer, that final invisible wall, between you and others.

And so you carry on in daily life, doing your job, people knowing you, but
not able to discern your real character. They may even give signals that
they want to know you better, be your friend. Of course you may want this
yourself, but for me at least, the fact that I can't share my very
_essence_ with them makes a truly deep friendship with them impossible.

And now we come back to the "falling away of the world" that I've spoken
of. If we do not have truly deep friendships with "non-believers", what is
left to us? What is left are the moments of total dedication we can
experience when we _are_ with a special lg. When I am at a sporting event,
or a party, or a picnic, or a nudist camp, and there is an lg around that
is willing to play with me and be with me and accept my attention and love,
then the tunnel vision begins. I see only her. I want only to devote myself
to her for the little time we may have together. Of course people notice
this. Of course they feel put out and wonder if it's not a little odd, the
amount of time and energy I devote to this child.  I've seen lg lovers do
better than I simply because they take the time to woo the parents first.
It's good strategy, but who can think straight when you see her walk
bare-chested in the warm  sun through the gate at the nudist camp pool, or
she looks at you and wants a piggy back ride, or she sits , unbidden, on
your lap? Not me.

So get used to it, Flickorina. Because you will be hard pressed to find
adults who will accept your proclivities, and you will be hard pressed to
find lg's you can safely love in the way you want to. The invisible wall is
here to stay.

'Sunstorm'
----------------------------------------------------------------------




'Sanctuary' writes:
----------------------------------------------------------------------

'Simon' wrote:
>But the strange thing is - Lisa is the most perfect girl I ever 
>met, but I did not fall in love with her. Perhaps it was because 
>I know I can not see her very often because she lives far away 
>from me.

How often can you see her? I was only able to see S... once a 
year but we still grew pretty close. I think once a year was too 
long because she forgot about me too easily and did not write
to me.

--

'Desire' wrote:
>I also think that when one doesn't allow oneself to interact freely
>with children as a GL, one's contacts will be worse in those cases one
>does.

I understand what you say but the problem for me is finding children
to interact with. All I have left is public places but there is never
enough time to really connect. Whenever I have the time and the
child has not been too heavily indoctrinated I am able to establish
lovely contacts. My daughter is growing up and her friends are getting
older (and male) as well. I am not qualified for children's work but
here in the US penalties are far stiffer for someone who is viewed as
an 'authority figure', thereby making purposeful contacts far more
risky. I had a small position working with teenagers but was charged
with sexual abuse because I was playing with them. My church
contacts have disappeared because of my withdrawal in the midst
of pedophilic suspicions. I am starting to feel isolated despite my
fellowship with ASGL-L. How do you interact with them?

'Sanctuary'
----------------------------------------------------------------------



'?' writes:
----------------------------------------------------------------------

This post was incorrectly attributed to 'Annabel Lee'.  It is 
'Sunstorm's post.

>'Annabel Lee' (?) writes:
>
>'Sunstorm' wrote:
>>> It isn't necessary to be loved by the masses. It is
>>>only necessary to be loved by one special little girl, and the rest
>>>of the world falls away meaninglessly.
>
>>Sometimes I wish that were true.  It would be a much less painful life but
>>I realize that my concern for the opinions of the world is a reflection of
>>my socially responsible nature and is what causes me to be a "do gooder".
>>Those without any sensitivity to social opinions tend to be sociopaths
>>which is completely opposite of what I am and what I want to be.
>
>(sunstorm says:)
>Are you telling me this makes me a socially irresponsible person? .
>Sociopathic behavior descriptions are usually reserved for criminals who
>go about life inflicting pain on others because it suits their purposes.
>Not that I need to justify myself to you, but  I am not a sociopath.  I
>_am_ , however, an individual who has the capacity to fully engage himself
>in a relationship with an lg. IMHO lukewarm responses and fence-sitting
>somehow just don't "cut it" when we're talking about love relationships.

'?'
----------------------------------------------------------------------
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USA: Net porn law challenged
--------------------------------------------------------------

January 11th 1999

_Major online companies threw their support behind a
federal challenge to the Child Online Protection Act today,
but they aren't expected to join the lawsuit._ 

A coalition of 17 public interest groups and high-tech
trade associations filed an amicus - or "friend of
court" - brief on behalf of the American Civil Liberties
Union, which sued the government to overturn the law. 
Amicus briefs are filed by nonparty groups when they 
believe a case has important consequences. 

The >Justice Departmen and the ACLU will square off in 
the U.S. District Court in Philadelphia, January 20, where 
the civil liberties group is seeking a permanent 
injunction against the law. In November, Judge
Lowell Reed temporarily halted enforcement of the law on
grounds that it could violate the First Amendment.

The coalition offering its support today includes the
American Society of Newspaper Editors, the Center for
Democracy and Technology, the Internet Alliance, the
Newspaper Association of America, the Magazine Publishers
of America, People for the American Way, the Recording
Industry Association of America, the Society of
Professional Journalists, and others. The trade groups
represent companies including Microsoft and America 
Online.

 In its brief, the coalition argues that COPA, like an
infamous portion of the Communications Decency Act that was
struck down by the Supreme Court, is too broad and stifles
adult speech by potentially cutting off access to an array
of content.

The legislation makes it a federal crime to "knowingly"
communicate material considered "harmful to minors." 
Penalties include fines of up to $50,000 for each day of 
violation, and up to six months in prison if convicted. 
The government also has the option to bring a civil suit 
against individuals under a far lower standard of proof, 
with the same financial penalty of up to $50,000 per 
violation.

--------------------------------------------------------------



UK -- this week's Jack "I-Am-The-Law" Straw round-up:
--------------------------------------------------------------

January 14th 1999     

'Riot squads' to restore order at child prison 
  
  PRISON officers in full riot gear will be sent in to
quell future disturbances at Britain's first child jail
under plans drawn up by the Home Office. 

Jack Straw wants "tornado teams" of helmeted officers
dressed in protective clothing and armed with batons to be
on standby to deal with children at the Medway Secure 
Training Centre in Kent. 

The officers, fully trained in using tough
control-and-restraint techniques on adult prisoners, 
will be called in from jails on the Isle of Sheppey and
Rochester in the event of a major threat to control. 

Mr Straw's plan was disclosed on the eve of today's
publication of a damning report into the running of the
centre.  The inspection report of the purpose-built centre 
is highly critical of the frequency and extent of restraint
techniques used by staff on youngsters at the centre during
the early months of its operation last year. It will also
criticise the regime provided to youngsters and the amount
of time they were isolated in their rooms.

Richard Tilt, the Director-General of the Prison Service,
and his deputy, had expressed reservations about the plan
and, prison governors have questioned the legality of
prison officers being allowed to use control-and-restraint
techniques on children. 

The Prison Offficers' Association has also expressed alarm
at the effect of the techniques and at the public's
reaction to prison officers being drafted in. 

Mark Healy, chairman of the Prison Officers' Association,
which is to meet Home Office officials about the plan later
this month, said: "We have got real concerns about fully
trained prison officers applying control and restraint
methods on what are effectively children." 

In 1996, 179,300 10 to 17-year-olds were convicted in 
England and Wales.

--
  
January 12th 1999     

_Straw to weaken code on freedom_

  JACK STRAW is to water down plans to end secrecy in
government. He has decided to remove the word "substantial"
from the harm test which will govern the disclosure of
documents to the public. The change is to be included in
the draft Freedom of Information Bill next month.

Mr Straw was concerned that it could compromise police and
intelligence work. Mr Straw has asked
officials to draw up definitions of harm for national security, 
defence and international relations; law enforcement; 
personal privacy; commercial confidentiality; safety of the 
individual, the public and the environment; information 
supplied in confidence; and official advice to ministers.

----------------------------------------------------------------



Australia:
----------------------------------------------------------------

_Judges to identify juvenile sex offenders_

16th Jan 99

JUDGES will be able to name children found guilty of sex 
crimes for the first time under new laws to be put before 
the State Parliament.

Judges will be given the discretion to allow the 
identification of juveniles convicted of crimes including 
sexual assault, assault with intent to have sexual 
intercourse, and specific sexual offences against
children aged under 10 years.

New South Wales will be the first Australian State to 
name juvenile offenders.  Children charged with such 
crimes are are automatically tried in adult courts. 

Attorney-General Jeff Shaw's decision to change the law
which has been in place for more than 30 years is
understood to have been a result of lobbying from victims'
groups. 

----------------------------------------------------------------



USA:
----------------------------------------------------------------

06/26/98

_NEA can deny funding for 'indecent' art_
 
WASHINGTON - The government can deny cash grants to artists
because their work is considered indecent, the Supreme
Court ruled Thursday, saying the policy does not violate
artists' free-speech rights.

The 8-1 decision said the National Endowment for the Arts
can consider indecency, as well as artistic merit, in
deciding who gets public money for the arts.

A federal judge in California previously ruled the law
unconstitutional, as did the 9th U.S. Circuit Court of
Appeals. The law would let the government deny funding to
artists because of their political or social message or
because an artist is too controversial, the appeals court
said.

In asking the Supreme Court to reinstate the law, the
Clinton administration argued that the government can use
"highly selective" funding rules to decide which arts
projects most deserve taxpayers' support.

The case is *National Endowment for the Arts vs. Finley,
97-371*. 

----------------------------------------------------------------



Academic research (4 items):
----------------------------------------------------------------

"Globalization of Pedophilia" by Nicolaus Heim, Freie 
Universitat Berlin.  International Society of Political 
Psychology, Twenty-First Annual Scientific Meeting, Montreal, 
Canada, 12-15 July 1998.

--

Glasser, M.  
Origins and consequences of sexual deviance in adulthood

Contact person:
M. Glasser, Portman Clinic, 8 Fitzjohns Avenue, GB-London

Abstract:
_This is a case record study of clients who are sexual
deviants who are in psychotherapy. The aim is to obtain a
profile of these clients over the period of psychotherapy
which is usually 2-3 years. The object of the study is to
try to obtain information about the origins of incest and
paedophilia in family, social environment and
psychopathology terms and also to try to ascertain what the
outcome or the consequences of this paedophilia consist of.
The numbers are quite considerable. This particular study
will monitor 2000 patients. The numbers are large, and
hence the changes of identifying patterns are considerable.
The strength of the study is that the information comes
from psycho-analytical interview data and hence the clients
are much more willing to talk about their life experiences
and their behaviour, both currently and consequently. This
would not be achievable with a forensic sample within a
penal institution._

Beginning date: _01/93_
End of data collection: _12/94_
Data computerized: _yes_

No. of cohorts / No. of completed waves:_ 1 / _

Sample size:_ 2000_
Core sample: _2000 _
Age range at first data collection: _adults _

   [ Was this ever published ?? ]

--

UK, 1996 --

The Oxford Centre for Socio-Legal Studies carried out
research into the effect on juries of knowing that the
defendant has a previous conviction. The research
indicated that:-

Particular types of convictions, such as indecent assault
on a child, can be particularly prejudicial to the
defendant *whatever the offence charged*.
 
Recent convictions which are *similar* to the offence
charged increase the perceived probability of guilt of the
offence charged.

Knowledge of a previous conviction for a dishonesty offence
does not decrease the defendant s credibility as a witness
in the eyes of the jury; but a previous conviction of
indecent assault on a child, because of the "all-round
negative evaluation" of such a person, will have a
significant impact on the jurors perception of the
defendant's credibility as a witness *whatever the offence
charged*.

--

'Pedophilia and deafness'
Vernon, McCay and Rich, Steven 
_American Annals of the Deaf_ 142:4 (1997) 
Pages 300-311

Data from 22 cases of deaf individuals suffering from
pedophilia are presented along with a tabular summary of
recent articles from the deaf press, about deaf victims of
pedophilia and deaf pedophiles. Results indicate a number
of factors that distinguish deaf pedophiles from hearing
pedophiles. First is the prevalence of Primitive
Personality Disorder in the deaf group. Corollary to this,
with a significant number of pedophiles, competence to
stand trial is a major issue. Other significant differences
include a high rate of brain damage, illiteracy, poor
communication skills, and other psychiatric illnesses. Two
of the 22 cases were deaf females with pedophilia. The mean
performance IQ of the sample was 102.8 and the distribution
of scores was bimodal. Case histories are presented and
discussed, and legal issues, prevention, and punishment are
addressed. 

----------------------------------------------------------------




Art, Books, Movies:
----------------------------------------------------------------

_Beautiful Girls_

(R; 113 min.) Guys, if you missed your sensitivity lesson
today -- well, you can skip this movie too. Through obvious
and flawed morality tales about a group of none-too-bright
men and the women they torment with their insensitivity,
*Beautiful Girls* vainly attempts to portray all the male
no-no's that result in guaranteed female rejection. The
film's most useful tip? Pedophilia is not an alluring
quality, a concept that Willie (Timothy Hutton) ignores as
he develops disturbingly strong affections for the
13-year-old girl next door.

--

"The ZKM | Media Museum also houses an 'interactive
art gallery' [...] Masaki Fujihata's "Beyond Pages" is one work 
exhibited [...] But must popular with all visitors is pushing 
the handle of a virtual door in [Fujihata's work]. The image of 
a door is projected on to the wall; it opens quickly, 
accompanied by the laughter of a naked child who briefly is 
to be seen." -- ZKM Center for Art and Media, Germany.

--

"Mapplethorpe's controversial _Honey, 1976_ is said to portray 
a nude child..."

 -- Richard Bolton, "The cultural contradictions of conservatism," 
_New Art Examiner_ 17 (June 1990), pp.24-29, p72.

   [ Anyone know more about this photo ? ]

--

From UseNet...

"I've always liked Ehlana ever since I've read my first Eddings book 
(The Sapphire Rose). I especially liked Sparhawk's 'flashback' 
of their times together when she was just a Princess and he her 
protector. Though I don't consider myself all that much of a 
sentimentalistic romantic, their marriage, consummation
and reunion at the end of tSR had me in tears, and no, I'm
not joking.

Maybe it's the way Eddings writes, but he somehow makes
paedophilia - while not completely acceptable - somewhat
much less than the capital crime it is today (unofficially, 
of course). Take a look at Arissa (tSO, I think) to see what 
I mean. The idea of a five-year-old falling head-over-heels 
in love at the first sight of Sparhawk was somehow believable, 
as was the subsequent seduction (and that it was) plan she 
put into execution. And Sparhawk wasn't exactly that much 
to look at, by his own admission.

Anyway, I enjoyed myself thoroughly reading how she
ensnared him nicely (and again at Danae's manipulations of 
Talen :)) and she contnued to show this talent of manipulations 
at the choosing of a new Archprelate, and yet again at 
Emperor Sarabian's court. Under Sparhawk's tutelage, she 
learnt the fine arts of rulership and diplomacy, although that 
wasn't all that much obvious when she confronted Sarathi at 
the beginning of DoF.

Well, that about ends what I have to say about Ehlana."


  [ Anyone know more about this author he's talking about ? ]

--

Australia: Jan 99

THE latest controversial film version of Vladimir Nabokov's novel 
Lolita is finally to screen in Australia after being cold-
shouldered by film distributors for two years.

Beyond Films, an independent distributor, has just bought
the rights and will release the film nationally on March 4. 

British director Adrian Lyne's film, which stars Jeremy
Irons and Dominique Swain, has already been released
in 19 countries including the US, Britain, Russia, France,
Germany and South Korea.

In the US, as in Australia, its producers found trouble
getting a distribution deal, but it finally found release
last September.

Irons will be visiting Australia to promote the film next
month.

Beyond distribution executive Peter Taylor said he was
surprised Lolita had taken so long to gain a distribution
deal in Australia "because I believe there are other people
who are interested in the picture".

While potential censorship was a concern - the film has yet
to be rated by the Office of Film and Literature
Classification - Mr Taylor said it had not been banned
anywhere in the world.

Nabokov's novel was previously filmed in 1962 by director
Stanley Kubrick, with James Mason and Sue Lyon in the lead
roles.

--

Australia:

15th Jan 99

TASMANIAN broadcaster WIN Television issued an unqualified 
apology to viewers yesterday after a movie allegedly 
featuring undertones of paedophilia was screened during 
the afternoon to an audience of holidaying school children. 

The Canadian film, Crazy for a Kiss, sparked a barrage of
complaints to WIN's Hobart studios, the Nine Network in
Sydney from where the telecast originated and the
Australian Broadcasting Authority.

The film was screened at 2pm and was classified PG -
parental guidance recommended. 

However, it was the original version and not the
modified-for-television cut that was screened.  He said 
it was common practice to censor films to suit a 
particular rating. 

The movie was screened in its entirety in Tasmania, New
South Wales, Victoria and South Australia. 

   [ Internet Movie Database only has one listing for a film
     of this title, and it was made by the BBC in 1995. ]

--

Donald Thomas novel "Belladonna: A Lewis Carroll Nightmare".

  [ Girl-content ?? ]

-----------------------------------------------------------------




USA: conference panel discussion
-----------------------------------------------------------------

  _Silberman:_ "It writes the story for you. In the last
week, probably everybody, at least out of the corner of
their eyes, in the last couple weeks has seen a little news
item that was filler in most places, about something called
a Cyber Tip Line, which was a Web site to report online
abuse of children and pedophiles and predators, etc. It was
announced at a meeting or at a press conference, Louis
Freeh was there and Steve Case, it was a very high profile
press conference in Washington. 

I spoke to Larry Magid, who wrote the document that was
also announced at that press conference, and he told me,
kind of off the record, that he thought that the real
instance where children were actually taken from their
homes or lured away, were so few that, as he said, "most
children are more in danger from the marketing techniques
on the Ben and Jerry's Web site than they are from
pedophiles.  

And yet that story ended up being uncritically spat out 
about this Cyber Tip Line and a detective at the press 
conference said, "Sixty cases--" he didn't talk about 
which cases, "Sixty 'traveler cases,' children who had
actually been convinced to leave their homes"; I'd be 
willing to bet that if you actually looked at those 
sixty cases, you would see people who were unsatisfied 
at home, young people who left, etc.  

And yet, a couple of days after that press conference, 
Louis Freeh is using online predators and pedophiles 
as an argument against strong cryptography."

 -- Steve Silberman, Senior Culture Writer of
 *Wired News*.  Conference on Technorealism, March 19, 
 1998, Panel 2: 'T E C H N O R E A L I S M  A P P L I E D'

-----------------------------------------------------------------


From a Classical Studies mailing-list:
-----------------------------------------------------------------

Tue, 12 Jan 1999
To: classics lgb
Subject: looking for two sources

Hello all,

I need a guiding hand, as a non-specialist myself.  I recall that
somewhere in the Hippocratic corpus, it is advised that young girls be
married off before they begin menstruating, or at very close to that time
in order to prevent the morbidity that might arise of not using that
function of one's body.  I recall that when this came up in class, we
conjectured that this might have also served as a means of minimising
the number of births to occur outside marriage.

I would greatly appreciate any guidance.

-----------------------------------------------------------------




Great mis-heard lyrics of the band 'Dream Theatre', #1
-----------------------------------------------------------------

"Nobody knows what they want, till they're fondling little
girls" -- actually (so they say) -- "Nobody knows what they 
want, till they finally let it all go" (from "6:00")

-----------------------------------------------------------------



ends
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  [ Very interesting news from Canada, just too late to 
    make it into the press-cuttings round-up... ]


_Canada's law against possessing child pornography 
violates Charter of Rights, Justice rules_

-- January 15, 1999 at 17:48 --

VANCOUVER, British Columbia (AP) -- A provincial judge
ruled Friday that Canada's law against possessing child 
pornography violates the freedom-of-expression clause 
of the country's Charter of Rights. "There is no evidence 
that demonstrates a significant increase in the danger 
to children caused by pornography," ruled Duncan Shaw, 
a justice of British Columbia's Supreme Court. He said 
the section of the Criminal Code that outlaws possession 
of child pornography is invalid because it violates 
charter provisions guaranteeing freedom of thought, 
belief, opinion and expression. 

The case involved pornography possession charges against 
John Sharpe. Police raided his home near Vancouver in 
April 1995, seizing music disks, photos and writings 
about child pornography.  

Sharpe defended himself in the case. He argued the 
sections of the code dealing with the possession of 
pornography violate his rights of privacy and freedom.

Prosecutors argued that allowing people to possess 
child pornography puts children at risk from pedophiles. 

But Justice Shaw said the contention that materials 
depicting sex with children actually prompt people to 
commit such acts was "only assumption."  "The intrusion 
into freedom of expression and the right of privacy 
is so profound that it is not outweighed by the 
limited beneficial effects of the prohibition," Shaw 
wrote. 

The ruling is not binding in other cases until it has 
been upheld by the Supreme Court of Canada. However,
it may be considered by other courts hearing similar 
cases. 

The provincial attorney general, Ujjal 
Dosanjh, said he needed time to study the ruling 
before commenting or deciding on an appeal.

-----------------------------------------------------------




Soft_&_Gentle writes:
---------------------------------------------------------

Hello all, 

Hope no one is too gloomy because of the serious request 
from Ianthe. Although a serious question is often avoided 
and this is a feeling that too many people think, it will 
go away.

On the news today we have a great reporter that committed 
suicide. He seem to have it all... a good job, a good 
name, a big house, family, childrens, money,... and more.

Why did he do it?

No ones know and it bring the thought of "money does not 
buy happiness", so is this mean it is the same for job 
and family.

Outside of being on a deserted island with a lg, what 
could bring me happiness?

And if we can't find it why do we still resist to suicide?

I am going to have to think to that one.

--

'Xalex' was replying to 'Quilty' writing:
>> Okay gentles, you know what pornography is, and so do I, 
>> and is has nothing to do with legal definitions. If these 
>> w0nderland people were abusing children for the purpose
>> of taking photos and posting them then they all belong in Hell.
>
> I agree with you, Quilty, on all counts

The only problem with your comment here is that child pornography is not 
the issue.

Let me explain.

Without getting into each individuals definitions of what is pornography 
(it get worst when you add child in front of it. So let say that each 
person sees it a certain way and we may or may not agree with.

Look at the statement again without considering the two words ... "child 
pornography", because the definition widely differs...

What do you see as an issue, not the fact that it is porno or not, but 
the abuse. I have nothing against child porno as many kids enjoy sexual 
activities and many like to show off and be taken pictures of. 

Let's not get into the argument that, they may like or agree now, and 
will be sorry later in their life.

Since I have not seen any article regarding this group and details are 
really few and far between, I suggest we consider the abuse issues and 
not the fact of posting. 

I am not against posting, but I am against any form of coercion / 
forced / abuse in any forms that goes against the kids will. 
Then [makers are] guilty of abusing.

So as to guilty on all counts, I cannot support that. 

First to me posting something that a kid has enjoy doing or showing is 
not a crime.

I don't know the group (w0nderland) or the exact situation as to how the 
pics were taken, so really I cannot judge the group. 

Also don't forget also the way the press like to dramatized any news 
regarding pedophiles.

Well that was short and sweet. Have a nice weekend. 

'S&G'
------------------------------------------------------------------



'Simon' writes:
------------------------------------------------------------------

'Sanctuary' wrote:
>'Simon' wrote:
>>But the strange thing is - Lisa is the most perfect girl I ever
>>met, but I did not fall in love with her. Perhaps it was because
>>I know I can not see her very often because she lives far away
>>from me.
>How often can you see her? I was only able to see S... once a
>year but we still grew pretty close. I think once a year was too
>long because she forgot about me too easily and did not write
>to me.

I hope to be able to see her every few month, but it could be that 
I'll only see her once or twice a year, I don't know by now.
This gives me a reason to speak about relations to parents 
because I have a very good relation to her father and when I drove 
there my intention was not to visit her but to see her father! 
I told her father all my feelings and he said it's OK - but he'll 
watch me. Why should't he - everything I do to his daughter is 
OK, so I have nothing that I had to hide against him.

'Simon'
----------------------------------------------------------------------



'Mach I' writes:
----------------------------------------------------------------------

It's nice to be with you all again. Thanks 'Daveboy' for your kind 
words. I'm glad to know that we have experiences and points of view in 
common. I have a lot to say ahead.

--

'Annabel Lee' wrote:
> If a child speaks in a crowded room and all of the other adults
> ignore him/her but you turn to look in his/her direction, it only
> takes a few times (sometimes only once) before you see an
> expression of amazement on the child's face and a strong interest
> in you.

This is very interesting. I never did that in such situation.
As I said in my first posting, I was never given a chance to interact 
with children due to my lack of confidence in my feelings.
Now I am aware of the strength that a bit of attention has when we 
direct it to a child. It's like magic.

--

'Desire' wrote:
> I also think that when one doesn't allow oneself to interact freely
> with children as a GL, one's contacts will be worse in those cases
> one does.

I understand that, but I live in the U.S., not in Shangri-la. Here the 
floor is slippery.

I have some experiences I'd like to post. The first one is the most 
important one. It coincidentally began a little bit after I discovered 
the girl-loving world that changed my life.

One year ago I moved to this apartment complex where my wife had a 
friend living in with her 10 year old daughter, let's call her Valerie 
or simply, Val. I knew them about six months before and I sympathized 
with Val since the first time I saw her. We met ourselves once in a 
while but I never gave much attention to her. But since we were 
neighbors, I started to see Val almost everyday. Well, it's unnecessary 
to say that in a few days we were very close friends. Val is very smart 
and interested in everything I do. I have a very good relationship with 
her mother, so I was free to talk and to stay with her at any time. Val 
was "badgering" me (as 'Annabel' mentioned) to come over her house because 
she liked to have me there. I used to "give in" very easily and she knew 
I liked to be with her too. I told her she had become very special to 
me. I loved to caress her hair and hold her hand. It was a perfect 
world!

Well, my son is 2 years younger and even if I, most of the times avoided 
to touch Val in his presence, he started to be jealous and also Val 
started to compete with my son to have my attention. In a couple of 
weeks a war was declared between them. Since then I had to be part-time 
with my son and part-time with Val. They couldn't stay together without 
teasing each other and turning to me saying "she did this" or "he did 
this"

I wanted to be fair with both but my son used to say "she's not your 
daughter and you should give reason to me". I tried my best to deal with 
them without hurting anyone's feelings and never used any form of 
father's authority with my son in this case to stop the fights. I had to 
keep them apart though.

At this point my wife and Val's mom started to tell me I was giving more 
attention to Val than to my son. They said he was always more attached 
to me than to his mom and I should not see Val too often because she was 
teasing my son too much.

It wasn't easy to me to do that. First, I didn't want to. Second, Val 
started to call me everyday, now hidden from her mom, asking me to come 
over. My feelings toward her were so intense at this point; I often had 
to find an excuse to show up at night.

Things would be better if my son and Val could have been friends. If in 
one hand I believe it's easier to be accepted in having a certain 
relationship with someone else's kids when you have your own, in the 
other hand, you can't avoid this issue about jealousy. I'm not a 
boy-lover, so in spite of giving attention and being lovable to any 
child, specially my son, there is a huge difference in my feelings to a 
girl and, the most tactful possible a have been, everybody noticed that.

Val and me have reached such a level of affection that Val was talking 
about me to everybody. I knew because a friend we have in common told me 
he was jealous because Val was not giving attention to him anymore and I 
present in any subject she talked.

One of the most spectacular things I heard from Val happened one night 
that she was complaining about adult people: "everybody teases me all 
the time and nobody cares about what I say. You are not like them. Why 
are you so different?"

I was speechless and could just give her a big smile with tears in my 
eyes, as a reply.

Well, we flew so high that we became an easy target.

I will relate what happened since then in my next post. I'm sorry to 
write so much (I also talk too much) but I have to mention the details 
because it might be interesting and can lead to identification with some 
of your own situations.

'Mach I'
---------------------------------------------------------------------



'Rasputin's Dog' writes:
---------------------------------------------------------------------

Hello Everyone,

I've been thinking, I have a habit of doing that. In a round about
process I've come to thoughts of how gl's as world wide whole could
bring about a revolution and change in peoples thoughts and attitudes
about gl and paedophillia. I have a few thoughts to begin this
discussion. I have heard members recently mention of a lack of
co-ordination among gl's. I believe this is an important beginning
step. I think it is also important to look at other groups who have
went through such trials and tribulations in bringing about their
acceptance, ie gays and lesbians. Another step is to come to, as much
as possible, a complete understanding of the laws pertaining to
paedophillia, and such. As a final thought for today looking at our
predecessors, maybe it is necessary for there to be willing martyrs
for our cause. Any thoughts or ideas?

'Rasputin's Dog'
--------------------------------------------------------------------



'oskar' writes
--------------------------------------------------------------------

When i read your post Flickorna, i really saw my own feelings in what 
you said in response to the issue of suicide. I have thought about it 
myself, not seriously, but at the end of this last school semester 
november and december, I was extremely depressed. I won't repeat you 
Flickorna, but the things you said were some of the exact same things 
i was feeling and were making me depressed.

I realized that I would never have the type of relationship i want 
with a young girl. And that realization turned into me feeling that i 
could never truly be happy. And this completely depressed me. I think 
my depression also stemmed off the fact that for the three months i 
was at school, i had no contact (with one or two minor exceptions) 
with a little girl. And this really started to drive me crazy.

I was getting depressed terribly every night. It ruined my school work 
because i could never concentrate. I'd usually get depressed, and then 
drink almost every night. Believe me, i may only be 20, but i found 
out really quickly that alcohol only made things much much worse.
I'd be depressed, start crying, then drink, and passout. This was 
almost every night for a month, and it really took it's toll on me.

I really needed someone to talk to about this. All my friends know 
about me, but I had a hard time just bringing up why I was so 
depressed, mostly because they wouldn't completely understand. I 
talked with them some about it. And they knew why i was so depressed, 
i think too, they just didn't know what to say to me about it. Two of 
my best friends (who are also my roomates) were talking one night when 
they thought I was asleep, and they were talking about my situation, 
and I remember one of them saying something how "if they were in my 
situation, what are you going to do?"

I was talking to another friend of mine about this, and the one thing 
I remember her saying (i was very drunk and don't remember much of 
that night) is "I really don't know what to tell you". I really wish i 
could remember more of what we talked about. She is a very good person 
to talk about this kind of stuff to because she is very understanding 
and really realizes my predicament.

I'm really sorry for rambling on about this, but i've been meaning to 
write this for awhile, and i need to let all this out. 

On to what this was originally all about. I was getting really worried 
about myself when i would get depressed and go walking around the 
city. It was really bad for me because any time i saw any little girl 
it would get worse, and it started to be that when i crossed the 
street, i wouldn't look because i didn't care if a car was coming that 
much. if i got hit, i got hit. it wasn't a straightfoward attempt at 
suicide, well maybe subconciously it was, but it really started to 
scare. 

This isn't much of a way to end this, but thank you for listening, and 
if you have any encouraging words for me i would greatly appreciate 
them. it is really encouraging though, to read this list here and hear 
about all of your experiences. It makes me feel more and more that it 
is possible for me.

'oskar'
---------------------------------------------------------------------



'?' writes:
---------------------------------------------------------------------

>It seems I was wrong when I suggested that knowledge of 
>w0nderland was common, 

To be honest with you, untill I got here, I'd never heard of it. Was it 
real porn or just more nudist stuff?

   [ Ianthe re-posts news-cuttings...

The Operation Cathederal/Wonderland case:
---------------------------------------------------------------

 [ AP wire story: ]

Worldwide sting nets 46 in child porn ring

_By Sarah Wyatt / Associated Press_
 
    LONDON -- Suspected members of a child pornography ring
who allegedly traded pictures of children as young as 18
months old over the Internet were targeted in a sting
Wednesday in 12 countries, including the United States and
Britain.
 
    The raids that led to almost four dozen arrests
worldwide were conducted against suspected members of the
Wonderland Club who, according to authorities, exchanged
thousands of pornographic images of children via
cyberspace.
 
    The British National Crime Squad began the
investigation five months ago and uncovered a database of
more than 100,000 pornographic photos of children,
officials said.

    To join the child pornography ring, members had to have
multiple images of child pornography, and some had as many
as 10,000 pictures, U.S. Customs agents said. The ring
allegedly began in the United States.

    British authorities said 46 arrests worldwide were made
Wednesday, and U.S. Customs predicted there would be more
as officials evaluated the evidence collected. Hundreds of
people are suspected of being connected with the
pornography ring.

    The raids occurred in Australia, Austria, Belgium,
Britain, Finland, France, Germany, Italy, Norway, Portugal,
Sweden and the United States.

    According to international and U.S. authorities, police
arrested 11 people in Britain, 10 in Germany, eight in
Norway, five in France, four each in the United States and
Australia, three in Italy and one in Sweden. 

--

  [ Best background coverage, from The Telegraph, London... ]

BRITISH detectives faced a disturbing dilemma in the
complex operation against "w0nderland", the most dangerous
paedophile gang traced on the Internet.

 They needed to weigh the protection of children who might
fall prey to w0nderland members in the UK against the aim
of destroying the international ring and saving many more
around the world from appalling abuse.

 Senior officers from the National Crime Squad knew
w0nderland was unprecedented not only because of its scale
and sophistication but also because of the presence in its
ranks of a significant number of "producers" of child porn
- in other words, abusers.

 At least 50 abused children have been identified from
images recovered so far and detectives fear more than twice
that number of young boys and girls, most under 10, will be
featured in what is likely to be a haul of more than one
million images from yesterday's operation.

 As they tackled the "logistical nightmare" of
co-ordinating action in 12 countries over several months,
officers questioned almost daily whether any children were
being abused while their investigation continued. Anyone
believed to be abusing would have to be stopped
immediately. But arrests risked jeopardising the whole
operation by alerting w0nderland organisers.

 In the event, however, three suspects were arrested for
unrelated reasons, including a former RAF employee who was
a prolific producer of images of himself abusing his
children and has since been jailed for 12 years. The NCS
team - headed by Det Supt John Stewardson and including a
number of detectives from Sussex - took the risk of causing
two other men suspected of abuse to be held by local
forces, without any mention of w0nderland. In these cases,
hard disks were copied.

 Though clearly nervous, particularly about the ex-RAF
man's arrest, w0nderland organisers kept the ring going.
The other UK suspects, in a total of 15 identified
initially, were subjected to a nationwide surveillance
operation. The aim was two-fold - to place them at
properties linked to particular telephone numbers calling
w0nderland and to look for any evidence of children
associated with suspects.

 Senior officers assessed that there was no active abuse
while Operation Cathedral ran. One senior source said: "If
it is found someone we were watching was abusing children,
then we will have to accept criticism. But we had to make a
judgment call. We were aware that there were many children
around the world being abused for the benefit of w0nderland
and we wanted to put a stop to that."

 Cathedral was born out of a an American customs inquiry
into the depraved activities of a small Internet-based gang
called the Orchid Club, involving seven or eight adults and
two young children in "live time abuse". Through a
video-based technology known as "CU See Me" - designed for
video conferencing in business - members of the gang could
watch abuse of a child on the Internet and contact the
abuser with requests for particular sexual acts.

 One member of the Orchid Club was a computer expert living
in East Sussex. Sussex Police arrested him and, unknown to
the man, studied the hard disk of his computer, discovering
the existence of w0nderland. In the view of one technical
expert consulted by Sussex police, it was by far the
largest and most sophisticated paedophile grouping
identified on the Internet. It was described as "probably
the core of hardcore paedophilia on the Net". Sussex called
in the NCS, the national detective agency, when the
international spread of w0nderland became clear.

 A further breakthrough came with the arrest in the
North-West of the ex-RAF man. High-quality pictures of him
abusing his children had been found in the Sussex man's
computer. It became clear from an analysis of the two men's
hard disks - the ex-RAF man gave details of his passwords
when he wrongly surmised that police had broken his
encryption codes - that the gang was using an ultra-secure
"server" based in America.

 This marked a significant increase in sophistication over
previous Internet gangs, whose members frequented publicly
accessible sites and simply communicated to each other by
e-mail which could be monitored by police. Up to 200 people
in more than 40 countries were suspected of being members
of w0nderland. Some are believed to have visited each other
to organise abuse or swap videos.

 The scale of w0nderland's operations marked it apart. One
investigator said: "In the past a good collection of
paedophile images might be about 500 to 1,000. To get
membership of this club you had to demonstrate you had at
least 10,000 different images. A lot of Internet
paedophilia is the same pictures going round and round. In
w0nderland, members actually created pictures."

 It emerged that one member had 43,000 images and another
45,000. One Italian member had around 180,000 images.
Members had to be willing to trade. Most pictured victims
were under 10, with more girls than boys. Members provided
references when they applied to join and voted in a group
of executives to run the "service". Strict rules about the
security of images were enforced by a "management
committee".

 One of the senior w0nderland members bore the nickname
Harry Mudd, taken from a character in an obscure episode of
the television series Star Trek. Another member had the
nickname Ahura, the black woman lieutenant on the bridge of
the Starship Enterprise.

 The w0nderland service operated, essentially, as a "room"
rented on the Internet from an apparently legitimate server
in America, which is thought not to have known the use to
which it was being put. Access was controlled by a robot
computer called Alice which looked for passwords from
members and then checked that the manner in which they were
communicating matched their details.

--

 [ Background, from a USA paper... ]

The case was an offshoot of the 1996 investigation in San
Jose of the "Orchid Club," an international network of
pedophiles who conspired to sexually molest five girls,
ages 4 to 10, and trade sexually explicit pictures of them
on the Internet.

 Ronald Riva, a former Soledad prison guard who authorities
have said was the leader of the ring, was sentenced to 30
years in federal prison last year in U.S. District Court in
San Jose after pleading guilty to child-pornography
charges. He had already been given a life sentence
by a Monterey County Superior Court judge for molesting the
five girls during a slumber party in his Greenfield home.
Twelve others either have pleaded guilty or have been
convicted in connection with that case.

 One of the Orchid Club defendants gave authorities
information about people in the United Kingdom who had sent
him child pornography. The Customs Service notified British
authorities, who seized the computers of those people and,
stumbled upon the larger group. In May, British authorities 
gave the information to the U.S. Customs Service, which 
launched an investigation dubbed "Operation Cheshire Cat,"
another reference to "Alice in Wonderland."

 The Wonderland ring actually extends into 47 countries, but 
those targeted were the ones where raids could be coordinated
among local authorities, Customs Service officials said.

 Customs Service officials said there is evidence that some
members of the group exchanged real-time images of children
being molested and created some of the pornographic still
images they exchanged. Authorities will analyze the images
to try to determine whether any of the children depicted
live with the people arrested.  London detectives say they 
expect to identify up to 100 children involved in the 
production of Wonderland pornography.

   ... ends ]

--

>But if for some reason ASGL-L was 'busted' and the majority
>of it's recipients arrested and jailed for something like 
>'conspiring to abuse children', I'm sure the papers would read
>similarly.  

Since we don't do pictures [here] or even know where we come from, 
how could we be guilty of anything? or is where THE THOUGHT 
POLICE come in?

--

>There may
>or may not have been members who actually 'produced child
>porn' - but even of the 360 or so members of ASGL-L, I'll eat 
>my hat if at least one hasn't taken legally questionable 
>photo's of children.

I've never taken one. I don't mean that to sound self-righteous or 
anything. I've seen things, obviously. But never actually done 
anything. To be honest, the thought of it scares the h*ll out of 
me. I don't even collect anything.

--

>About Japanese animation. I love them too. I have a thing
>for Teenbabies, on pics you only see boys, but a few
>drawings of girls have shown on some of the jap web page.
>The only thing with the page is the Kanji and lack of
>translation. I wish I could find a basic guide in English
>to help follow-up with the different artist or series. 

I've sort of been interested in the Japanese stuff, but it seemed 
to be just lots of giant-breasted young women. Am I missing 
something?

--

>About boy-lovers being more organized the girl-lovers. I think
>is the fact that boy-lover are less hunted and watch then
>girl. I stand of how often you hear boy-rape and girl-rape?
>I really believe that many a GL web site will be shut down as soon
>as it's existence is know, and the same quick action to
>shutdown is not existing for boy. 

I really think you're right about this. although there is a general 
bias. Boys are the sexual ones, girls are somehow pristine and 
untouchable. While they don't approve of the adult being sexual, they 
certainly don't think of the boy as a victim. If anything, there's a 
silent approval.

---------------------------------------------------------------------



'Freddy' writes:
---------------------------------------------------------------------

Hi,

'Sunstorm's last post summed up everything very well. I think he's spot
on with his observations. If people would be willing to 
accept me for exactly who I am, then I would be happy to interact more
with them. As it is, there is always going to be a barrier. 
When in conversation with people, and up comes the subject of love and
relationships, what can I say? Yeah I loved this person. 
Thing is she was 8 years old? I don't think so. I find too that if I
have a girl in my life then she makes up for all the other 
heartaches that surround at times. But when she isn't there it's hard.
And when I have no-one, there is only memories. Which are 
nice, but not enough really. You don't really appreciate what you have
until it's gone. Probably because you're enjoying yourself 
too much! I think it's also the case that we get depressed more
because of the fact that we cannot share our problems of love with 
anyone. So-called normal people, if they are having problems with the
one they love, can share with their friends, get advice and 
encouragement. They can share the good times too, which is also
important. We cannot share our feelings, so we keep them to 
ourselves, and it isn't healthy. When it comes to suicide, I have to
say that I have never considered that to be an option, I 
sometimes wonder if my life is really worth anything. If died, who
would care? Who would miss me? Would it really make a 
difference to anyone? If I hadn't been born, would the world be worse
off? Probably not. But even so, with all these negative 
thoughts, I could not consider suicide, because I don't really think
it would solve anything's and it might make things worse! If you 
are with a girl a love, then you must enjoy her as much as you can for
as long as you can. When she's gone, remember her, but 
move on and try to find a new love. Surely there will be one? 

Well, that's really all for now. Take care.

'Freddy'
---------------------------------------------------------------



'Surgeboy' writes:
---------------------------------------------------------------

Essentially, what I would really like to do is readjust 
the public view of us in a more positive light. If
people didn't automatically scream monster when they
think of us, we could be more open about who we are.

Using the media wisely (literature, current events,
film, etc.,) we could reinvent 'the pedophile' in ways
that make a more acceptable presence in everyday life.

Also, we could band together and become politically
active, forcing candidates to recognize our issues.

The way to do that is to have a census of everyone
like us.  If we could somehow prove that we represent
at least ten percent of the American population then
we might have quite a platform to stand on!

Naturally, we would need to know who the best targets
are and how to use them.  Guerrilla-style tactics
might work although there might be a few things that
could lead to legal trouble.  It would be best to use
methods that would allow our targets to 'hang themselves'
with their own incompetence.

My advice is to encourage a change in attitudes using
the resources available to us.  And if an opportunity
conveniently comes along to undermine our enemies, we
should consider it carefully. 

Possibly the most overt effort would center around a
Presidential campaign.

If one of us could somehow manage to build a very high
popularity rating and then maintain it as we 'admit'
our 'dark' secret, then the public might have a chance
to see what are REALLY like.

By acting contrary to the picture most people conjure
when they think of us, the candidate could help improve
our public image.  Also, the candidate would also be
able to honestly educate the public about what we are
about and what we must suffer every day.  If we could
actively support this person, we could push for huge
reforms in the treatment of Gelfs.

It wouldn't be easy, and the election wouldn't be in
our favor, but if we made a few decent strides then
perhaps it would be worth it.

Comments?

   [ I would say make it a "joke" candidate - which after
     all will be how the media will present it to the 
     American public - which goes so "over the top" in
     his (her?) 'promotion of paedophilia' that it kind of 
     'flips over' from humorous satire into making a few
     sidelong serious points to those attuned enough
     to be able to pick them up. ]

--

Hey, has anyone seen the Doonesbury strip where a little
girl brings up the subject of 'aural sex' with Zonker?

Very funny!  You should see it soon at this site: 
http://www.doonesbury.com/

--

The topic of religion came up awhile back and I wanted
to share my views.

Neither I, nor any self-respecting and God-fearing person
should ever get overly involved in 'religion'.

God did not create religion; people did.

These people invented religion to hide the obvious fact
that they new nothing about the Bible or the message God
was trying to convey.

The REAL story is far more 'incredible' than you may have
heard.  Man was never meant to made in the flesh, but was
created originally in everlasting spirit!

We (yes, that means you and I and any one who has lived and
'died' on this earth) messed up.  Many of us, anyway.

I would LOVE to explain as much as I understand, except I
doubt I could really teach very well.  Go ahead and ask,
though, and I will try.  What I do know makes me very angry
because at some time people chose to ignore the truth and
confuse the issue by introducing their own.

I am sure you, too, would be furious if you knew just a
fraction of what I have learned.  For generations we have
allowed ourselves to doubt our Fathers' very existence and
constantly worried over our fate in 'Heaven' or 'Hell'
when there never was any need to do so.

Fortunately, the time will come when there will be no more
doubt or fear.  We will no longer need to listen to the
Pat Roberts and Jimmy Bakers of this world because we WILL
know what is going on and why we are here to begin with.

The Bible has many of the answers but they aren't just
going to be easy to spot.  You'll have to familiarize
yourself with its contents and then start asking some
questions (including some you thought you already knew the
answer to).  You'll begin to see more questions with each
answer, I assure you, and you'll have a confidence about
your understanding of God and plan that you never thought
possible.

But, you'll have to PROVE that you really want the know the
answers.  To do that you must personally take the time to
study the material (avoid the inspirational stuff. It's not
very helpful on this level).  Get the tools (a study Bible
and Concordance is a good start) and retain the assistance
of a knowledgable teacher (pray to God for this one, there
aren't that many around).

Finally I will reiterate my beginning message:

Don't get God confused with religion.

You'll be a lot better off.

Good luck.

'Surgeboy'
------------------------------------------------------------------







Advert:
============================================
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'Fred' writes:
----------------------------------------------------------

This is my first post to this forum, so bear with me if I
break any of the rules. I am glad this place exist, but I
am very busy and get the time to read it only once every 2
weeks or so. Let me say first that I am a divorced father
of two, a boy 10 and a girl 14. I had a very messy divorce,
which unfortunately caused some distance between my
daughter and I, but strengthened my relationship with my
son (kind of the boys against the girls thing I guess). 

I was raised in a family of 5 boys, including my father. My
brothers and father are the type of people who when hear of
a case of "child abuse" on TV, respond by saying something
like, "they should hang him from his balls from the town
square" or "send him to prison where he can get a little of
his own medicine". I have to admit that I would pipe right
in with my own comments along the same lines. We made no
distinction to the type of people who do "molest children"
and those who have sex with children which is where the
problem lies with most people. You see, I knew that I was
attracted to young girls, and it discussed me. It really
worried me, as I sure it has a lot of you, and I would
really try to fight those feelings. I did not wish to be a
"pervert", as society saw people like that. The only way I
could make myself feel better about myself was to "be
outraged" at those who acted on there feelings. 

Only after much soul searching (and a little very expensive 
therapy) did I realize that it was not me that had a problem - 
it was society that had a problem with me. I'm sure that there
are some people that think it is just wrong for a minor to
enjoy sexual stimulation, however, I think that a lot of
the people who are so active, outraged at, and revolted by
people like us, are in the same position that I was in.
They are actually attracted to young girls (after all, what
sane person wouldnt be!), and to repress these feelings,
they swoop down and massacre those who get caught (when
what they are really trying to massacre is their own
feelings!). 

This dawned on me one extraordinary day at the beach with
my family (remember all my brothers and dad?) several years
ago. We were all at our familys place on the East Coast
(there was a property owners meeting that require all of us
to be there). My oldest brothers daughter was 10 years old
at the time, and my daughter was 7. My daughter usually
went at least topless and sometimes completely nude (there
are few tourists there as it is against code to rent your
property for less that 30 days at a time) when it was just
my family there. My brothers, dad and I, were all sitting
out on the beach with our wives that morning when these 2
girls came running out of the house to play on the beach
and they were both totally nude. It seems that my daughter,
in an attempt to show off to her cousin, decided it was
going to be a "nudie" day even though we were not alone.
Her older cousin was certainly not going to be out done by
a younger cousin so she decided to be brave and go nude
also. The older girl was a little self conscious (probably
due to the recent slight puffiness around her nipples) but
after a while she got more comfortable with her nudity and
relaxed. They played for a while and as the older girl got
braver, she would go right up and sit next to, or on, her
dad or uncles. She could tell, as well as everyone else
that, this was exciting to the men and before long she was
really getting off on it. You should have seen these guys
trying to sneak peeks when they thought no one was looking
(but of course we were looking at each other almost as much
as we were looking at her!). My brothers and dad all got
sunburns on their backs that morning (they did want to lie
on their backs were their boners would be exposed and
everyone else would think they were a "pervert"!). I
realized this was the problem when we all got up to go get
some lunch and could hide their erections no more! 

It just so happens that there was a report on the 11:00 news, 
that night, of a child abuse case and you should have seen 
and heard us. Damn, I thought for a minute that we were 
going to form a posse and go hang the guy! It was instantly
crystal clear to me (thank the lord!) why I acted that way.
In beating up on the guy the report was about, I could beat
up and momentarily suppress my unwanted (at the time)
feelings! After that realization I became a much mellower
fellow. I was not longer uneasy around nude children (I am
a pediatric nurse) which in turn made them feel more at
ease. I also no longer had the immediate hatred for these
molesters you hear about on TV. Instead, I had a healthy
attitude of I wonder what the facts are Rather the lets
hang them knee jerk reaction. Now if just the rest of the
world would have this awakening!!!!! 

Give only pleasure,

'Fred'
---------------------------------------------------------------




'Surgeboy' writes:
---------------------------------------------------------------

You know, I just had an idea that might work to help 'us' find
a girl who would satisfy us.

If we could somehow educate a lot of the children in the country
about sex and sexuality in a way that encourages them to want to
have sex, even demand it, we might have an easier time setting
the dialog in support of pedophilia.

When more than half of America's kids are screaming at the adults
about how there is a conspiracy to maintain an adult monopoly on
sex, quite a few people in high places are going to listen.

And if you're worried about retaliation, think about this: who is
going to set the Riot Police out on a bunch of eight-year-olds?

   [ http://www.duende.demon.co.uk/strike/childstrike.html ]

--

I will admit that one of the main reasons I enjoy anime is because
of way most of the young female characters are drawn to resemble
pre-adolescent girls.  The art style is comfortable and flows easy
without a lot of sharp lines, which I also like.

Why do YOU like anime?

--

The topic of suicide depresses me.  Also, I have no doubt that
suicide not only doesn't solves your problems but will actually
make them worse.

People who commit suicide allow themselves to think that death
will be the end to everything.  Nothing could be more insulting
to God, or further from the truth!

Through suicide, you say "I don't believe you or in you, God!"

Also, those who end their lives easily forget that they are also 
committing murder.  You are one of God's precious children and
killing that child is terrible.  God sees little difference between
murder and suicide.

I do wish that suicide was easier to prevent and the causes were
easier to identify and deal with, though.

That is really all I can offer on that subject.

--

Finally, I would like to ask you all out there if you happen to
know what has happened to the Fresh Petals web site.

It hasn't been updated for a while now, as many of you may have
noticed, but an explanation is not forthcoming.

Does anyone have any idea what's going on?

'Surgeboy'
------------------------------------------------------------------

  [ I guess you're looking at the wrong part ?  Go in through
    the gateway page (url at the top of every ASGL-L posting)
    and check the What's New? page, which has been updated 
    about six times since Xmas with about fifty urls and more
    papers and books than you can read in a week.  Last full
    "issue" was at the end of Summer 98 and I am currently 
    working on the Winter 99 issue - all contributions welcome. 
    Volunteers to take on the updating of a themed page are
    also welcome. ]



'Sanctuary' writes:
-------------------------------------------------------------------

'Simon' wrote:
>I hope to be able to see her every few month, but it could be that 
>I'll only see her once or twice a year, I don't know by now.

That could be enough if you have quality contacts when you
*are* together.

>I told her father all my feelings and he said it's OK - but he'll 
>watch me. Why should't he - everything I do to his daughter is 
>OK, so I have nothing that I had to hide against him.

Why shouldn't he? Suppose that your feelings progress to an
erotic level. Will you tell the father about that?

'Santuary'
-------------------------------------------------------------------




'Xalex' writes:
-------------------------------------------------------------------

'Soft_&_Gentle' wrote:
> Without getting into each individuals definitions of what is
>pornography
> (it get worst when you add child in front of it. So let say
>that each
> person sees it a certain way and we may or may not agree with.
>
> Look at the statement again without considering the two words
>... "child
> pornography", because the definition widely differs...
>
> What do you see as an issue, not the fact that it is porno or
>not, but
> the abuse. I have nothing against child porno as many kids
>enjoy sexual
> activities and many like to show off and be taken pictures of.

If you read 'Quilty's' post carefully, you'd notice word 'abuse'.
I think it says enough to clear any misunderstanding of my reply
and my agreement with what he said. If you want to go further and
define what abuse is then look at the posts by 'I like em yng' to
usenet (although it may be too late, because the series I'm
referring to was posted few weeks ago) and then you'll
(hopefully) understand what abuse is. On the other hand, I have
nothing against making pics or posting them to Usenet, even if
they're offensive to someone, but I do feel sorry for the ABUSED
kids - not because I'm trying hard to fit into this screwed-up
society, but because I really LOVE little girls.

--

'Surgeboy' wrote:
> The REAL story is far more 'incredible' than you may have
> heard.  Man was never meant to made in the flesh, but was
> created originally in everlasting spirit!

> We (yes, that means you and I and any one who has lived and
> 'died' on this earth) messed up.  Many of us, anyway.

So how did you or me or anyone, including our pretty LGs, messed
up? By having those, oh so vile, thoughts about sex?

'Xalex'
-----------------------------------------------------------------




'PK1' writes:
-----------------------------------------------------------------

> "Mapplethorpe's controversial _Honey, 1976_ is said to portray
> a nude child..."
>
>  -- Richard Bolton, "The cultural contradictions of conservatism,"
> _New Art Examiner_ 17 (June 1990), pp.24-29, p72.
>
>   [ Anyone know more about this photo ? ]

Yep, the picture is of a young girl of around 2 years of age wearing a dress
and sitting on the ground with her knees bent, she is not wearing any
underwear in the picture and is partially exposed.  (digging through the
pile of UDN zines) yep, thought I'd seen it here, a copy of the picture is
in issue 18 (June-July 1994) of Uncommon Desires Newsletter.  I remember
when this whole Mapplethorpe thing went nuts, the news camera was panning
past many of his prints and this one poped up on the screen, uncensored, 
for a brief momment.

'PK1'
------------------------------------------------------------------




'Andrej' writes:
------------------------------------------------------------------

Re: Eddings book mentioned in the last press-cuttings round-up.

His name is David Eddings and he writes, I guess, science fiction. 
I am sending you all the books you can find at Barnes and Noble 
by him. Because he wrote a lot of books with very similar subject 
it is hard to find one that Iathe is mentioning in his last post.   
If anyone finds out what book it is please let us know (the key 
words are: Chlana and Sparhawk). 

http://shop.barnesandnoble.com/booksearch/
results.asp?userid=1KR7EESFKQ&mscssid=
2BCXSQA8MMSH2LBH00L1RN6PLE877GM6&pcount=0
&author_last=Eddings&author_first=David
&match=exact&options=and

'Andrej'
------------------------------------------------------------------




'n.s. aristoff' writes:
------------------------------------------------------------------

Ianthe mentioned:
>Donald Thomas novel "Belladonna: A Lewis Carroll Nightmare".
>
>  [ Girl-content ?? ]

Great book, long out of print.  Is it back in print now?  
Basically this is a Lewis Carroll mystery story of intrigue 
over nude photographs.  Not all that much girl content, but 
thematically relevant.

'n.s. aristoff'
------------------------------------------------------------------




'Max' writes:
------------------------------------------------------------------

Anyone know what the legal definition of Child Porn is?

'Max'
----------------------------------------------------------------

   [ Well, in the UK, you might think it's "anything the cops
     say it is", from Mapplethorpe art photos to rude cartoons.
     The UK Customs even tried to argue recently that a legal
     collection of legal pictures were "child pornography" merely 
     by dint of the fact that they were "a collection"- sheer volume
     presumably making them suspect, and with the implication that
     it was the owner's sexuality that was the deciding factor.
     Thankfully the judge wasn't having any of it.

     Here's UNESCO, from the briefing paper they get before they
     start tubthumping about "combatting this menace" at their 
     conference tommorrow morning...


     "The question of what constitutes child pornography can be 
     complex. The standards applied are often subjective and 
     contingent upon moral, cultural, sexual, social and 
     religious beliefs that differ from country to country and 
     sometimes among different societies in the same country. 
     Nor do these mores readily translate into law in the strictly 
     juridical sense. Legal definitions of both child and
     child pornography differ globally and may differ among 
     legal jurisdictions within the same country. 

     However, the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child, now 
     adopted by 191 Member States, provides an international 
     definition of the Child as being anyone under 18. The 
     Council of Europe defines child pornography in broad terms 
     as any audiovisual material which uses children in a sexual 
     context.  [ Well, we'd better scrub the kissing cherubs 
     off the Sistine Chapel, eh? ] The International Criminal 
     Police Organisation (INTERPOL) defines child pornography as the
     visual depiction of the sexual exploitation of a child, 
     focussing on the child's sexual behaviour or genitals."  ]
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   [ Press-cuttings round-up: ]


* UK: 'No-win no-fee' sends British on suing craze
* UK: News of the World_ front-page headline
* UK: Released killers may get clean slate (but probably 
  not paedophiles)
* Canada: More info on the Canadian child porn ruling
* Australia: Child pornographer's sentence suspended
* Eire: Newspaper reporting inadvertably elides paedophiles
  with armed republican gang
* Feature article



UK:
----------------------------------------------------------

_'No-win no-fee' sends British on suing craze_

January 17th 1999

BRITAIN is set to overtake America as the compensation
capital of the world. We have become so litigious that more
than one in seven people who suffer an injury requiring
medical treatment now consult a lawyer. 

In America the comparable figure is stable at about one in
six. If the trend continues, Britain will overtake the
United States in about two years' time. The findings, due
to be outlined in a report published by the Centre for
Policy Studies this spring, showed that the surge is partly
due to a sharp increase in the number of claims by police
officers, nurses, teachers and other public servants,
costing 1.8 billion a year in public money. 

Frank Furedi, professor of sociology at the University of
Kent at Canterbury, who carried out the research for the
report, said the rise was also due to changes in legal
rules that allow lawyers to waive fees in return for a
share of their clients' awards, the so called "no win, no
fee" arrangements. 

"There are growing numbers of people seeking compensation
for injuries they would never have claimed for in the past.
If we keep going like this, we will be the most litigious
country in the world," he said. 

The study found that the extent of the increase was being
masked because the number of claims making it to court has
been falling. This is because companies and institutions
increasingly prefer to pay out rather than face a legal
action. 

Overall the compensation habit is estimated to be costing
3.3 billion a year. The National Health Service is one of
the bodies worst affected. Furedi estimates that such
claims cost the NHS about 300m last year - a fivefold
increase since 1991. 

There has been a similar surge in the number of cases
against local authorities. The average cost of settling
them is 1,700 each.  Police forces generate some of 
the most expensive claims. 

Among the most successful American techniques is the "class
action" where a group of people sue to improve their
chances of success. Such an action has already been started
against British cigarette manufacturers. A surge in
litigation also followed the introduction of the no-win,
no-fee system, another American idea. Some British lawyers
pay regular visits to American courts to pick up tips. 

Critics of the present trend fear that the growth of
"compensation culture" is diminishing individual
responsibility and encouraging frivolous claims.

However, many lawyers welcome the trend which, they say,
has empowered people who would never have sued in the past. 

Martyn Day is one of the country's leading compensation
lawyers who has represented claimants against British
Nuclear Fuels and has also taken on the tobacco industry on
a "no win, no fee" basis. He believes that the tendency to
claim compensation is increasing.  "People are far more 
willing to take on establishment bodies," he said. 

-----------------------------------------------------------

  [ Seems like this will both lead to more money-driven 
    'abuse' claims, and also the ability of paedophiles
    to more readily sue for libel and defamation over
    unprovable allegations or notes 'on file', especially
    given some of the likely provisions of the forthcoming 
    Freedom of Information Bill.  (Ferudi is a member of
    the Living Marxism editorial board, I believe.) ]



UK:
------------------------------------------------------------

17th January 1999

_News of the World_ front-page headline:
 
_ARCHBISHOP DENIES CHILD RAPE CLAIM_

 A Catholic archbishop - one of the most senior figures in
the church - last night denied astonishing claims that he
repeatedly raped a girl of six. 

   [ 'News of the World' is a scandal-rag that no-one really
     takes seriously, but it _is_ read by about a sixth of 
     the population, all the same. ]

------------------------------------------------------------


UK:
------------------------------------------------------------

Sunday 17th January 1999

_Released killers may get clean slate_
     
 MURDERERS, armed robbers and rapists would have their past
records wiped out under far-reaching plans being considered
by the Home Office to reform the rehabilitation system.

 Jack Straw, the Home Secretary, is examining plans to set
up a criminal records tribunal that would decide whether
convicted criminals warranted having their slates wiped
clean. Criminals who had managed to steer clear of the law
for seven years after their release from prison would be
able to have their past records written off.

 James Clappison, the Conservative home affairs spokesman,
said the proposals would have to be examined very carefully.

 The ideas were put to Mr Straw by the National Association
for the Care and Resettlement of Offenders (Nacro). Paul
Cavadino, the association's policy director, said: "Nacro
conducted a survey of the people we dealt with that showed
as many as 60 per cent of those with criminal records had
been turned down for a job because of that. This is unjust.
If people cannot earn an honest living it can lead to
re-offending."

  [ What's the betting that this won't apply to paedophiles ?
    Murder, rape and rob = no problem.  Love a little girl
    = on your record for life. ]

------------------------------------------------------------



Canada:
------------------------------------------------------------

More info on the Canadian child porn ruling...

--

Shaw's ruling came in a case that involved pornography
possession charges against John Sharpe of suburban Surrey. 

Sharpe, a writer who defended himself, argued the Criminal
Code section covering pornography violated his charter
rights. 

Sharpe, 65, a former Vancouver city planner, said Friday he
is pleased with the ruling. 

"I argued freedom of consciousness -- one has the right to
be in possession of one's own thoughts," he said. "In a
sense, this puts child pornography on the same footing as
other pornography."

Sharpe has also been charged with distributing child
pornography. He will appear in court Feb. 1.

In his ruling, Shaw said distributing child pornography
poses a greater risk than simply possessing it. Barring
distribution is "far less invasive of an individual's
freedom of expression and right of privacy.

--

Allan Borovoy, head of the Canadian Civil Liberties
Association, said he has long had concerns the law is too
broad and suggested it is ripe for being struck down.

"Even as we recognized there is some repugnant material
devoid of redeeming merit, the problem is that if you use
the definitions in the Criminal Code, they were capable of
reaching to legitimate material, and even works of art."

--

Vancouver lawyer Peter Ritchie described Shaw as a
cautious member of the bench.

"Judge Shaw is a very careful judge, reputed to be a very
careful, conservative, analytical," said Ritchie. "(He's)
careful in his judgments and certainly not given to any
rash conclusions."

--

 _Excerpts from Justice Duncan Shaw's decision_ 

 Excerpts from a decision handed down Friday by Justice
Duncan Shaw of the B.C. Supreme Court. He ruled that the
section of the Criminal Code dealing with possession of
child pornography "is declared void" because it contravenes
charter provisions guaranteeing freedom of thought, belief,
opinion and expression. 

--
 . . . (33) In my view, it is appropriate in the present
case to consider the proportionality between the
deleterious effects and the salutary effects of the
prohibition of simple possession of child pornography. 

 (34) I will now enter upon the weighing process. First the
salutary effects. The prohibition combats practices and
phenomena which, at least arguably, put children at risk.
These include: the use by some pedophiles of sexually
explicit images in the grooming process leading to sexual
relations with children; the abuse of children in the
making of pornography and the preservation of that abuse in
photographs or films; the confirmation or augmentation of
cognitive distortions of some pedophiles; the incitement of
some pedophiles to commit offences against children; and
the advocacy or counselling of the commission of sexual
offences against children. 

 (35) There are factors which go to the weight to be
attached to the effectiveness of the prohibitions in
combatting the foregoing practices and phenomena. There is
no evidence which demonstrates any significant increase of
danger to children related to the confirmation or
augmentation of cognitive distortions caused by
pornography. There is no evidence that "mildly erotic"
images are used in the "grooming process." Only assumption
supports the proposition that materials that advocate or
counsel sexual crimes with children have the effect of
increasing the occurrence of such crimes. Sexually explicit
pornography is used by some pedophiles to relieve pent-up
sexual tension. A person who is prone to act on his
fantasies will likely do so irrespective of the
availability of pornography. There is no evidence that the
production of child pornography will be significantly
reduced if simple possession is made a crime. 

 . . . (37) Freedom of expression plays an important role
in this case. The personal belongings of an individual are
an expression of that person's essential self. His or her
books, diaries, pictures, clothes and other personal things
are intertwined with that person's beliefs, opinions,
thoughts and conscience. In Ford v. Quebec (Attorney
General), (1988) 2 S.C.R. 712, dealing with the right of
people to use the language of their choice, it was held
that "freedom of expression" should be broadly interpreted. 

 . . . (50) I turn then to weigh the salutary effects
against the detrimental effects. In my opinion, the
detrimental effects substantially outweigh the salutary
effects; the intrusion into freedom of expression and the
right of privacy is so profound that it is not outweighed
by the limited beneficial effects of the prohibition. 

 (51) As pointed out earlier, an individual's personal
belongings are an expression of that person's essential
self. Books, diaries, pictures, clothes and other
belongings are personal and private expressions of their
owner's beliefs, opinions, thoughts and conscience. The
simple possession prohibition deals with a very intimate
and private aspect of a person's life and, in my view, that
fact should be given considerable weight. I find that the
limited effectiveness of the prohibition is insufficient to
warrant its highly invasive effects. 

 (52) In arriving at this conclusion, I have taken into
account that the Criminal Code contains what I consider to
be powerful measures to tackle the problem of harm to
children arising from pornography. Under s-s. (2) and (3)
of s.163.1, the making, printing, publishing, importing,
distribution, selling or possessing of child pornography
for the purpose of publication, distribution or sale, are
made criminal. These measures aim not only at the sources
but also at the means of dissemination of child
pornography. In addition, the obscenity provisions under
s.163 provide an element of protection of children. See R.
v. Butler, supra, p. 151. 

 (53) In conclusion, I find that s-s. (4) fails the
"weighing of effects" proportionality test formulated in
Dagenais and is therefore not saved under s.1 of the
Charter. As s-s (4) is in violation of s.2(b) of the
Charter and is not justified under s.1, s-s.(4) must be and
is declared void. 

------------------------------------------------------------




Australia:
------------------------------------------------------------

_Child pornographer's sentence suspended_

16th Jan 1999

A MAN who was alleged to have had 162,000 images of child
pornography on his personal computer walked free from 
court yesterday after a judge suspended his two-year 
jail sentence.

Once a partner at accountancy firm Price Waterhouse
Coopers, Stephen [...], 43, pleaded guilty yesterday
to a single count of possessing images described by his 
defence lawyer, Robert Mazza, as "deviant".

West Australian District Court Judge Antoinette Kennedy
said [...] showed he desperately wanted to rehabilitate
himself, had never been convicted of a criminal offence
before and the pictures were totally for his own use.

When police raided the Perth home, which [...] shared with
his wife and two daughters last September, they immediately
claimed to have found 162,000 images of children in the 
family computer and 80,600 duplicate images on 11 CD ROM 
discs. 

The raid was part of Operation Cathedral, an international
investigation into child pornography, in which 48 people
were arrested in 12 countries. 

------------------------------------------------------------



Eire:
------------------------------------------------------------

   [ Interesting elison here - if someone read the comment
     that "he said terrorist weapons had been known to 
     'fall into ordinary criminals' hands" and then down to the
     comments about paedophiles, they might casually assume
     that the people involved in the raid were paedophiles... ]

Friday, January 15, 1999   

_Gardai concerned over Dalkey raiders mind-set_ 

The "type of firepower" and the "type of operation"
involved in last week's Dalkey security van robbery were a
major concern to gardai, the Commissioner, Mr Pat Byrne,
said yesterday.

 Mr Byrne was speaking at a press briefing with the
Commissioner of the London Metropolitan Police, Sir Paul
Condon, who was visiting Dublin to discuss British-Irish
police co-operation. The commissioners also discussed the
latest intelligence on the risk of a terrorist attack in
Britain.

 The use of AK47 rifles, the level of preparation by the
Dalkey gang, and their use of bullet-proof vests "cause you
to be concerned in relation to the mind-set of people
coming to carry out a robbery", Mr Byrne said.

 Asked if gardai were worried that part of the IRA arsenal
was available to dissident republican paramilitaries, he
said terrorist weapons had been known to "fall into
ordinary criminals' hands as well as paramilitary
criminals'."

 On decommissioning, he said it was accepted there were
explosives and weapons "hidden away"; that they were not
being used "is a bonus."

 Sir Paul said the British government was considering 
setting up a Criminal Assets Bureau and he had been 
impressed by the Irish bureau. "It is a vital operation 
and has had significant impact in Ireland in reducing 
serious crime," he said.

 Part of the reason for his visit was to get an update on
the security situation and the threat of a paramilitary
attack in Britain, he said. There had been very close
co-operation between the Garda, the Met and the RUC.

 Mr Byrne said there was no definite figure on the number
of paedophiles who may have come to Ireland to escape the
British sex offenders' register.

 He said he still had not seen a recent report prepared for
the EU which stated that Ireland had the second-highest
level of paedophilia on the Internet. "I'd be very anxious
to see this report and to study it." The question of a
paedophile register was being addressed by the Government.

------------------------------------------------------------



USA:
------------------------------------------------------------

_Dating by e-mail can net you true love_ 
 
  THE INTERNET could be the path to true love, according to
a study in America. It found that e-mail relationships can
be far more intimate than normal dating. Women are most
likely to find a potential lover online, with 72% admitting
to having had an online romance, compared with 52% of men.
The report also found that 33% of all online relationships
led to a date. Joseph Walther, an associate professor of
language, literature and communication at the Rensselaer
Polytechnic Institute in New York, says the reason people
get on better online is because it is easier to lie. "These
relationships do not rely on physical attraction, and we
can spend time composing our words. E-mail also operates
without body language, which can get in the way of a
budding relationship," he says. He describes e-mail
relationships as "hyperpersonal" and says people are far
more likely to discuss feelings and opinions via e-mail
than in the course of a normal meeting. Walther predicts
that as the use of the Net doubles every 12-15 months, the
number of e-mail relationships will explode. Budding Romeos
should note, though, that the most successful relationships
happened when people exchanged photos and spoke on the
phone before meeting in the flesh. 

   [ So if your virtual Valentine's Card comes with the 
     picture of a big fat cop attatched, you know it 
     may not be your heart he's after :) ]

------------------------------------------------------------



USA: Feature article:
------------------------------------------------------------
     
_Girls without honour _

  Two bright young students have been caught up in
  America's tortuous moral maze - all thanks to Bill 
  Clinton.


  THE moral dilemmas consuming the United States -
triggered by a libidinous president with a unique ability
to make black appear white - are trickling through society
in the most unexpected of ways. This week it is the case of
the gymslip mothers in rural Kentucky that has their
supposed elders and betters wrestling with conundrums
created in Washington. 

It is a simple story with few complexities save those
engineered by adults. Somer Chipman, 17, and Chastity
Glass, 18, are straight-A students with impressive academic
records and even more impressive after-school achievements
to their names. The year-book listings could read like a
tale of real slice of student apple pie-life. Chipman looks
after her disabled grandfather, Glass is captain of the
marching band colour guard; Chipman sells adverts for the
school newspaper while Glass is an accomplished musician
and also holds down an after-school job. They are the
ghosts in the machine of the stereotyped Generation X-er. 
Both were on course for membership of the National Honor
Society, a self-appointed academy of excellence which
exists across the country and welcomes into its fold
students in their final year of school.     Chipman and
Glass extolled all the virtues which the society holds
dear. 

Except one. Sex. The girls didn't confess to giving in to
their raging hormones before the selection committee. They
didn't own up to the fact that they had had sex with their
boyfriends. But when the resulting pregnancies began to
show, no-one was in any doubt that the teenagers were no
longer virgins. Undaunted, the A-grade students went right
ahead and had their babies. And still they achieved As in
maths and English, still cared for granddad, still loved
their babies and continued enjoying their after-school
activities, as well as being popular members of their
class. 

But then the rot set in. While it may not be in the Bible
belt, Williamstown, Kentucky is no place for two teenage
moms. Honor Society? Forget it. The girls were suddenly
extremely unwelcome. Their school denied that excluding
them had anything at all to do with their sexual history
and the resulting pregnancies; indeed, the National Honor
Society constitution forbids it banning pupils on just such
grounds.   

Yet Chipman and Glass were the only two out of 33
eligible pupils to miss out on joining the prestigious
final-year organisation - and no-one is under any illusion
why. 

Their supporters say that their plight is a microcosm of
the moral flagellation occurring daily in Washington; that
what they did in their private lives should have no bearing
on their public and academic ones. 

Indeed, what they did should have qualified them for
inclusion. One newspaper in Ohio, hundreds of miles from
where they live, argued: "Critics of the girls said their
pregnancies made them unfit to be role models. But is that
not a very narrow view? Isn't it an advantage and a point
of strong character for a person to admit to a mistake, to
take responsibility for that mistake, work hard, succeed,
and all the while become an outstanding student and
volunteer? It's true that community standing counts in
assessing a student's eligibility for membership in the
NHS. But fairness and the perception of fairness in these
standings are important too."  Chipman, who wept when
she heard the news, went on a local TV station to fight her
corner. She says: "Doctors and lawyers and all kinds of
respected people have had sex before they were married.
Should their accomplishments be taken away because they
made a mistake like I did? I chose to care for my baby and
not take the easy way out by having an abortion. Would they
have accepted me in then, if I had taken a life?

"I just find it all so hypocritical. My family support me
and my friends are behind me and I take comfort from that.
I just think this is so small-town mean and petty." 

The American Civil Liberties Union took up arms on behalf of
the girls. Their logical argument is that boys who became
honour students from the same class - and girls who didn't
get pregnant - could all have indulged in pre-marital sex.

The girls were only "caught out" and have therefore taken
the rap because they got pregnant. Otherwise there is no
outward sign of loss of virginity or being sexually intact.
"They simply get away with it because they did not have
the visible end results of such couplings, as do Somer and
Chastity," says ACLU spokeswoman Emily Whitfield. 

Whitfield is one of those who blames the moral
contortionists writhing in the capital for fomenting the
kind of judgmental attitudes which precluded the two girls
from reaping their just rewards. She adds: "We have to get
across that your sex life has nothing to do with the way
you run a country and nothing to do with what grade you
get. Do we want our schools investigating the private lives
of our sons and daughters?" 

The girls' school has already lost the fight - technically
- but an appeal is planned. A judge has ruled that the
girls must be admitted formally into the Honor Society
before 31 January and should be considered as members until
then. The appeal filing and final judgment will postpone
any judgments long after Chipman and Glass have left school
for the world of work.     An attorney for their school,
Sue Cassidy, says they were excluded from the honour roll
because they were not, in the words of Miss Jean Brodie,
considered the *creme de la creme*: "Honor students are
meant to be just that," she says. "Not just the smartest or
those with the most volunteer hours, but the best all-round
students. 

"Grant County is a small rural community and people's view
of pre-marital sex by teenagers is much different from in
an urban or suburban area." Cassidy claims, but refuses to
offer proof of, other "inappropriate behaviour" by the two
teenaged mothers as additional reasons for their
disqualification from the academic hall of excellence. 

But the ACLU says the problem goes far deeper than just two
lusty teens with no knowledge of birth control. They have
evidence nationwide of pregnant teens missing out on field
trips, being denied extra tuition - in short, being
stigmatised for giving in to the desires racing around
their young bodies.

A similar case to the Kentucky girls is being held now in
Ohio where an 18-year-old had her National Honor Society
membership rescinded when it was discovered she had a
nine-month-old child. That case will be heard this summer.

In California 17-year-old Juanita Dominguez is suing a Los
Angeles school for refusing to let her go on field trips
while heavily pregnant. And in Washington an unnamed
16-year-old claims she was humiliated in front of
classmates because of her "weakness" in becoming pregnant. 

Sociologist Martha Northman says: "The puritan streak in
America can run pretty deep sometimes. Traditionally we
have looked for our president and our leaders to provide
moral authority, but as Washington has degenerated into a
circus and the message is one of sexual McCarthyism, that
seems to have been let loose to run riot across the land.
We talk of advancement and empowerment and equality, but
scratch the surface and the old prejudices and the old
stigmas remain."     Paula Blackwell, a New York feminist,
says the cases are only stoking the debate on the state of
the nation's morality. "The question is really whether
sexual conduct and sexual mores are public or private
property. The Chipman and Glass case is less about a
prudish school trying to keep its pupils virginal until
wedding night, and more about a society, or a segment of
that society, trying to impose its own strictly
conservative values on everyone. It is frightening to think
that at the close of the century the spirit of the Salem
witch hunts is abroad in America." 

In the meantime, the Grant County Honor Society has been
ordered to admit Glass and Chipman temporarily. The
legality of the decision notwithstanding, whether the girls
still want to be members of a society which so obviously
doesn't want them as members is still to be seen.   

-----------------------------------------------------------
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UK:
-----------------------------------------------------------

18th January 1999
            
_Counselling 'may do more harm than good' _

  SENIOR psychologists and psychiatrists in Scotland have
decided to end the practice of persuading victims of trauma
to relive their experiences because it could be harmful. 

A conference in Aberdeen, held under the auspices of the
European Society for Traumatic Stress Studies, last week
concluded that flashbacks or memories of events are part 
of the healing process and that many adults and children 
would not have been helped and could possibly have
been harmed by debriefing.

The decision to end the policy will lead to new guidelines
being produced for all psychologists dealing with victims
of trauma.

One psychologist who attended the meeting in Aberdeen on
Friday said: "This is a very important policy shift and it
will have wide-ranging effects on the kind of services that
are provided."

"Psychological debriefing attempted to get the victims of
trauma to relive their experience, to focus on it in
detail, on what they saw and felt and smelled. But the
research now shows that that is not a helpful approach and
may actually, in some cases, be harmful."

The policy shift will have a great effect on counselling
which has become a growth industry in Britain in recent
years. Counsellors, therapists and social workers are now 
routinely called in whenever any traumatic incident take 
place, despite a lack of proof of the efficacy of 
counselling as a remedy. 

The growing use of counselling was caused by a series of
court decisions in England. In October a doctor won
500,000 compensation for pricking her finger on a needle.
The court said she was not offered counselling and
psychological support to prevent her developing "needle
phobia" and psychiatric problems afterwards.  This has 
led insurance companies to require all employers to offer
counselling.

----------------------------------------------------------

   [ Interesting - could this have an affect on the 
     counselling (interrogation) of children by social 
     workers ? ]



Paris:
----------------------------------------------------------

Jan 99

ABC news in the USA reported on the UNESCO conference...

>INTERPOL's Agnes Fournier-Saint Maur, who heads the
>international police organization's special commission on
>crimes against minors, said it was virtually impossible to
>determine the number of Web sites providing materials for
>adults who prey on children, or to know how many pedophiles
>access the Internet. 
>
>But she said studies in the United States in 1995
>documented one million online pornographic images involving
>children. 
>
>"Some of the sites received several thousand hits daily,"
>she said. 

  [ Associated French Press helpfully elaborated slightly... ]

>To illustrate the enormous quantity of pornography available on the 
>Internet, a member of INTERPOL recalled a 1995 study by the
>University of Pittsburg "which estimated it was able to download 
>about one million sexually explicit photos and video clips 
>involving children from specialized Internet sites."

   [ The head of INTERPOL's paedo unit cites _the Rimm
     study_ as proof of paedophilia on the net!  A 
     statement that is quite gob-smacking in its exposure 
     of INTERPOL's 'intelligence', if accurately reported. 
 
     Not only has the Rimm study been utterly and relentlessly 
     discredited and demolished (see these comprehensive
     web-indexes to articles and papers)...

     http://www.eff.org/~declan/rimm/index.html
     The Ethics of Marty Rimm and CMU

     http://www.hotwired.com/special/pornscare/
     HotWired: Pornscare Index

     ... but also she is then reported as making the
     utterly spurious claim that all the image Rimm 
     claimed to have found involved _children_ (wrong).

     Also, consider why a keynote speaker is forced to 
     dig up and use as primary "evidence" research 
     that is four years out of date...  and no journalist
     picked her up on it... and none of her colleagues at the
     conference took her to one side and explained to her
     about the stupidity of citing the Rimm Report...
     well, you can draw your own conclusions. ]



Canada:
--------------------------------------------------------------

_British Columbia To Appeal Ruling Quashing Child Porn Law_

THE PROVINCIAL government said Monday it will appeal a 
judge's controversial ruling that possession of child 
pornography is not a crime.

Justice Duncan Shaw of British Columbia's Supreme Court 
ruled Friday that the federal law against possessing child 
pornography violated the freedom-of-expression clause of 
Canada's Charter of Rights.

British Columbia's attorney general, Ujjal Dosanjh, said 
Monday the province believed the law was valid and would 
seek expedited hearings in a bid to overturn Shaw's ruling.

The British Columbia Civil Liberties Association said it 
agreed with Shaw that the law governing child pornography 
was too broad and needed to be changed.

----------------------------------------------------------


Australia:
----------------------------------------------------------

Tuesday, January 19, 1999 

_Teachers live in terror over sex inquiry_

Teachers accused of sexual misconduct with students have been stalked, had
their pets poisoned and their homes stoned after the Department of Education
and Training released their addresses.

At least three facing unproved allegations have committed suicide, according
to the NSW Teachers Federation, which represents 60,000 staff.

Up to 300 teachers are under investigation by the Department of Education and
Training.

A major increase in the number facing official action over allegations of
sexual misconduct has sparked accusations of a witch-hunt.

One teacher cleared of any wrongdoing had details of charges against him
distributed at the gate of the western suburbs school where he worked.

Teachers, welfare officers, lawyers and some parents warn the crackdown is
creating an atmosphere of fear in schools.

"So many teachers have been taken out innocent staff are terrified," said Ms
Carol Howard, a senior welfare officer working with teachers under
investigation.

There is growing concern the department is destroying teachers' lives by
charging them with "offences" such as touching a child on the shoulders, being
alone with a student or giving a youngster an encouraging pat on the back.

Serious cases of sexual abuse in schools are handed to the police by the
Department of Community services. But allegations of sexual misconduct are
handled by the education department's case management unit, which is being
accused of long delays in telling teachers the nature of the complaint against
them, and gross errors and mishandling of investigations.

The NSW Industrial Relations Commission recently expressed strong criticism
over the delays in investigations.

Teachers Federation vice-president Ms Jennifer Leete warned that the
atmosphere was undermining the traditional nurturing relationship between
teachers and students.

However, senior department officials say that after the revelations from the
Wood Royal Commission, which found that a number of pedophiles were working in
schools and preying on students, the purge is necessary.

"The strong criticism that came out of the royal commission made teachers,
students and parents more aware, and determined that if they had any
suspicions they would report them," said assistant director-general Ms Gillian
Shadwick.

Some 124 investigations had been completed since November 10, she said. More
than half had been unsubstantiated.

--

Tuesday, January 19, 1999 

EDUCATION  

_Under suspicion: why teachers live in fear_


AN 11-YEAR-OLD student is having trouble at her computer. Her teacher, a
happily married 45-year-old father of three, leans over to help, reaching to
pick up the mouse as he gives instructions.

Later, he is amazed and angry to learn his actions mean he is to face an
official Department of Education investigation, charged with sexual misconduct
because he may have looked down the girl's blouse as he reached across the
computer.

This happened at a south-western Sydney primary school, but a spate of cases
involving similar charges have sparked growing concern that teachers' lives
are being destroyed by fear and suspicion over petty or unfounded - in some
cases malicious - allegations of sexual misconduct.

Parents, lawyers and the NSW Teachers Federation, which represents more than
60,000 teachers across the State, are accusing the Department of Education of
"a witch-hunt" and say that in their anxiety to crack down on sexual
misconduct, officials are targeting innocent people and making normal
teacher-pupil relations impossible.

With more than 300 charges of sexual misconduct with students under
investigation, many teachers are feeling threatened and at least three have
committed suicide.

Now, the federation's vice-president, Jennifer Leete, has warned that the
mishandling of such cases is causing a crisis in our schools, throwing an
unhealthy pall over the close teacher-student relationships.

"This is striking at the very fundamental relationship between teachers and
students," she says. "Traditionally, that has been a nurturing, caring
relationship.

"But it's getting to the stage where teachers are frightened of being alone
with a student, or to come into any physical contact with them." 

The federation accepts the need to crack down on molesters, and will not pay
for the defence of a teacher who pleads guilty, but there are strong concerns
over how cases of the lesser charge of sexual misconduct - dealt with by the
department - are being handled.

For example, the department is pressing charges against teachers for
"offences" such as touching a child on the shoulders, being alone with a
student or giving a youngster a friendly pat on the back.

"How do you fight charges like that?" asks Carol Howard, a welfare officer who
works with teachers under investigation. "It's a witch-hunt. The department
has lost all commonsense, and teachers' lives are being destroyed."

The mishandling of cases means there is a growing climate of fear in the
State's classrooms. Teachers are sometimes forced to wait up to 12 months
before they are even told the nature of the charges against them. Meanwhile,
they live in limbo, isolated and ashamed.

Some recent examples of charges levelled at teachers include: leaning over a
student to reach a computer mouse; hugging boys and touching their hands
during coaching sessions; generating, on a certain day, a situation where you
were alone with a boy; telling off-colour jokes in the classroom.

In one case, the department came under fire from Deputy State Coroner, John
Abernethy, over its handling of allegations against a young country teacher,
Matthew McDermott.

McDermott hanged himself in 1996 during an investigation into "minor"
complaints of inappropriate teaching, said the coroner, warning there were
"real defects" in the investigation.

The department says it is aware of two suicides of teachers facing complaints,
but says although these cases are tragic, it may not be "cause and effect".

The department's assistant director general, Gillian Shadwick, who set up a
case management unit two years ago to deal with investigations, maintains the
crackdown on teachers is necessary.

She denied claims of long delays in processing cases, and said everyone is
getting used to the new system. "I'll cop it on the chin for the bits we get
wrong."

Since November, more than 124 investigations have been successfully carried
out by the unit, she says. More than half of the investigations found teachers
guilty of sexual misconduct with students.

However, there is clear distrust between teachers and the case management
unit, which has 24 staff.

The federation says investigators receive only three days' training, and often
mishandle cases. It accuses the unit of gross errors, such as handing out home
addresses of teachers under investigation to the families of the person making
the complaints.

As a result, teachers have been stalked, had their homes stoned and their pets
poisoned. In one case, a man transferred to a new western suburbs school after
he was cleared of any wrongdoing, suffered the humiliation of having the
charge sheets, which detailed complaints against him, handed out outside his
new place of work.

But Shadwick insists investigators from the unit comprise staff who have
experience in child protection.

She admits the investigators get only four days' training, but says 
this is a "concentrated course", the equivalent of a semester.

Shadwick and the federation concede that the majority of teachers are
professional in their job, protective and appropriate with their students.

The crackdown was sparked by the Wood Royal Commission, which claimed that a
number of pedophiles were working in schools and preying on students. The
education authorities were shocked, and acted quickly, setting up the case
management unit in response.

Shadwick acknowledges the crackdown has meant a change in schools. "There has
been a shift in some school communities, where people are nervous about what
might be misinterpreted," she says. "But I don't think they are more cautious
about being nurturing - touching isn't the only way you nurture."

However, legal experts are concerned that the department's determination to
come up with results prejudices the fairness of the inquiries, and say
innocent teachers are being branded pedophiles as a result.

Barrister Joe Busettil, who is often employed to defend teachers under
investigation, says the cases would not stand up in a court.

"The department is clocking up numbers, not examining each case on its merits
or considering the consequences," he says.

Parents, too, are becoming worried about the changing atmosphere in schools.

Gaye Mackey, from Bronte, for example, has three children at school.

"All my kids have had one teacher, who is a big maternal woman who hugs and
kisses her students," she says. "It's getting to the stage she might be afraid
to do that, and that would be a real shame."

Her children have received circular letters from the department, giving advice
over acceptable physical boundaries for adults. About two metres distance is
deemed acceptable.

Sophie, her daughter, a smart 14-year-old wearing a defiant T-shirt from the
band Marilyn Manson, discusses sexual misconduct and appropriate teacher pupil
relationships with daunting ability.

"Myself and most of my friends know if a teacher is getting weird," Sophie
says. "We know what is right and wrong. It's a shame male teachers are getting
persecuted for doing something that wouldn't be a problem if it was a female
teacher."

The federation says teachers are being persecuted for actions which have been
ruled acceptable by the department's director-general, Ken Boston. In a recent
letter to the federation newsletter, Boston wrote to advise that teachers
could touch their students.

"Appropriate and professionally acceptable physical contact might occur on
occasions, for example a special education class or during a gymnastics
lesson," he wrote.

However, Howard says it is exactly such cases of contact that are landing some
teachers in trouble, with confusion over context and what is within the rules.

The federation is so concerned it is negotiating a separate industrial award
to regulate the handling of sexual misconduct cases.

The Opposition's spokeswoman on Community Services, Patricia Forsythe, has
urged the State Government to act. In a recent parliamentary debate, she said:
"The Government must acknowledge and deal with the current loss of morale and
breakdown of appropriate teacher, pupil relationships.

"On the one hand, we have an absolute commitment to do better for the children
of NSW.

"But it cannot be at the expense of breaking up a profession that is so
fundamental to the future of young children ... teachers in NSW have problems
as a result of the interpretation by the case management unit of various
events."

The Education Minister, John Aquiliana, would not comment and referred the
issue to the department.

Has the pendulum swung too far? There is a growing fear that no-one in
education is safe from suspicion, and that threatens the attitudes and
behaviour of every teacher - and therefore every students and parent - 
in the State.

It is surely time for caution.

----------------------------------------------------------




Radio notes:
----------------------------------------------------------

   [ Posted on the BoyChat chat board ]

*File on 4*

BBC radio 4 documentary, January 19 1999

Documentary of "overseas abuse by paedophiles",
presented by Johnathan Ryman.

Interesting points:

Starts off with usual "teen boys involved in 
gay prostitution" in the amusement arcades 
around Prague railway station.  AOC in
Prague is 15. (The boys all have deep voices!)

NCIS (police intelligence, UK) claims "worst
European destinations" are Prague, Romania,
Portugal and Spain.  NCIS issued 340 notifications
to overseas authorities last year, telling them
that a "known paedophile" was travelling to
their country.

Jim Reynolds interviewed (it appears he is no 
longer head of Scotland Yard's paedo unit).

UK is only country in Europe to set up a paedophile
register.  People leaving prison can leave the
country within 14 days and thus avoid registering.
This loophole "_not_ likely to be changed soon"
says Minister Paul Boateng.  Nor is it likely
that overseas paeds coming to Britian would be 
required by law to register or have any kind of
compulsary supervision.

Prague: police in the country are investigating
around 12,000 cases annually.  1st prosecution
only going ahead now, and it seems even the judge 
(interviewed) has doubts about the seriousness
of that case! 

Prague police complain that they are neither giving
nor receiving intelligence info from Interpol.
NCIS says that their "green notices" which they
issue to notify another country of a travelling
paed are being routinely ignored or left unprocessed
- this is partly because of the sheer volume of 
travellers (especially during summer), outdated
computer systems, possible corruption and 
inefficiency.

Eastborne in Britain: claim made that overseas 
language students are "at threat from paedo rings"
because British language schools are unregulated.

----------------------------------------------------------




Parliamentary peice from the Times:
----------------------------------------------------------

_Plenty of words but no cure for untreatables_

Home Secretary's questions began in a rather philosophical
vein, with a brief consideration of the exact meaning of
the word "untreatable".  Mr Straw recently expressed some 
exasperation about the psychiatric profession's semantic 
nicety in this matter, but he has been talking to 
practitioners recently and has calmed down somewhat. This 
isn't a climbdown, you understand - the concept of 
"untreatable", he told the House yesterday, was 
"fundamentally antithetical to the whole philosophy of 
Western science".
 
Such bold assertions generally pass unquibbled in the House
of Commons. Mr Straw expressed guarded optimism that some
broader definition might be arrived at, which would allow
the Government to bang up those who haven't yet committed a
crime, but almost certainly will. 

Untreatable? Certainly not, if nothing better is available 
we can send them all to Parkhurst and treat them 
atrociously.

----------------------------------------------------------
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_Continuum: Journal of Media & Cultural Studies_
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"Dangerous Pleasures: Foucault and the Politics of
Pedophilia." IN: *Feminist Interpretations of Foucault.* 
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Conference: _Understanding the Social World_
July 17th - 19th, 1995
The University of Huddersfield, UK

Marcia Worrell - University of Luton

"ADULTS, CHILDREN AND SEX: AT THE LIMITS OF CRITICALITY?"

Many of the critical approaches to the human and social 
sciences have tended (perhaps somewhat advisedly) to 
side-step troubling the various discursions on adult-child 
sex that are currently rife in British and North American 
'social' settings. In this paper I will present a critical 
(polytextualist) reading of two such discursions, namely 
'child protectionist-informed' and 'adult-child sex 
advocatory' discursive arenas.

This critical reading will be achieved firstly through an 
examination the 'subject-positions' that are implied by 
each discursive arena (that is child sexual abusers and 
their victims in the former, and child-lovers and their 
consenting partners in the latter discursive arena). It 
will then be argued that rather than occupying the polemical
positions that many of those who variously mobilise the 
truth-claims of each arena commonly suppose, the two 
discursive arenas to be discussed here share a remarkable 
amount of common ground through attempts at arbitration 
over the construction of the normal and ethical subject.

Throughout the paper I will reflect upon some of the 
(many) tricky issues that I encountered when applying 
analytics derived from the Curtian and Foucauldian 
perturbatory enterprises (as part of the broader 
'climate of perturbation') to discussions on adult-child 
sex.  -- marcia.worrell@luton.ac.uk

----------------------------------------------------------




Web-page:
----------------------------------------------------------

 NAWGLA: The North American Woman-Girl Love Association

 Long a casual -- but by no means neutral -- observer of the
struggles of the still-controversial NAMBLA (The North
American Man-Boy Love Association), I've wondered what the
absence of a parallel organization (say, a NAWGLA) reveals.
Is NAMBLA just another example of gay men "unwholesomely"
in thrall to the cult of The Beautiful Youth, while
lesbians "maturely" prefer mature ladies? Or is it that the
image of the sexualized young girl is so frequently linked
in our minds with the all-too-real issues of
nonconsensuality, incest, and rape that it cannot win back
the ironic innocence of eros? Or do we honestly find girls
as unattractive as most of them (& us, when we *were* them)
think they are? Is there no place for a kindler, gentler
Humbert Humbert among all the Dykes To Watch Out For?

 In the summer of '84, I, ten, had a crush on gymnast Mary
Lou Retton, 16 (there's no accounting for taste). In the
summer of '96, at 22, I had my second Olympian crush--on
the then-14-yr-old Dominique Moceanu (sigh: photo by A.
Leibovitz). What made my '84 crush--assuming generic
lesbian crushes *are-*-appropriate, and my '96 one, um,
perverted? In a nod to a potential NAWBLA, I remember a
crush on Noah Hathaway as Atreyu in *The Neverending Story*
when the movie was new (& Noah older than I was)...and
feeling the same ol' surge, watching it again at 24, for
the androgynous 13-yr-old hunter of the purple buffalo
(heck, Elijah Wood doesn't look bad, either). Why is it
"natural" for children to have crushes on both children and
adults (there was plenty of room for Madonna next to Mary
Lou), yet "unnatural" for adults to have them on both
adults and children?

 If intergenerational crushes are *not* unnatural, how
about intergenerational sex? I'm somewhere between anti-to
and ambivalent about age of consent laws. On the one hand,
I'm aware that a significant difference in ages between
partners might lead or contribute to an imbalance of power.
While I'm willing to suppose that there may be an age at
which one is too young to assert oneself and fend off
sexual advances, I know that many people can't or won't do
this--that is, are uncomfortable or afraid to--even when
well past the age of consent. In the same way that I've
felt that "women-only" spaces or festivals negate or
obscure the issue of woman-to-woman violence ("It's all
gals, so *of course* it's safe"), I feel that age of
consent laws cloud and/or dismiss larger, more complex
problems we meet when we face consent and its
verbalization. Many people, perhaps especially women, and
including myself at one point, have a hard time saying no
to unwanted sexual contact *at any age*. I am not quite
sure I understand why it's assumed that saying no is easier
for an adult or harder for a child. Perhaps this would be
the case in someone else's ideal world. As it is,
self-image and personality seem to me greater determining
factors of one's "ability" to consent or refuse.

 To clear up: what, here, is meant by "child"? NAMBLA's
site includes articles by and testimonies from boys 12-18.
Man-boy, or woman-girl, love, then, is not (not that I
suppose it matters much) to be mistaken for pedophilia
(where the upper age limit is 12, or 13 at most). The age
of consent law in my state makes one legal at a ridiculous
18 yrs of age. Sex between two females, of course, is
illegal here (VA), regardless of the partners' ages.

 Do age of consent laws affect, or have the potential to
affect, queers differently than they do heterosexuals? I
believe so. I've twice, within the past two years, seen age
of consent laws used to dissolve queer relationships under
the guise of age-difference disapproval. A 23-yr-old friend
of a friend had a 16-yr-old (both are male) lover; the
16-yr-old's mother didn't &wouldn't accept her son's
homosexuality and played the age of consent ace to get his
partner slapped with statutory rape. If her son's lover had
been 16, I suppose she would've found some *other* law to
accuse him of breaking. As it is, she was conveniently able
to put a lid on her son's gay relationship--if not his
gayness itself--by employing the ready-and-waiting age of
consent law. More recently, on
I-forget-which-trashy-TV-show ("Inside Edition"? "America
Undercover"?), I watched a "case" involving two female
lovers--one fifteen, one twenty-something. Questioned by
the cops, the 15-yr-old repeatedly testified that she
herself had initiated the sex in the relationship. The
police literally bullied her into silence, giving her the
"that was an oogy, not-to-be-trusted touch, given by an
oogy, not-to-be trusted person" spiel. They simply refused
to believe that the girl had started it--more to the point,
that a girl of 15 would have an inkling of what lesbian sex
or desire was about unless an older, calculating lesbian
drew her detailed diagrams. They talked to the girl as
though she were 6 or 7: "You know now that what she *did to
you* is wrong, don't you? You realize she's a very confused
lady?" The girl squirmed &shrugged &maybe said the mopiest
of *I guess so*s, all the while insisting that her lover
not be hurt or arrested, that the sex was consensual, and
that she was the initiator. The cops told her that *of
course* her lover wouldn't be arrested. Her lover was
arrested.

 I couldn't help wondering how much of the woman's arrest
was due to the lesbian nature of the relationship. Like an
Ivory girl, I'll wager 99.44%.

 At any rate: this page is buckling under construction.
More will be up in a few days. Until then, girls...Natalie
Portman as Mathilda in *The Professional* (or *Leon*),
Judith Vittet as Miette in *The City of Lost Children*,
Scarlett Johansson as Lo in *Manny &Lo*

-----------------------------------------------------------


   [ NAWGLA seems a little boring, as a name.  How about 
     going for WHAG! (Women Hugging Amourous Girls) ? :) ]



Long feature article:
------------------------------------------------------------

_The child snatchers_

The Daily Telegraph, London
Saturday _16 January_ 1999
  

 _In May 1991 a young boy from Pembroke, Wales, began to
 accuse his father of sexually abusing him. The subsequent
 investigation exposed a large paedophile ring. At the
 trial, six children bravely testified and six men were sent
 to prison for a total of 53 years. Here, one of the
 convicted men and a defence lawyer give their version of
 events. _Byron Rogers_ listens to a different story_
 

THEY are a symbol of lost childhood, these swings, hanging
forlorn in a deserted park at the end of Wales. Usually it
is time that takes the children away, but not here. If I
were to name the street where the swings hang, or give any
information that would make it possible to identify those
children, I should find myself in the High Court. For not
only do the terms of the Children's Act apply, there are
injunctions in force here. This is a story without names.
 That it is a tragedy no one would doubt. But could it
possibly have been one of the greatest, and the most
bizarre, miscarriages of justice in our time?

 The story that began in Cleveland years earlier, then
moved on to Rochdale and the Orkneys, ended here. For the
first time, the case against an alleged paedophile ring
employing Satanic rituals reached a criminal court - and
there were convictions. Six men were sent down for a total
of 53 years. This was the big one.

 It did not matter that only half of those who originally
stood in the dock, six of the 12, were convicted. The
inquiry, said Ray White, chief constable of Dyfed-Powys,
had been "a model of perfection", involving 1,200 police
actions.

 The case lasted seven months, with 24 barristers on fees
of up to several hundred thousand pounds each, so that the
local authority had to make a special appeal to the Welsh
Office for extra funds. 

 At its outset it had everything: cloaked figures, mass
orgies in barns and caves, small terrified children being
transported around the countryside in trailers pulled by
tractors. All the horrific scenarios that had been
publicised for seven years by social workers were here on
charge sheets in court; not in case histories or in care
orders, but in a criminal court.

 Yet, apart from a brief statement of those charges on the
first day and an equally brief account of the convictions,
it went unreported in the national Press. It was hard to
report on a case that went on for so long, in which no one,
neither the accused nor the alleged victims, could be
named. In legal circles, Pembroke was seen as an experiment
on the part of the authorities. As one local solicitor put
it, "It was as though they'd said, 'Let's put one of these
[paedophile] rings on in court, as far as possible from
London, to see what happens.' "

 In this newspaper, the columnist Christopher Booker alone
mentioned his doubts, referring to a case "which will one
day be looked on as a turning point in a singularly murky
chapter in the history of English law". Like many others,
Booker thought everything would come right at the Court of
Appeal. Only it didn't, the Court dismissing the appeals by
five of the accused. Today, Booker regards this case as the
greatest single injustice that he has reported in recent
years.

 He is not the only one. A defence barrister told me that
this had been the most worrying case of his career. Four
years on, a solicitor said he still woke in the middle of
the night, thinking about Pembroke.
 
"There is something very odd about this one. Like everyone
else I was shocked when I heard the charges, but then they
said an orgy had taken place in a garage in a nearby
hamlet. I know the people who live there. I talked to them,
and they said nothing could have bloody happened there."
This is David Allen, a man who spent his working life as a
local journalist.

 Then there was a defence barrister: "It was said a barn
had been the scene for an orgy. I went down to see it. The
barn is on a bend in the road. It has no doors, cars pass
along that road and their drivers would have been able to
see inside. I had to read through 40 box-files on this
case, and there is no doubt that a lot of pressure was put
on a lot of children. Then I heard the language of the
social workers. When a child said her daddy had done
something it was a 'Revelation'. When she said he had done
nothing she was 'In Denial', needing to be whipped away and
sorted out through counselling. Four years on, I am still
extremely worried about this case." 

__All the horrific scenarios that had been publicised for
seven years by social workers were here on charge sheets in
court; not in case histories or in care orders, but in a
criminal court.__

 Compare that with the opinion of a prosecution barrister:
"In essence, I have no doubts about the convictions. I
think the Social Services could have gone about it with
more subtlety, but they got carried away. I think some of
the children did go off into fantasy, so there are aspects
that are disturbing. But I think the core of it is true,
that there was child abuse in a large organised ring."
 A defence solicitor adds: "When it is a question of
shop-lifting or bullying, or just about anything else,
children are treated as lying little bastards. But when it
comes to child abuse, everything they say is taken down on
tablets of stone."
 
It all began in May, 1991. A local boy of nine, already in
care for a year, began to accuse his father of sexually
abusing him. The boy, subsequently the main accuser in the
case, was a disturbed child from a broken home, and had
been put into voluntary care by his mother who felt unable
to cope with him. Nobody had ever paid the child much heed.
 But then, after prolonged counselling by social workers,
he was the centre of attention. The social workers were to
set up a Child Sexual Abuse Therapy Group. To one defence
solicitor, this was "a combine harvester awaiting its first
harvest".

 The boy told of orgies in barns, in which men in gowns had
fired shotguns into the roof to ensure the silence of the
children who were being abused. Goats had been ritually
slaughtered in the local cemetery. The boy went on to
accuse his mother, then other local adults. How many he
eventually named is not known, but the judge was to tell
the jury, "If everyone named had been charged, the case
would have gone on forever."

 In August, 1991, the boy's father was arrested. A
well-known local man, who drove around in a tractor and
trailer, he was also notorious for his affairs with women.
To those who knew him, he would have been the last man on
earth to find it necessary to prey on children.

 One of his fellow defendants is convinced this man still
does not know what has happened to him. "He kept telling me
when we were on remand that he thought Jeremy Beadle had
something to do with it, and thought we would be out by the
end of the month. He is doing 15 years in Dartmoor now."

 At the time, the woman that the tractor driver lived with
was also interviewed, and her three children taken into
care. But a month later all charges were dropped, and the
man freed. The children, however, were not returned, being
made wards of court.

 No charges were brought against the other adults, some of
whom lived on the same council estate as their
nine-year-old accuser. But a year later something happened
in one of these families that was to change everything.
 It was June, 1992. A 14-year-old girl ran away from home,
and accused her father of abusing her. The man, who had
already confessed to his priest that he had fondled her,
was arrested, pleaded guilty, and was sent down for seven
years.

 This would have a considerable effect on the trial because
the man, brought out of jail, was placed in the middle of
the dock among defendants who said they had never seen him
before. He pleaded his innocence of being part of any
paedophile ring, but the jury saw every day in court a
self-confessed child molester, and the prosecution made
much of his being there.

 The child molester's presence also affected the
prosecution team's outlook. "On that housing estate, I
heard someone say it was the culture that when a mother got
to a certain age she handed her sexual duties over to her
daughter," a barrister told me, who had managed to convince
himself that these were not people like us.

 The daughter, interviewed for the second case by social
workers, now began to talk about orgies, and named adults;
but her orgies - unlike those described by the boy - had a
marine setting. She mentioned beaches and caves, even on a
February night. In Swansea, the one defendant credited with
practical experience of al fresco sexual activity would
later say, "February in West Wales? Don't they know that
would freeze the. . ." In the midst of his troubles, he
went on to say what it would freeze.

 There were no jokes at the time.

 December, 1992, saw the first arrests after other children
made similar statements. Eighteen children from nine
families were taken into care. Eleven men and two women
were arrested, of whom all but one of the women would stand
in the dock. Some met for the first time there.

 Who were they? They included two farmers, one of them an
Englishman newly moved to the area, another aged 80 who had
to buy a new hearing aid just to hear the charges against
him. "That cost him 500," said a fellow defendant. One man
ran a scrap-yard, one was a seaman, two unemployed. They
were not formidable men.

 "They got the blind, the halt and the weak," said a local
solicitor. They also got the child molester out of jail.


 January, 1994: the trial started.

 Within four months, the 12 in the dock had dwindled to
seven, as the judge directed the jury that some defendants
had no case to answer. The two adults expected to be
prosecution witnesses, the former wife and the girlfriend
of the man first accused, also recanted statements in which
they had named people. "I knew what they wanted me to say -
I just added on and on, but none of it was true."

 A teenage boy also recanted, claiming he, too, had been
pressured into giving a version of events by social
workers. The prosecution case thus rested on the evidence
of six children speaking over a video-link, and it was hard
for the defendants to establish an alibi for no dates or
times were given. There was much medical evidence, bitterly
contested, but there was no corroborative evidence, no
forensic testimony.

 Week after week, month after month, the jury (one of them
with a T-shirt inscribed "I'm Only Here For The Beer")
heard all of this.

 "I kept waiting for someone to say, 'Hang on. . .' but
nobody did," said one defendant. "I think I'd have found
myself guilty if I'd heard all that stuff."

 A defence barrister said: "We were lucky, the judge let
our man go at half time. Had he been standing there at the
end, there is no doubt in my mind that he'd have been
convicted."

 Which the others, with one exception, were. However, the
Social Services had been so sure of themselves that they
had not applied for a permanent care order on the children
before the criminal trial, but they did so after it was
over, and one of the families - the wife acquitted, the
husband sent down for seven years - decided to oppose this. 
And Mr Justice Connell, sitting in the Family Division of
the High Court, refused to grant the care order, even
though he heard the evidence the jury had heard. He said of
one social worker, "I attach very little weight to the
conclusions she had formed from the interviews she had
conducted."

 This judgment created the situation of a man found guilty
in a criminal court, who had now, in effect, been found not
guilty by a judge in a civil court, sitting without a jury.

 When he was released, the man had served three years in
jail, branded a child abuser. The appeals of the other five
- who had no civil judgment to fall back on - were
dismissed.
 

What follows is the direct experience of two men caught up
in the case, told as far as possible in their own words.


First, there is the father's story.

 He would like you to know his name. He would love you to
know that, and also the names of his children, because this
is the man released by the Court of Appeal after three
years in jail. He is home again in Pembroke now, in the old
house, picking up the pieces of his life. But his marriage
has broken up. The two older children have moved away to
live with their mother, and he lives with his youngest,
whom he was accused of abusing. "People need to know this
story," he said.

 "I was 34 when this started, 37 at the end. Three years
went out of my life, during which, for 18 months, I did not
see my youngest child. Why us? In the process I got crushed.

 "Come on then. . ."

 He is a stocky, fair-haired man with the open face of a
boy, and he was giving me a guided tour of the barns and
sheds where the nine-year-old had said the ritual abuse had
occurred. One of the most extraordinary features of the
trial was that the jury was merely shown a video of these.
Despite defence requests, they were not brought to the
locations.

 "Right, this is the first one." It is 50 yards from his
house, a small corrugated-iron shed in the grounds of a
smallholding. The shed is full of rusting machinery and old
clothes, a mess that had built up over many years.

 "They said there were 30 people in there shouting and
squealing and letting off guns. Can you see any holes in
the roof? It was supposed to be like a colander, the boy
said, but they crawled all over it and didn't find a single
hole.

 "Now look at that house on the corner. How far away would
you say that is? Ten yards? And there's a window at the
side. Didn't they hear what was going on?"

 He drove me through a town to a council estate. There was
a graveyard on our left. "That's where they were pouring
goats' blood on the gravestones, but they never found any."
We turned into the council estate. "That's the garage where
they were supposed to be spinning a bottle to see who would
go with who. See the size of it? If you dropped a hammer
the neighbours would hear."

 We were driving through the lanes. "See those mud flats?
They were doing something down there. . . Ah, here we are."

 It was another shed that, like most of those I was shown,
looked about to fall down. "They're supposed to have
brought a Land Rover full of kids to that. But see how
close that house is? Did nobody hear anything? And these
lanes were supposed to have had 30 or 40 people walking
along them. Nobody saw them. If you or I saw 40 people in a
lane we would never forget it."

 We drove out of Pembroke to the farm that was mentioned in
some scenarios. "There were 40 children screaming in a
trailer pulled by a tractor. Now wait. . ." He had slowed,
for on the Cleddau Bridge there is a toll booth. "Odd
nobody there noticed 40 screaming children."

 It was 15 miles. A long way, I said. "Must have been worse
for them on the trailer," he said dryly. We passed a farm
with modern surveillance equipment covering the lane. "Why
didn't they ask to see the film?"

 By now we were near the sea, and it was an area I knew,
where 20 years ago some children and a few adults claimed
to have seen flying saucers and 7 ft tall silver men in
whose footprints all plants and grass died. For a while
this was known in the Press as the Dyfed Triangle.

 When I pointed this out, he shrugged. "If that boy had
said he'd been abused by a Martian they would still have
believed him. But look, that's the barn. At least I think
it is. I've only been here once and I was trying to buy a
JCB off the farmer then. The next time I met him was in the
dock."

 The barn was large, and it was open. Anyone driving along
the road would have seen inside.

 "On December 8, 1992, I was turning into my workplace,
which I had owned since November 1990 (though they said
things had been going on there since May, 1990) when these
police cars blocked my way. I was told I was being arrested
for being part of a paedophile ring. I didn't even know
what the word meant. They took me into the Portakabin I
used as an office and the phone rang. A policeman pulled
the wires out. 'You're not going to need this again.'

 "There were three days of being treated as the scum of the
earth in Carmarthen police station. I wasn't told what had
become of my wife - who was, I found out later, just one
cell away. But I could not tell them anything they wanted
to hear. They kept asking me about this man I knew.
 
"Then there was the court, and running into court with a
blanket over my head. They had searched my yard, I found
out, and my house, for gowns, wigs, cloaks and guns. They
took away one thing, a clown's wig I had bought my little
daughter at a street market for 50p. I still have not had
it back.

 "But, for me, the first moment of sanity was in Swansea
jail. The prison officers treated me as though I was not
guilty, they let me use the phone as often as I wanted, and
did not lock me in. Remember this is a time when I am
dreading visitors because of the attitudes of the other
prisoners.

 "When the trial came, I just sat there, letting it all
pass over me. If I had listened, I might well have been
driven crazy. That is why I turned on Gerard Elias, the
Crown prosecutor. I couldn't understand. I wanted to know
why he was accusing me of those things. As I told him, he
knew I was innocent. . . The odd thing was, there was no
despair. If you have not done something you cannot despair.

 "Then the Appeal. Can you imagine it? Someone gives the
word, you walk over a line and you are a person again. That
was in London and I had two guards I had never met before.
One said to me after a day in court, 'You know, pal,
there's something strange somewhere. . .'

 "When I came home I said to a neighbour, 'I expect I'll
move', but he said, 'Oh, no you won't, d'you hear me?' One
or two of the others have also been let out now, and they
have come back. And the boy who made all the allegations,
he is also in town. One day we will all be back.

 "So far, the authorities have put a lid on this case, but
it is only until the children are 18. You just wait until
they start talking and tell about the pressure they were
put under.

 "How do I feel about it now? "Well, you can be bitter for
the rest of your life, or you can get on with your life."
 
-

Then there is the lawyer's story. He has kept one memento
of the trial. This is an invitation to a party when it was
over, and he has had it framed. A cartoon shows one of the
defendants, with the Devil's horns and fork added, driving
the tractor mentioned in evidence, though this time the
trailer is full of happy, laughing lawyers. "No cloaks or
masks" insists the invitation.

 "I kept that because it summed up the farce of the case
and the attitudes of the men who took part. At the end,
they just walked away. I have never walked away and never
will so long as I draw breath." Michael O'Connell - and,
for the first time, there is a name - is 38. 

"I was horrified when I read the allegations. My firm came
late to the case, when an accused husband and wife switched
solicitors six months after their arrest. I read the papers
at home, and when I started on the prosecution summary I
said to my wife, 'Bloody hell, this is really serious.'
 "Half an hour later, I went to find her. 'You know half an
hour ago I said we were in real trouble? I now think none
of this is true.' Nothing since then has made me change my
mind.

 "I read about a barn at harvest time in which 20 to 30
people, in capes and balaclavas, were having an orgy, with
children in a pit being made to eat excrement, and a fire
blazing on the floor. I was brought up on a farm, they were
terrified of fires in barns. Where was the smoke going? And
how could a barn be empty in the middle of harvest?

 "I was being expected to take seriously the idea that
convoys of cars had rushed through the countryside, and
that all those children had just gone off to school on
Monday morning. Had nobody noticed anything, no teachers,
no GPs? At the end of the first file, I thought the
prosecution were insane.

 "And that was just the beginning. In a serious fraud case,
which is about as big as you can get, there might be six
folders of evidence. This had 10, and it took me three
weeks to read my way through. The amount of paperwork in
this case really would fill a barn, and it would take a
pantechnicon to get it there.

 "There were boxes of unused material. An old lady walking
her dog at night said she had seen a huge fire with naked
people dancing round it, but when she got there they had
vanished. But the police did not ask what had happened to
the fire or if she had seen cars drive away. Yet they had
taken this statement down.

 "There was also one thing nobody mentioned. They talked
about orgies on beaches in summer. In Pembroke in summer
every bed and breakfast is full. For God's sake, where were
all the tourists when all this was going on?

 "When the trial judge refused to let the jury see the
locations, one of the defence solicitors made a video of
them. Do you know the greatest problem he faced? It was
that wherever he filmed, whenever he did so, people kept
straying into shot.

 "If only someone had said, 'This is not a case for a jury
to decide.' They were lost by day three. By the end, they
didn't know what was going on. They had heard months of
evidence so complicated that, as far as they were
concerned, they might have been asked to decide on whether
there were black holes in space.

 "Mr Justice Connell [the judge in the subsequent civil
case] sat without a jury, he looked at the evidence and he
said in effect, 'This is rubbish.' But the trial judge, Mr
Justice Kay, took everything so seriously. It was probably
his first case of this nature, and he lacked the experience
a Family Court judge could bring. Unfortunately, the
defendants paid dearly for this.

 __My first glimpse of the social workers was in court.
They were well briefed . . . utterly convinced of what they
were doing.__

 "My first glimpse of the social workers was in court. They
were formidable, well briefed, utterly convinced of what
they were doing. The case had developed a momentum before
we came in. Had it not, we should have applied to get the
children made wards of court to protect them from the child
protection agencies then operating in West Wales.

 "Some children had genuinely come to believe that they had
been abused. I don't know. What I do know is that
vulnerable children suddenly found all this interest being
taken in them. As for the nine-year-old boy, he was out on
his own, a highly manipulative boy, capable of telling a QC
to 'Fuck off' when he did not like a line of questioning.

 "But I also remember a 12-year-old insisting that nothing
at all had happened. The prosecuting counsel, Gerard Elias
QC, grilled him for two hours, to the point where the boy
could not remember his own age, but he could not be shaken.
Elias kept asking him about naughty videos and, in the end,
he said yes, he had seen one. It had the comedian Chubby
Brown in it.

 "As for medical evidence, believe me, I could have got any
opinion, for or against, that I wanted. I grew cynical, it
was like so much shadow boxing. The Crown produced evidence
that, in their view, showed a girl of two had been
buggered. For God's sake, she had a medical record of
constipation.
 
"So I had to sit there, and it was like watching a Beckett
play, except that when the curtain came down people were
ruined. What would I like to see happen? I want an apology
from those responsible, including the judge, for what
happened. I want the Government to compensate children who
will be disadvantaged for the rest of their lives.

 "But mostly I want a genuine public debate into it. You
have no idea what it is like when a whole community gets
ripped apart. Neighbours are too terrified to give
evidence. In Pembroke, the one social worker to query what
was going on lost his job. You have no idea of the fear.

 "As for the trial, I remember two incidents. One chap
owned a council garage in which, it was said, an orgy had
taken place. Do you know the size of a council house
garage? The Crown didn't. And this chap said no, he didn't
think there could have been 20 people in his garage, the
old Skoda was in there at the time. Well, they would have
wheeled that out. No. Why not? The old Skoda was on bricks.
It was such a moment of black humour.

 "The other incident was quite different. My client, being
cross-examined by Gerard Elias, suddenly said, 'Mr Elias,
you know all this is untrue.' For a moment all the rules
were disregarded, and he spoke so quietly, and with such
sincerity, that there was total silence. This QC, this
clever man, he had no answer, he just stood there with his
mouth open, but then the judge intervened. It was the one
moment when common-sense broke in."
 

The strangest sequel is to come. Three of the convicted men
are still in jail, all protesting their innocence, but the
two released so far have both come home. Out of all those
charged, only two have left the area. And the children are
growing up. When they are 18 they may indeed want to speak,
so it could be possible to name, even to interview, them.
This will no longer be a story without names.

 In the meantime, accusers and accused pass each other in
the streets of Pembroke. It is just that the circus has
left town, leaving the swings to hang limp and abandoned.

-----------------------------------------------------------
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Isabel writes:
------------------------------------------------------------

Hi ye all! I was quiet for a while, but I've been reading
all the messages. I was very depressed during Christmas,
and I didn't have the energy to write. But the new year
started really well, solving almost magically all my
problems with K -thanks to his mother- and I'm happy again!
I wish you all a better new year! I was surprised to read
how many people have thought of suicide. I must have
thought of it or wished I was dead hundreds of times until
now, but not for the same reasons as you people, e.g. not
because of my pedophilia. Between 5 and 9 I used to wish to
die every time my grandmother (the person I grew up with)
shouted at me. That hurt me so much, that each time I
locked myself up in my room and cried for hours. I never
allowed her to see me crying, instead I pretended I was
angry at her, so she never knew. That went on until I
stopped loving her - or rather stopped depending emotionally
on her, until I was nine more or less. I started to fall in
love with other people, and then I wished to die or wanted
to commit suicide every time things were hard (if I
couldn't see them any more, or if they stopped speaking to
me, or if they were angry at me, etc.). This is still going
on. A few times I even decided to commit suicide. But hope
stopped me always. Hope that better days would come. 

And better days did come each time, although sometimes I had 
to wait for years... Of course, when I feel lousy, I can't
bear the suffering. I cry hours on end and I don't have the
courage to go on living. So I guess it's my courage that
has kept me hanging on. The last ten years my friends have
helped me too. I'm lucky to have many good friends that
accept me fully. I would advise you to find other peds -or
gay people, they are usually also understanding- to make
friends with, it's easier bearing the weight when supported.

Isabel
-----------------------------------------------------------



'Mach I' writes:
-----------------------------------------------------------

Val and I were happy with our relationship. She waited anxiously for me 
when I could show up at night. I could hear she calling my name 
euphorically behind the door when I rang the bell, followed by a kind of 
"be quite" from her mom. Then she ran to the door and opened it with the 
most wonderful smile someone could have ever given to me.

One night, Val's mom told me I should not let her treat me like one of 
her peers. I should ignore her if she were disrespectful to me because 
adults and children are at different levels. And yes, there is a 
difference she told me, showing her fingers separated about 3 inches.
I could agree with that if she had referred to our heights. But I had to 
be careful with what I say. She is very tough with Val and she has a 
very strong personality. I told her I didn't care because she has always 
been respectful to me as well as I have been to her, but I would think 
about that. What could I say?

She also said Val had to go to bed early because she is hard to wake up 
in the morning and when I showed up she became exited and didn't want to 
go to sleep.

From that day on she didn't call me anymore. I used to call though, with 
the hope she picked up the phone. But usually her mother did. Once in a 
while I could talk to Val or see her. She was different. She was not 
smiling anymore. She was not feeling comfortable in speaking to me in 
her mom's presence. Her eyes never shined again. I noticed that 
something was wrong. 

Once we had a party and I could ask her why she was not calling me 
anymore. She told me her mom found out that she was calling me without 
her permission and had forbidden her to do it again. I was sat alone 
with her caressing her hair like I used to do. She asked me to keep on 
doing it. Suddenly her mother enters the room. Val was frightened and 
said: "What did I do now?" I Kept my hand on her hair while her mother 
had a sub-zero glance on Val. Val asked me: "excuse me for a moment, 
I'll be right back" and went with her mother to another room where they 
talked alone for a couple of minutes. When they returned, Val asked me 
to join other people in the dining room.

One day, late at night, Val called me telling me she was saying goodbye 
because her mother couldn't stand her anymore and she was going to live 
with her father, who lives in another country.

I couldn't control my reaction. I was in panic!

My wife jumped from the couch to know what had happened. I told her Val 
was leaving tomorrow to live with her dad. My wife knows how attached we 
were to each other and tried to calm me down. I wanted to talk to Val's 
mom but she refused to talk to me. I could hear she saying that the 
decision had been taken and nobody would change it. I said I would try 
to talk to her tomorrow.

I saw the sky falling down on my head. My wife talked and talked to me 
giving me the hope of a change in Val's mother's mind.

I couldn't sleep that night. I cried too much. Early next morning I 
called Val's mother and asked her what was her final word. She told me 
Val would stay but would be punished for a month without TV, Videogame 
and playing outside. She didn't want to go to school the day before and 
for that reason she got mad.

Ironically, I was happy.

In a couple of weeks another announcement knocked me down. They would 
leave the apartment to live in other location. It was still in the same 
city but pretty much far from here. So, the two-month countdown began. I 
knew it would be harder to see Val then. The day they moved, my heart 
broke.

So Val moved and I was destroyed.

Every evening arriving home, I stopped under where once was Val's 
bedroom to drop some tears there. New people are living there now. It's 
foolish but maybe I still had some hope

Now I can't simply show up or meet Val occasionally. I have to call and 
use my imagination to make her mother invite me. She is avoiding me. 
Actually, she is avoiding any contact between Val and me. She still 
speaks nicely with me for one hour or more by phone, inclusively about 
Val, but when I ask to talk with her, she always has an excuse to deny 
it.

Val's mom finally invited my wife and me for a dinner. My wife was 
reluctant in going there because our son and Val are like dog and cat. 
But Val's mom wouldn't invite me alone. After dinner I was told that Val 
had to finish her homework. Val asked me to help her but her mother told 
me I should leave her alone. Val was upset till her mother sent her to 
bed.

A couple of days later I called Val's mom telling her I had to talk 
about something important. I went there that same night. When Val went 
to bed I sat with her mother and asked her why Val was looking so sad 
and had changed her way of talking to me. She didn't expect me asking 
that and she tried to convince me that nothing had changed. I insisted 
and she finally said that Val was becoming too attached to me and she 
always had a good relationship with her father but lately I was more 
involved in her daily life than her own dad and I was receiving even 
more attention from her than he was. She thinks it wasn't fair.

Well, it's true that Val has a very good relationship with her dad. He 
is really nice to her. I don't have any complaint about him. But he 
lives in another country and shows up every two or three months to spend 
a couple of days with his daughter. Neither I intended to replace him 
but I think Val feels like being always in second place. Her competition 
with my son makes it clear she would like to be the first one to me but 
she knows she can't. Her dad doesn't live here with her because he lives 
and works in another country. No doubt his job comes first and she is 
left again in second place.

Although I've never noticed Val's dad having any concern about me, I 
can't argue or try to convince Val's mom that our relationship is 
healthy and it helped her to lessen her suffering due to her 
frustrations. She wouldn't change her mind. She treats her daughter like 
a property of hers (I remember when Val was going to live with her dad 
she told me she belonged to her dad too. I said she doesn't belong to 
anyone but she didn't understand and I never had a chance to discuss 
that with her since then).

Amazingly Val's mom told me that night when I was leaving that nobody 
has never treated Val better than I had and she still likes me a lot.
I was to say something but my voice didn't come out.

I was thinking about some other concern Val's mom could have. In my 
opinion, the argument she gave me is not strong enough for such a 
brainwash she performed in that poor girl. It should have been a 
psychological torture. It's possible that someone could have alerted her 
that Val could be involved with a pedophile! I don't really know what's 
in her mind. If I insist I can loose Val forever.

I don't give a damn for what they think about me but I don't want Val to 
have a bad impression. After all, Val had the initiative to make a good 
friendship with me. She is not that nice to everybody but she trusted me 
so much I'd confront the whole world to avoid such disappointment. She 
didn't do anything wrong but she was told she did. She's very smart 
however and I trust her good sense.

Last week her mom allowed me to talk with her. I felt my image wasn't 
destroyed yet. We didn't have any profound talk and I wouldn't have 
anyway. It's possible I was being monitored. At the end, she asked me in 
a low voice when I would come over her house. I said to ask her mother 
to put my name in her waiting list. She sadly said: "Yeah, I know what 
you mean!"

I'm missing her so badly but I'm waiting.

'Mach I'
-------------------------------------------------------------------




'Amator Puellurum' writes:
-------------------------------------------------------------------

This is my first time on the ASGL-L and I just have a
question.  Why must I feel so 'dirty' when others discover 
the close relationships I have with girls?

Is this just the way society 'conditions' you?  The
girls never seem to have any problems with it, just
me...

Your comments and suggestions are wellcome.

'Amator Puellurum'
-------------------------------------------------------------------




'Mandrake' writes:
--------------------------------------------------------------------

Hallo to all. It's been awhile since I dropped a line. I had a couple
of comments to make.

First off I read an article in a past issue of Gauntlet magazine, where
they deal with issues of sexuality, censorship, etc. The article they
had talked about photographers as Graham Ovenden, Sally Mann, and Jock
Sturges. It was a very interesting "pro" child-erotica slant.

The best photographer in the above mention would be Graham Ovenden,
with Sally Mann coming in a close second. Jock Sturges on the other
hand has the most uninteresting photos I have ever seen. Too bland and
stark for my taste. How he could have gotten in trouble for those photos
still blows me away.

The photographer that seemed not to get into almost no legal trouble
at all seemed to be Sally Mann. That was probably because of the photos
she took was of her own children. Also because of where she lived in
the southeast of the USA (Kentucky I think). Compared to Sturges who
was living in California in a major city. Any opinions?

   [ Could also be because she's a woman, and her artistic
     stature is much higher in the art world. ]

IANTHE: Thanks for reprinting the W0nderland articles, I was going to
do that myself. I am amazed that the only reason that such an group
that came tumbling down like a house of cards was because of one
person didn't keep his mouth shut when he thought the police had got
him. It's also amazing how far it reached out. After you posted
it the first time, I saw on the news several weeks later, a brief
mention of someone being caught for having child porn and being
connected to the W0nderland Group.

--

FLICKORNA: It's good to know that you are still around. Don't be too
depressed, things always have a way changing around. Its normal to
feel alone and think there's nothing out. But there is something
out there. It has to be.

SANCTUARY: Pretty much goes for the same for you too. I am curious
though, why you don't just move to a different town and/or get a
another job that is more satisfying.

TO EVERYBODY ELSE: One short note about the USA. The United States
is a huge place that really only has 2 borders on it's main
continent. What happens in let's say in a city like Maimi, Florida
doesn't have an impact on Chicago, Illinois - 2000 miles away. Laws
can vary from a county, to a town, a city, a state, to a federal
law that affects the whole country itself....

--

David Eddings, by the way, is a science fiction writer. A popular
one at that too.

'Mandrake'
-----------------------------------------------------------------




'Lumiere' writes:
-----------------------------------------------------------------

Hello,

I saw the snippet on David Eddings and, well, he's one of my favorite 
authors.  He writes fantasy books.  The series with Ehlana and Sparhawk 
is called the Elenium (it's made up of three books).  The thing with 
Sparhawk and Ehlana, Sparhawk was the royal champion, but the king 
wanted him out of the way, so he gave Sparhawk the task of watching his 
daughter, assuming that Sparhawk would be insulted and would quit.  

Instead, Sparhawk did his duty and found a brilliant little girl, and 
raised her and taught her all she's need to know.  Ehlana, however, fell 
in love with Sparhawk.  Then the king exiled Sparhawk, (Ehlana was 8 at 
this time), and he didn't come back for ten years, when Ehalana, who was 
now queen, was sick and in danger.  The story starts with Sparhawk 
returning from exile.  Evenutally Ehalan and Sparhawk get married, even 
though she's 18 and he's well over 40.  I don't know what that bit about 
Arissa was; if I remember correctly, she was the old king's sister, and 
the king wanted to marry her but Sparhawk wouldn't let him, and that got 
the king mad at him, there's more story behind it, but that's the gist 
of it.  

The wonderful thing about this series isn't the romance between Sparhawk 
and Ehlana, but the character Aphrael, who is literally a Child Goddess.  
She always appears about six and loves kisses.  

The books are called The Diamond Throne, The Ruby Knight, and The 
Sapphire Rose.  There is a sequel series to this one, too, consisting of 
Domes of Fire, The Shining Ones, and The Hidden City.  They're all 
wonderful books, child-goddesses notwithstanding :)

Catcha later,

'Lumiere'
-----------------------------------------------------------------



'Desire' writes:
----------------------------------------------------------------------

Michaela and Alyson's mother is going on holiday abroad for a week,
together with her biological brother (she and her sister have been
adopted). Good thing to, she was at home because of stress for some
time already, but that hardly works with the children around, I'm
afraid. Last evening Alyson was crying because her favorite cuddly toy
wasn't there. And her grandmother was (understandably) not willing to
drive all the way to her house to get it. Her grandmother told her
that normally she would easily sleep without it, but I think that the
knowledge that her mother is away for a week has increased her need
for some kind of physical contact and support. Anyway, I have
borrowed her mine for the night, and it seems to have helped. Despite
that, she's not very friendly with me lately. Doesn't want me around
in fact. Her sister was much more pleasant in that aspect - she was
around earlier on the day, and when I saw her in the kitchen, making
something or other, I showed some interested. Pretty soon she wanted
to play with me, and we did some catching and some volleyball-like
stuff with a balloon.

--

Also some social event with my colleagues and their partners - and
children! At first I had no success with the latter, but at one time
a shy little girl (let's call her Alice) suddenly took interest in me
and we started to do peek-a-boo like things. Her brother, and later
two other boys, joined in, and in short time I had four children all
running around me. Well, I liked it, and so did they.

I have seen Alice a few times before. The last time was when with a
smaller group of colleagues we visited their home. Also got to play
then, although I think that her shyness would have made that
impossible if it wasn't for her brother Denny. I think her father
knows that I'm a girl-lover, but he's pretty cool about it.

--

'Daveboy' wrote:
>BTW... Does anyone here know whats happened to the PLF?
>The site hasn't been updated since last August and
>the Slurp doesn't respond to e-mail.

'Flickorna' reacted:
> I don't know either. I think he is probably on vacation. I think we will 
> know what has happened eventually. I just hope that he is okay. He 
> disappeared around the sametime that w0nderland group was busted.

Unfortunately, vacation seems an unlikely reason. Almost the last of
his 'What's new?' items was 'back from holiday'. You don't announce
that you're back from holiday, then go on holiday for many months
within a week unannounced. I'm afraid that his absence is suspicious. 
Although it could also just mean that his computer broke down and 
he didn't have the money to buy a new one.

--

'Sihme' wrote:
> I've found that in most cases, although I may not be able to
> speak with them, as soon as they notice my watching them, they
> immeadiately begin to 'show off', constantly checking to see if I'm
> still watching.  And of course I am :)

One problem I have is that it's sometimes not clear WHY they are
looking back. Often it's clear that a girl has noticed me watching,
and is looking back, but it's not clear whether they do so because
they like the attention or dislike it. Whether they feel honoured or
threatened.

--

'Sanctuary' wrote:
> I will address it briefly myself. The main conflict seems to
> come in regards to discipline. I know that sometimes I
> must enforce certain rules that I wouldn't concern myself
> with otherwise. I tend to let my friends be who they are
> but sometimes I must step in and correct my daughter if
> I feel she is in error. Now I know that friends also correct
> each other when they are trying to help each other so even
> that comparison is not totally valid. I think it has something
> to do with the fact that I feel I am responsible for her upbringing.

Yes, I find conflicts on that point too. On the one hand I see the
girl as my equal, and that also implies that I don't tell her what to
do. Or more correctly, I will do so, but only as a suggesting 
("Wouldn't it be better if you...", "I think it would be a good idea 
to...", "I don't think you should be doing that"). But the conflict
comes if then she simply will not do it. On the one hand, treating her
as an equal means that I'll have to accept her decision. On the other
hand, I sometimes feel that mine is clearly better.

For example: The second (and up to now last time) I saw Marleen for the
weekend, she wanted to go outside to play tag. I remarked that she'd
better put on her jacket (I don't know what the temperature was, but
I think it was 5 degrees Centigrade or such), but she did not want to.
What to do? I think this one got solved because just around that
moment her father stepped in, and also noticed she was going to go
outside without her jacket, but what should I do? On the one hand I do
not want to force her. On the other hand I really meant it when I said
it was a bad idea to go outside without it.

  [ Quite sensible really - if you know you are going to run around,
    you know you will soon be very warm, especially children, who
    warm up quicker than adults - so you don't need a coat, unless 
    it is really sub-zero. ]

Now, in most cases I do not have that problem. Either I do indeed
regard it as the girl's own choice, so I go with whatever her wishes
are, or there's a clear reason from my interests or those of other
people, and then I feel much less problematic about it (for example,
if any girl wants to play with me while I am not in the mood for it
(sorry, irrealistic example... make that 'while I am too busy doing
something else'), she'll have to accept that I don't).

--

'Soft_&_Gentle' wrote:
> About less hostile countries.  'Desire', Canada is not - there 
> is a phobia about pedophile and big campaign to increase jail
> sentence.

Well, it was just that I didn't know enough about Canada to say
anything with certainty.

> About boy-lovers being more organized the girl-lovers. I think
> is the fact that boy-lover are less hunted and watch then
> girl. I stand of how often you hear boy-rape and girl-rape?

I disagree here. There may be more talk about girl-rape, but that may
very well be because it happens more (girls have more
intergenerational contacts, and more of those contacts are unwanted).
Girl-love is sometimes looked at more negatively because girls are,
more than boys supposed to be innocent (or rather, to be what society
has deformed the word to mean), but on the other hand fighting
boy-love is the 'political correct' variant of homophobia. My own
thought is that boy-lovers are better organized simply because there
apparently are more of them (DPA for example mentions that 75% of the
pedophiles known to them are boy-lovers, leaving 25% for girl-lovers
and bisexual child-lovers combined).

> I really believe that many a GL web site will be shut down as soon
> as it's existence is know, and the same quick action to
> shutdown is not existing for boy. 

Trust me, it is. Whether a page remains or not has not to do with the
gender of the children being adored, but on how much it is known to
the pedo-bashers and on the server it is on - some services will shut
down the smallest hint of liking children, others will only make
problems when you're approaching legal boundaries.

'Ianthe' reacted:
> [ They have their own dedicated servers, which kind of helps... :) ]

Plural? I know only Free Spirits, which others do you mean?

   [ I thought they have a back-up server now ? ]

'Desire'
----------------------------------------------------------------------




'Soft_&_Gentle' is re-posting:
-----------------------------------------------------------------

Hello Ianthe,

My comments about suicides were published on the 12th, but the 
conclusion did not show on the 16th or 17th. Can you please 
re-post it. Thanks. S&G

--

As mention .... Change small things.

I guess that is when I started to gain control. It was when I 
decided to take small step. The psychologist and the shrink had
a hard time understanding my choices but still supported me in 
my "process".

To them wanting to live was the goal. Me I didn't see why I should live. But I
could see
the reasons why I wanted to hurt myself.  So "to me" wanting to stop myself was
more
important. At least it was a goal that I could understand and focus on. Although 
the
reason as to why to stop  was not clear, I had to go with it.

The reason for being ... "for my own good".

A wimpy excuse I agree, but this was the only one and it had to last. Also I
couldn't
justify it as each time I tried, I found a  negative reason not to. So it just
became ...
"a cash value".

Step by step I eliminated the reasons to hurt myself. A big one was that; "I was
no good".
Seems all my life I wasn't good  enough. I also did things for others then for
myself.
This was a big chunk to manage and I did have a hard time passing  trough.

Again I had to brake it into smaller pieces.

The first part was that I did not have to prove to anyone that I was good.
Especially not
to my father. The second I had to do  things for myself. Third I had to be
satisfied with
the 90's I was getting in schools. At that time I had returned to school at age
30. To my
father anything I did was never good enough, and I had to prove him wrong, and
spent 12
years doing just that. So  when I was arrested, again I was a no good
sun-of-a-bitch.

Tools Ianthe asked, what did "we use". Patience and long term negotiation with
myself. How
to deal with yourself someone  asked. That I am afraid that is probably
different for each
person. To me it was to express my feelings and needs. To deal with  one at the
time. But
mostly to do it my way and speed. True that at the time I was in a good group. 

We were all there for related sexual crime and most were pedophile. But we did
not talk
about it every meeting, we spoke of  ourselves and how things went and how we
handle
things. One important thing was that each person had it's own space. We were 
allowed our
own opinion and could voice them, but no matter what was said, it was for
helping and not
destroying. 

We took what we wanted from the others comment and maybe later what we left
behind would
return and at that time we would  accept and deal with it. The big thing was
that we had
to go forward, but we decided how fast. If we back tracked or stalled,  someone
would ask
what we are doing or would tell us a little truth about us and the way he sees
thing. We
could accept it or  leave it behind. 

But if we stalled someone would comeback and point that we were stalling. For
two years
they kept reminding me that I was  still putting down the defenseless guy inside
me. Until
the day that I decided that the little guy was allowed to have front seat,  well
part of
it.

So here it is Ianthe. 

I was lucky enough to have people listening and make observation on what I said,
never
telling me what I should do, just  offering suggestions of what I forgot to look
at or
offering a different perspective to what I saw. The pills kept the bad suicidal
thought
away until I dealt with other stuff. But no matter what I had to deal with my
feelings one
day.

What do I do today when I am gloomy ... Often I take a walk, to get away from
that place
and see if I can get things straight in  my mind. Other times I will do
something to take
my mind off it, until I can get another perspective. The idea is, if I am to
close  to the
problem, I cannot see what is around it. I need to take one step back.

Mostly remember ... 

Your a man (woman), have two hand, one body, one head, so you only can do one
thing at the
time (step by step).

Sorry for the long post, You have a nice day. 

'S_&_G'
------------------------------------------------------------------



'Surgeboy' writes:
------------------------------------------------------------------

I wrote:
>>The REAL story is far more 'incredible' than you may have
>>heard.  Man was never meant to made in the flesh, but was
>>created originally in everlasting spirit!
>>
>>We (yes, that means you and I and any one who has lived and
>>'died' on this earth) messed up.  Many of us, anyway.

'Xalex' replied:
>So how did you or me or anyone, including our pretty LGs, mess
>up? By having thoughts about sex?

--

My response is:

Sorry 'Xalex', but no.

At the time, only animals had sex because they were 'mortal', we 
weren't.  We were intended to live forever.

In the first Earth age, no one needed to procreate since everyone
was already alive.  That was the first age, this is the second.

In the second, because of our own action (or inaction as well,
I suspect, I still don't know the '411' about this) we were made
into flesh to be born and then to die (only once).

As to what 'we' did wrong, I cannot give you very much detail
except to say that we listened to a bunch of lies presented by
one fellow and his cohorts.

Bad enough, I'll admit, but we started to buy into those lies
and that was our mistake.

So, no, sex wasn't even an issue at the time.

'Surgeboy'
-----------------------------------------------------------------




    "Discussion is the most radical thing in the world, which is why
    no system ever wants you to talk about anything. They don't want 
    you to get together and come to a conclusion because it may not 
    be the kind of conclusion they like. The censorship of the 
    Internet is very interesting. They say it's paedophilia they're 
    after, but really it's because they don't want free discussion."

    -- Tony Benn, MP.  The Independent, Saturday 26th October, 1996.





Advert:
============================================
http://www.alessandrasmile.com
 Alessandra's Smile, an established USA 
 mail-order catalog of legal books & videos.
============================================
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* Canada: Justice Duncan Shaw profile, and French press reaction.
* UK headline: 'Lolita sex romp sir goes free'
* Australia: Sex case woman teacher commits suicide
* Paris: Fournier's UNESCO gaffe gets picked up on net
* UK: Guardian and Times scathing about net-regulation proposals
* USA: Export-grade DES crypto broken (again)
* Canada: statistics
TV news
Academic notes
Juicy quote from the TES



Canada:
--------------------------------------------------------------
    
Thursday, January 21, 1999
 
_Child porn judge considered student of the law_

 VANCOUVER (CP) -- Justice Duncan Shaw, described by
friends as a no-nonsense "student of the law," is getting a
hard lesson in controversy over his recent ruling against
Canada's child pornography laws. 

 Then again, those friends and associates say Shaw may be
shrugging it off because his devotion to the law allows him
to look past the controversy. 

 "He's the kind of judge who looks at the law and the legal
principles and would say, based on that, that this law is
unconstitutional," said criminal lawyer Glen Orris, who has
appeared before Shaw on several cases. 

 "Nothing else would influence him, whether it was popular
or otherwise." 

 But that matters little to members of the public outraged
at Shaw's decision to clear Robin Sharpe of two charges of
possessing child pornography because the Criminal Code
section violated Sharpe's charter rights. 

 The Ottawa-based agency that handles complaints about
federally appointed judges got an earful in one working day
this week when 50 people called to lash out at Shaw, a
lawyer for 29 years before he was appointed to the bench. 

 "People were basically saying, 'This is an outrage, '
'This judge should be fired,' and then hanging up," Jeannie
Thomas, executive director of the Canadian Judicial
Council, said Wednesday. 

 "It's most unfortunate," Thomas said. "Imagine if you were
a judge and you were personally criticized for a decision
you made to the best of your ability based on your
understanding of the law." 

 If the ruling is upheld by the Supreme Court of Canada, which
is expected to hear the case, it will become law across the
country. 

 Shaw was raised in Vancouver and graduated from law school
in 1958. He settled in at Davis and Co., one of Vancouver's
biggest law firms, moving up the ranks to become senior
partner before he went to the bench in 1987. 

 "He's a very solid kind of by-the-book judge, decides
cases only on what's in front of him, a very conscientious
guy," said Ross Ellison, a senior partner at Davis and a
friend of Shaw's. 

 Shaw the judge is very much like Shaw the lawyer, said
Ellison, who was wary about chatting about his friend. 

 "He was a very hard-working, conscientious lawyer. (He)
took his job very seriously as I know he takes judging very
seriously." 

 Dunc, as Ellison called him, got into law because he loved
it. 

 "He was a real student of the law, I guess, a lawyer's
lawyer." 

 When not on the bench, Shaw's hobbies include travel and
golf.


==


_What the French press said_

There was interest but no consensus in the French press
about the recent ruling of the Superior Court of British
Columbia on the legality of the possession of child
pornography. 

Lysiane Gagnon in La Presse wrote: "In the context of a 
secular and democratic society, the decision of Judge 
Duncan Shaw is perfectly defensible. The civilization of 
a society is measured by the manner in which the most 
repugnant cases are treated. In the matter of child 
pornography, it is odious to invoke informed consent 
that is beyond the child. It remains, however, an opinion, 
which, like other abominable opinions, has the
right to exist in a democratic society. The question 
evokes that other incongruity, which is the law on prostitution;
the activity is not illegal but its solicitation is,
defying common sense. How can there be prostitution without
there first having been solicitation. These painful
contortions show how difficult and dangerous it is to
legislate in the area of morals. It is certainly better to
sin on the side of an excess of leniency than on that of
excessive repression."

-------------------------------------------------------------



UK newspaper headline (The Daily Star is one set below _The 
Sun_, but an interesting headline, and there may be a real 
story here which may be picked up by more reputable papers):
-------------------------------------------------------------

23rd Jan 99
        
_Daily Star_

_LOLITA SEX ROMP SIR GOES FREE_

 A teacher at a top public school has walked free from
court after admitting going to bed with a Lolita temptress
pupil. 

------------------------------------------------------------




Australia:
-------------------------------------------------------------

21st Jan 99

_Sex case teacher commits suicide_

A WOMAN teacher facing charges of molesting a young teenage 
girl committed suicide on the day she was to appear in court.

The woman, 50, was found in her car near her Laidley home
at 4am on Monday. 

She was due to appear in Toowoomba Magistrates Court that
day to face four charges of indecently dealing with
children under 16. 
 
A police spokeswoman said there were no suspicious
circumstances behind the woman's death, which had been
ruled as suicide. An autopsy found the woman died from 
carbon monoxide poisoning. 

Students from the school involved said the teacher had
taken classes in the first half of last year before taking
leave because of a medical condition. 

"She was good friends with one girl in our class and the
girl used to get teased about it," a former student said.
Another student from the school said the teacher made
subjects fun to learn and was always pleasant to students. 

The woman's female companion and her sister were too upset
to comment yesterday. 

Education Queensland refused to comment. 

-----------------------------------------------------------------




Fournier's UNESCO gaffe gets picked up by popular (it had a 
write-up in the paper edition of Wired :) UK-based net-news 
newsletter:
-----------------------------------------------------------------

         And now to the heart of information economy. France. As more
         cheerful publications are celebrating that country's
         decision to liberalise their crypto laws, we've been hanging
         out at the Paris UNESCO conference on the Net and
         pedophilia. Fun, fun, fun. There, INTERPOL's Agnes
         Fournier-Saint Maur revealed that the problem demanded
         immediate action, as "studies in the United States in 1995
         documented one million online pornographic images involving
         children." One million images? 1995? Porn scare? We're not
         100% sure, but it *looks* like Ms Maur is citing as evidence
         that famously reputable Net porn expose, the infamous RIMM
         REPORT. Old timers will remember that this was the
         Carnegie-Mellon survey that TIME magazine ran as its cover
         story, only to discover that the principal conclusions
         (among others, that 83.5% of all Internet imagery was
         pornographic) were the entirely spurious inventions of a
         publicity-seeking undergraduate. But even the Rimm report
         claimed only to have found a million *descriptions* of
         *adult* images - not a million *child porn* images. It's
         good to know that officers in charge of catching child
         pornographers are incapable of spotting misleading evidence
         when it's a four years old mishearing of one of the most
         widely documented cases of Internet fraud ever committed.
         Truly, these Interpol folk are the *elite*.

         http://www.bergen.com/morenews/unesco199901197.htm
               - Inspector Clouseau will be heading the investigation
         http://www.eff.org/~declan/rimm/index.html
                          - we don't think she's online much, do you?

----------------------------------------------------------------------



UK:
-----------------------------------------------------------------------

The Guardian, London.

by Duncan Campbell

[...]

IN A HEAVILY fortified building in London's docklands sits
LINX, the London Internet Exchange. LINX is the heart of
British Internet communications. Its optical pipes and
ultra-fast relaying equipment handle the majority of this
country's net communications. It is the primary British
site for anyone wanting to spy on the net. According to
LINX chairman Keith Mitchell, the secretly evolving plans
for tapping the net are as unaffordable as they are
unworkable.

The EU proposals, he says, "probably have astronomical cost
implications.". Mitchell and industry colleagues sees the
police response as the classic reflex action of a befuddled
detective; throw the lot into a police van and take it
down to the nick. ['nick' = police station]

The internet is the product of 30 years of evolution, which
began with Arpanet, a US defence computer network designed
to stay working even as nuclear attacks destroyed many of
its constituent parts.

Every message that traverses the net can be split into many
constituent parts, each of which can take a different
route to its destination, through whichever sites have
capacity and connections. Net users can enter cyberspace
at innumerable physical points, often acquiring an
evanescent electronic identity that changes every time the
net is used.
        
The law enforcement agents response has been to demand that
every item of data about every internet user should be
downloaded into their computers. To be effective, this
system would have to allocate everyone a lifetime net
identity at birth, and register it in an international
database, linked to DNA samples and fingerprints. Not even
the FBI-EU group has proposed that. But in the chameleon
like world of cyberspace, nothing less would come within 
a hair's breadth of working.

[...]

EU Ministers merely risk creating an electronic behemoth that 
widely threatens privacy and civil liberty with little benefit 
to the fight against terrorism and organised crime.
        
The time to start talking about what should be in Jack
Straw's new Interception of Communications Act is now, not
when the oppressive requirements of the ENFOPOL planners
are imposed on parliament by order from Brussels.

--

[ and this from The Times...]

  Sue Cameron

  _The Government is running scared over electronic trade -
  it is using the war on crime as an excuse to snoop on us
  all through our computers_

Whitehall's control freaks are on a roll. Not only have
they managed to consign the long-promised Freedom of
Information Bill to the bottom of the pending tray, they
are now poised to give themselves powers to go snooping
through your computer. 

Included in the Electronic Commerce Bill, due to be
introduced this spring, are powers ostensibly designed to
help the authorities to combat crime. But the Bill will
also give the Government powers to eavesdrop on anyone's
confidential computer messages, raising important questions
about civil liberty, law enforcement and the power of the
State. 

The issue, with its uncomfortable echoes of the erosion of
individual freedoms so vividly depicted in the film* Enemy
of the State*, will be raised when the Commons Trade and
Industry Select Committee meets today.

  [ etc... some rather heavy guns are currently wheeling 
    themselves into position against the imminent UK 
    crypto legislation, and other net-snooper proposals, 
    it seems... ]

----------------------------------------------------------------------




USA: Export-grade DES crypto broken (again):
----------------------------------------------------------------------

January 20, 1999, 3:11 a.m. PT          

A team led by the Electronic Frontier Foundation broke the U.S.
government's Data Encryption Standard algorithm Wednesday in a 
record 22 hours and 15 minutes, executives announced at the 
RSA Data Security Conference, where the challenge was sponsored.

------------------------------------------------------------------



Canada: statisics
----------------------------------------------------------------------

Det. Insp. Bob Matthews is head of the child-pornography 
division with the Ontario Provincial Police.  Formed in 
1975, the OPP pornography investigation unit has 15 
officers covering all of Ontario except Toronto and Ottawa.
It is the largest unit in Canada and gets calls for help
from as far away as the Northwest Territories. Last year, 
the unit executed 59 search warrants, laid 110 charges, 
arrested 28 people, and performed 134 investigations.

  [ And your _conviction_ rate is... not telling, eh, Bob ? :) ]

----------------------------------------------------------------------



TV news:
----------------------------------------------------------------------
   
January 22 1999     
  
 C4 has made a programme on the steamy father-daughter 
 couple who duped it
 
_Anatomy of a hoax _
 
IF two people had wasted 40,000 of your budget and several
weeks of your time playing a spectacularly humiliating
practical joke, what would you do? Report them to the
police? Devote your life to sending taxis and pizza
delivery boys to their front door? Or smile, forgive and
say "shucks, it happens"? 

Channel 4, with incredible magnanimity, seems to have opted
for the last approach. Five months after a couple exposed
the channel to ridicule by pretending to be father and
daughter for the documentary *Daddy's Girl,* executives
have not only kissed and made up with the pair, but made
yet another film about them. 

*Daddy's Girl* never saw the light of day. It was withdrawn
hours before transmission after the girl's real father
happened to see the programme trailer and alerted Channel 4
to the ruse. Excerpts from it, however, have been
interwoven into Channel 4's latest offering, *Who's Been
Framed**?, *which pioneers a hitherto unexplored area of
programme-making - the anatomy of the in-house cock-up. 
During an hour-long *mea culpa*, Stuart Smith, 29, and
Victoria Greetham, 19, explain how they hoodwinked the
television crew for more than four months. Smith, who had
pretended to be 39 and intensely possessive of his
"daughter", says the hoax fulfilled a fantasy. "It felt
good to be a middle- class racehorse trainer instead of a
plumber's son with a criminal record," he says. "I swapped
lives." 

Greetham, a law student and aspiring model, displays a
naive, insouciant attitude to a prank that could have cost
the director, Edmund Coulthard, of Blast! films, his
career. "Not everything you see on TV is real," she says.
"The documentary that was made was real, it's just that
there were some lies involved in it." 

The hoax did, however, raise important questions about the
future of the genre. Michael Jackson, the chief executive
of Channel 4, said the episode was a new public abuse of
the trust that once existed between film-makers and their
subjects. Directors agree that, from now on, nobody will be
taken at face value; subjects will be vetted right down to
their birth certificates, and "good faith" is history. 

   [ Interesting effect on interviews with paedophiles
     here, perhaps ? ]

Others say that such a hoax was waiting to happen. The
public's appetite for fame had been dangerously whetted by
watching ordinary people become overnight celebrities
thanks to the success of docusoaps such as *Driving School*
and *The Cruise*. 

But will making a documentary about a documentary, and
committing more money to two subjects who have already
shown themselves to be frauds, expose Channel 4 to
accusations of excessive navel-gazing? After all, why
should we believe the word of two proven liars the second
time round? 

The commissioning editor, Peter Dale, says: "We are not
trying to make this a moral tale. That would seem
selfcongratulatory. We're trying to look at how the public
sees us now. This is part of the tables turning. The power
is shifting. We are no longer like gods commanding the
public to do what we want them to do, and this was a good
way of exploring this change in attitude. 
"To some extent people now see broadcasters as a means to
an end rather than purveyors of ntertainment. They can use
us to become famous. If it makes us more vigilant, that is
not a bad thing." 

The hoax has also fuelled the argument that the docusoap is
now a spent force. Ordinary Joes have been exploited to the
point where it has all blown up in television's face. 
Smith says he could easily have been found out: "They could
have blown my cover. There is a book that lists all the
trainers and they could have found out that I didn't
exist." 

** In one scene of *Daddy's Girl*, included in the new
** programme, Stuart fights with Victoria's "boyfriend" after
** a night out. The undertone is that he seems to be
** incestuously obsessed with his daughter which, in ratings
** terms, is almost too good to be true. 

With the benefit of hindsight it is easy to blame sloppy
research or poor judgment, but such a sophisticated con,
involving dozens of people, would probably convince most of
us. When the hoax emerged Greetham gave *T**he Daily
Telegraph*'s reporter a mobile phone number for her real
father to obtain a comment. It turned out to be another
ruse - she had actually given them Smith's number and he
supplied "outraged" quotes as if he were the real father. 
Peter Moore, who commissioned the film for Channel 4,
admits that the hoax angered and embarrassed him, but
concedes: "Perhaps sometimes we believe the story presented
to us because we so want it to be true." 

------------------------------------------------------------


Academic papers:
------------------------------------------------------------

*Hecate* - Austalian feminist journal
Vol XI No.2
'Paedophilia and Free Speech'

   [ no further info ]

--

Journal of Moral Education
 
Volume 26 Number 3 September 1997
 
Contents

SPECIAL ISSUE: MORAL VALUES AND SEX EDUCATION

'Sex Education as Moral Education: teaching for pleasure,
about fantasy, and against abuse' -- Sharon Lamb

'Paedophilia, Sexual Desire and Perversity'
-- Ben Spiecker & Jan Steutel

--

Call for papers (expired but it's worth asking, you never
know... ) 

CALL FOR PAPERS
 
Deadline: 15 January 1999

_CRITICAL MATRIX_ is a forum for research, criticism,
theory and creative work in feminism and gender studies.
Seeking connections among scholarly, aesthetic and activist
approaches to gender, _CM_ brings together written and
visual materials that explore, redefine or reach across
traditional disciplinary boundaries. Today an
award-winning, internationally circulated professional
journal,_CM_ was founded in the early 1980s to provide 
academic support for exploratory scholarship in Women's 
Studies and continues to encourage submission that might 
encounter resistance or neglect within established disciplines. 
We solicit new work by authors at any stage in their careers, 
with or without academic affiliation. _CM_ is seeking 
scholarly, critical, theoretical, and creative work, including 
photo essays, for the following forthcoming special issue: 

"THE CHILD" -- Volume 12
 
Possible topics include: 

Youth Crime 
Child Pornography 
Youth Groups 
Sexual Abuse 
The Psychoanalytic Child 
Children's Literature 
Victorian Childhood 
Infanticide 
Megan's Law 
Delinquency 
Pre-Natal Politics 
Kids and Technology 
Child Actors 
Gene Therapy 
Same-Sex Parenting 
Child Psychology 
Pedophilia

--------------------------------------------------------------



Quote:
--------------------------------------------------------------

"...the United States has been swept by a lunatic anxiety 
about child pornography at the very moment that the child 
is eroticised [by capital] as never before.  First, 
lawmakers focused on images of children engaged in sexual 
activity (and despite the hysteria which surrounds the 
Internet, the monitoring of 3.5 million [AOL] computer 
users discovered only fourty examples of kiddy porn), 
then images suggesting this activity, then all suggestive
images, and now potentially all images of children's bodies.
American reactionaries and progressive authoritarians 
line up nicely on the matter, all by way of "saving"
the child from the alleged rapacity of the desiring gaze.
It is not hard to think that the hysteria surrounding child
pornography amound to a 'reaction formation' - and that 
the real perverts are the ones who insistently legislate 
against a crime that is largely phantasmic."

 -- Adam Brenick, review in The Times Literary Supplement, 
 July 10th 1998.

---------------------------------------------------------------
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   [ Press-cuttings round-up.  Sorry that there's not been
     a normal posting - there's not really been enough
     psotings to justify one. ]


* USA: Abuse investigations may get overhaul
* UK: Eight in court over Internet porn
* USA: Idaho statistics
* USA: Man's pictures not illegal, judge rules
* UK: Girl's DIY (1)
* USA: Girl's DIY (2)
* USA: Girl's DIY (3)
* UK: New paedophile register to be created
* Canada: media notes
Book notes




USA:
------------------------------------------------------------

January 21, 1999

 _Abuse investigations may get overhaul_

 Wenatchee cases lead to calls for new laws
 
 Associated Press

 OLYMPIA _ Critics of the state's handling of investigations
of alleged child abuse in Wenatchee are asking the
Legislature to write new laws to address their concerns.
 
The requests follow committee hearings last week in which
lawmakers in both houses found serious fault with the
Department of Social and Health Service's handling of
probes into allegations of widespread child sexual abuse in
Wenatchee in 1994 and 1995.

The allegations sent many adults to prison and children to
foster homes amid contentions they were the victims of
hysteria and incompetent or careless investigators. In some
cases, appeals courts have agreed and so far have freed
five people.
 
On Wednesday, the American Civil Liberties Union of
Washington said it will ask lawmakers to pass legislation
requiring that:
 
-- Whenever possible, a verbatim or near-verbatim record be
made of an interview with a child in an abuse
investigation, using either videotape, audiotape or a
stenographer.
 
-- All investigation records be retained.
 
-- Investigators who interview children have specific
training in proper interviewing techniques.
 
"We're told that these proposals will be part of a
discussion already going on down here," said Gerard
Sheehan, ACLU lobbyist. "It's interesting that the
problems in the system these proposals address were first
pointed out by our organization in October of 1997," he
said.
 
Sen. Jim Hargrove, chairman of the Senate Human Services
and Corrections Committee, said earlier that legislation to
overhaul the way DSHS investigates child abuse cases will
receive serious consideration this year. Sheehan said
Hargrove told him much the same this week.
 
Earlier this week, Sen. Jeanne Kohl-Welles, D-Seattle,
proposed a measure barring police who are parents, foster
parents or guardians of alleged abuse victims from
investigating the alleged abuse. Another backed by
Kohl-Welles would restrict state social workers' ability to
send alleged victims of child abuse to out-of-state
psychiatric facilities.

In hearings last week, lawmakers criticized state social
workers for failing to record interviews with children in
Wenatchee, or even to retain notes and other investigative
materials.

The lack of records made it impossible to determine the
integrity of the investigation, Vickie Wallen, head of the
Office of the Family and Children's Ombudsman, complained
to lawmakers.

She and others also noted that nearly all of the initial
accusations of rape and molestation raised against 43
adults in Wenatchee came from two girls, then ages 10 and
12. These girls were the foster daughters of Bob Perez, the
Wenatchee police detective who led the investigations.

This real or potential conflict of interest has been 
raised in appeals that have, so far, freed five of the 
21 people imprisoned in the Wenatchee cases.

-----------------------------------------------------------



UK:
-----------------------------------------------------------

BBC, 7th Jan 99

_Eight in court over Internet porn_ 

Eight men have appeared in court following a worldwide
investigation into an alleged Internet paedophile ring. 
The eight were charged with conspiring to distribute
indecent images of children. 

  [ Ianthe's note - 'indecent' is a lesser charge than
    'obscene' in UK law.  However, 'conspiracy' can carry
     heavy sentences. ]

The men were charged after a British led operation, known
as "Operation Cathedral", in 12 countries last September
against alleged members of the "Wonderland Club". 

Those appearing at Hastings magistrates' court on Thursday
were remanded on conditional bail until 5 March.

-----------------------------------------------------------



USA: Idaho statistics
-----------------------------------------------------------

January 21, 1999   

_Child sexual abuse prosecutions near record_

BOISE  The number of prosecutions in Idaho during the
last fiscal year jumped dramatically to approach the 
record set in 1992-1993.
 
The annual attorney general's report on child sexual abuse,
released Wednesday, showed a 21 percent increase in cases
from July 1997 through June 1998 to 403. That nearly
matches the increase for 1996-1997 and falls just 22 short
of the record.
 
The increase in cases was offset by the fact that the rate 
of prosecution was nearly cut in half to 2.43 cases per 
10,000 residents.

Adults were charged in 263 of the cases, up 28 percent from
the previous year, while children were charged in 140, an
increase of 10 percent.

In the cases where the disposition was known, judges
increased the percentage of convicted molesters both sent
to prison and given probation from the previous year.
Twenty-four percent were imprisoned, up from 15 percent,
while 46 percent were placed on probation, up from 38
percent.
 
Only 20 percent of the convicted molesters were sent to 
the tough prison camp in remote North Idaho during the 
12 months through last June, down from 38 percent the 
year before.

-------------------------------------------------------------




USA:
-------------------------------------------------------------

_Olathe man's pictures not illegal, judge rules_

01/22/99

 The crude, cut-and-paste art of a homeless Olathe
laborer did not violate a Kansas law designed to outlaw
computer child pornography, a Johnson County judge 
ruled Friday.

In a case that raised potential constitutional issues, the
decision boiled down to one picture that showed the head of
what prosecutors alleged was a child pasted onto a picture
of an adult woman's nude body.

District Judge John Anderson III ruled that he could not
find beyond a reasonable doubt that the face depicted a
child under 18.

Though Randy S , 43, possessed hundreds of pictures of 
women and girls the judge found that only the one picture 
possibly violated the law. 

Anderson found S  not guilty of sexual exploitation of a
child and ordered him released from jail, where he had been
held since August. 

Anderson said he would not release to S  his book
filled with hundreds of pictures of nude women and pictures
of young girls cut out of catalogs and magazines. And he
said he would not allow S  to have his diary, in
which he chronicled his dreams involving young girls.

But, he said, the journal and the ideas expressed in it
were not illegal under Kansas law. 

Scott Toth, an assistant district attorney, had presented
the journal as evidence of S's state of mind in
possessing the allegedly illegal pictures.

For S  to be found guilty, Toth had to show that S 
possessed the pictures with the intent to satisfy his
sexual desires.

In arguing to have the case dismissed, defense attorney
Blithe Cravens Leece said Friday that the state was
overreaching in trying to apply the law to S ' case. 
"We're not here to judge his ideas, whether you find them
disgusting or not," Leece said. 

-------------------------------------------------------------




UK: Girl's DIY (1)
-------------------------------------------------------------

25 January 1999

_Teenagers' magazine 'supports' drug_
      
A MAGAZINE for teenage girls is encouraging its readers 
to try a legal ecstasy-style drug that is to be banned 
by the Government.

 Minx, which is aimed at readers aged between 15 and 19,
suggests "checking out" a drug called DOB in a feature in
its January issue. The article describes the drug as "hip"
and says it provides eight to 16 hours of "inner strength,
good humour and contentedness".

 Although the feature gives warning of the possible
side-effects and says readers could be arrested, it also
suggests that the drug will make them happy momentarily.

 A spokesperson for the magazine, published by Emap Elan,
said: "Our readers are adults who can make up their own 
minds. If they want to take drugs they will."

 DOB is one of 36 ecstasy-style drugs due to be banned by
the Government after details of how to make them appeared
in a guide on the Internet.

-------------------------------------------------------------


USA: Girl's DIY (2)
-------------------------------------------------------------

_Police call time on 'cult' of fake ID cards_

25 Jan 1999

UNDERAGE girls are increasingly using false identification 
to get into hotels and clubs, police warned yesterday.

They said the "cult" of girls using fake identification
has become so widespread police and the RTA will meet next
month to draw up plans to fight the problem.

Police said young girls were trying to get into dance
venues and wanting to accompany their adult boyfriends 
into licensed premises.

The common practice, police said, was for young males and
females - using their sibling's or older friend's details -
to apply for a replacement driver's licence or proof of age
card at the RTA claiming it had been lost.

-------------------------------------------------------------



USA: Girl's DIY (3)
-------------------------------------------------------------

A company in America became all flustered after anti-drug 
messages on its pencils seriously misfired. A sharp-eyed 
ten year old girl in New York noticed that when the pencils 
are sharpened the slogan: 'Too Cool to Do Drugs', turns 
into 'Cool to Do Drugs' . A bit more sharpening and it 
becomes 'Do Drugs.'  The company, The Bureau For At-Risk 
Youth, have now recalled the pencils.

-------------------------------------------------------------



UK:
-------------------------------------------------------------

 Jan 99

_New paedophile register to be created_

A report from an inter-departmental working group, to be
published tomorrow, recommends that the Criminal Records
Bureau should be put in charge of a single register of
people who should not be trusted to work with children. 

The new list will combine the Home Office's criminal 
records, the Department for Education's "List 99" of 
those deemed unsuitable for teaching and the Department 
of Health's "consultancy index" of suspect health workers. 
Setting up a Criminal Records Bureau, based on Merseyside 
and due be fully functional by 2001, will make it easier 
for those working with children to carry out police 
checks on potential employees.  

Today's report is understood to recommend that the bureau 
could be extended to include other information currently 
held by health and social services.

Both public and private sector organisations would be able 
to request searches of the new register, for a fee. They
would not have direct access to the register.

Civil liberties campaigners expressed concern last night
that a series of ad hoc measures was being introduced that
went further than they thought necessary to protect
children.

John Wadham, of the civil liberties group Liberty, said he
was concerned that measures were being introduced ad hoc
that would fail to protect children while tarnishing
innocent people. "We already know of cases of people who
have been acquitted of offences and who have had suspicions
following them around, making it impossible for them to get
jobs."

Teaching organisations also expressed concerns about the
creation of the criminal offence of "abuse of trust". 
Headteachers said the new offence would mean that a
moment's indiscretion by a young teacher with a 17-year-
old girl pupil could land him in jail. 

David Hart, general secretary of the National Association
of Head Teachers, said in a letter to MPs that the creation
of the offence was neither necessary nor desirable for
those who work in schools and colleges. 

-------------------------------------------------------------



Canada: media notes
-------------------------------------------------------------

Posted to Boy Chat, January 22, 1999 at 08:20:44:


I'm pleased to see that CBC radio (if not CBC TV) is giving 
remarkably balanced coverage to the BC Supreme Court KP 
decision of last week.

Yesterday morning they featured a debate between two lawyers, 
one (male, from the east) who presented very rational and 
cogent arguments in favour of the decision, the other (female, 
mid-west) who was on the verge of hysteria and presented 
arguments based on emotion. She decried the "apparent link 
between KP and increased sex crimes" (even though the judge 
had quoted research which showed exactly the opposite). I 
was wondering if she would expect to get a conviction based 
on the argument that someone had "apparently" robbed a store. 
She also argued that, where children were concerned, 
considerations of privacy and individual rights MUST be 
abrogated if there was even a suspicion that harm would 
be caused otherwise.

Today was the day for "National Affairs"; a drama based on a
hypothetical public affairs program and the people behind it. 
There are four players in this weekly presentation, two women 
(one Quebecoise), two men (both English speaking). Today's 
segment featured an "on-air" debate amongst the four, followed 
by them relaxing in the lounge after the show. In the on-air 
debate, one of the men (as usual for his character) was 
confused and never able to find, let alone make, his point. 

The other man very rationally presented the argument in favour 
of privacy and the concept that a means of sexual release 
could be beneficial. The English speaking woman was vehemently 
against the decision, calling it disgusting and unsupportable, 
and the Quebecoise woman argued that sexuality was a natural 
human function and decried the double standard that applied 
when men were involved with boys as opposed to girls. 

In the "lounge" segment later on, they continued these arguments, 
then one of the men (the more rational one) ended up in a 
cyber-sex chatroom on the net. The other man joined in, as did 
the Quebecoise woman, the other crying about disgusting 
activities and how could anyone DO that kind of thing ("there 
might be a man wanking off to your comments" - "not while he 
types" said one of the men), before she, too, joined the session 
and became the most uninhibited one of the four!  All in all 
a delightful presentation, full of irony and beautifully done, 
with a balance that was totally unexpected from a national 
radio show. This, by the way, was NOT a local production; it's 
a network show broadcast coast to coast and on the internet.
Now if they could only get their TV people in line.

Oh, I might mention that La Presse, Quebec's most influential 
French language newspaper, carried an editorial (written by a 
female editorialist) strongly supporting the BC decision and 
the right to privacy.

There's still hope.

'Tangie'
-------------------------------------------------------------



Book notes:
-------------------------------------------------------------

_Stories of Childhood : Shifting Agendas of Child
Concern_ by Rex Stainton Rogers, Wendy Stainton Rogers 

Paperback, November 1992 
Univ of Toronto Press ISBN: 0802069444 

"British academics in psychology and social welfare
challenge the prevailing notion that development in
childhood is determined by biological constants, and
therefore is fairly unvarying from culture to culture and
century to century; and argue that the child-concern
disciplines covertly provide a mandate that allows the
adult world to treat the young as alien subjects, and to
continue to keep them disenfranchised, and dehumanized.
They suggest a different approach, based on popular as well
as scholarly material."

--

  [ DEMOS is a liberal think-tank which is influential in
    some UK government circles. ]

Demos Book -- _The Future of Privacy_

Vol.1 ISBN 1 898 309 44 2
Vol. 2 ISBN 1 898 309 49 3
 
The future of privacy is set to be one of the most
crucial issues facing politicians, businesses and the media
in the years ahead argues a major new book launched by the
independent think-tank Demos. Public trust in organisations
and how they handle information will be central to the
success or failure of political parties and businesses in
the next century. 

*The Future of Privacy*, supported by the Economic and
Social Research Council, provides a wealth of
recommendations for securing personal privacy including: 

[...]
  + Making the identity of suspected paedophiles public
only in extreme cases and introducing stringent regulations
on the new surveillance techniques used by law enforcement
agencies;
[...]
  + Laying down new, comprehensive codes of practice within
both the private and public sectors for handling private
information

[...]
*Police:* The police should have powers to override
privacy - for example through wire tapping- only with a
judicial warrant. The police should help to agree a joint
code of conduct across the public sector for handling
information about suspected paedophiles. Disclosure to
local communities should only take place when the risk of a
serious offence is high, where evidence is corroborated and
when recipients are fully warned of the penalties for
victimisation. 

The media and the police are also going to have to
rethink the ways they work. People need to be protected
from encroachments into their private lives.

------------------------------------------------------------




Melanie Phillips continues her downward spiral into 
becoming a bigotted prude (shame, she was once an 
intelligent feminist...)
------------------------------------------------------------

The Sunday Times, 24 Jan 99
_Brainwashed by the sexual activists_

[...]
Few have grasped the scale and success of the campaign by
sexual activists to sever completely the link between sex
and marriage and so collapse the traditional family. These
campaigners have a stranglehold on the media, principally
because the public sex this promotes has made a fortune for
TV companies and advertisers and newspaper and magazine
editors. It's a deadly alliance of ideology, Mammon and
"useful fools". The result is that many are terrified to
say what they think for fear of being pilloried as prudish
or intolerant. Now, with all other taboos destroyed, child
sex is the next frontier to be conquered. 

Tomorrow's bill [to reduce the gay AOC] takes a large step 
in that direction. It's no longer just about gay sex. 
Remarkably, it implies that both gay and straight sex are 
proper activities for children. The government has got itself 
into this fix because it tried to buy off opposition by 
promising to protect 16 to 18-year-olds against sex with 
gay adults in a position of trust, like teachers or 
scoutmasters. That itself was ludicrous, since it conceded
that gay 16-year-olds were in effect still children to be 
protected from adult sex - but only sometimes. 
[...]

---------------------------------------------------------------
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'Aladdin Truelove' writes:
----------------------------------------------------------------------

Hi,

Had to wait a few minutes to calm down before sending this. I just had two  
absolutely delicious little girls call at my door! They were selling  
chocolate bars for their school. They said they were in Grade 10 but I'm  
sure they were younger than that! One was 12 and the other was 13, is my  
guess. They were alone! The younger one had long hair and BIG BROWN 
EYES...

I bought 2 chocolate bars and gave them extra as a donation. I asked 
them what school they were at, I said, "I'm a sucker for a little 
girl!" I was so excited, I hope I didn't make a big fool of myself!

I think I'll have trouble getting to sleep tonight.

Stir crazy,

'Aladdin Truelove'
----------------------------------------------------------------------




'Rational' writes:
----------------------------------------------------------------------

Hi all!

This is in answer of all the issues discussed in end-1998...

On porn, it actually helped me (written porn). Now I deal better with my
sexual fantasies, I understand them better, and now I can live with the 
fact that most probably :( they will never :( become true. The very idea 
that one of those stories might be true is a bit comforting to me. Besides, 
now I'm able to concentrate more on the emotional things implied in my love
for lgs. I think it enriches my relations with them...

That's just my point of view and my experience, of course...

--

I still feel quite comfortable with the word "paedophile".
Again, just my point of view...

--

Someone ( I think Tr'Pakh ) mentioned how difficult it was his childhood
because his mother was a single mother and tried to raise him beyond school
with the dispproval of a closed community. I have to say that I was more
fortunate. I'm child of a single mother. You see, my father already had a
wife when he knew my mother... and you know the rest. I've had quite a few
problems to fully assume it, but now I think I have freed myself from the
crossed feelings I had for him. Well, my mother always has tried to raise 
me beyond what school is. I attended an alternative school for elementary
and junior high, and it helped. Also I've attended a yearly summer course
for "children with special abilities/interests which traditional school
doesn't fullfill"... well last summer I still attended and this one I'll do
it too, but now I'm more a guide than a pupil (or a teacher) Of course, it
is great to guide children who go beyond school... especially to guide 
pretty Y., who I knew there and still attends as pupil. BTW, in November 
she became 13... soon she won't be lg anymore, but there's still the 
memories (and there are lots of photos of her) and she'll always be so so 
cute... The point is, I can't understand when society opposes to education.
At least I feel fortunate that it didn't happen to me. And I live in a
very religious community... Roman Catholic Mexico City (BTW I'm writing 
this while the Pope is visiting this town). I will add something else to
this subject. In that same alternative school I attended I knew my buddy B. 
and also beautiful D. when she was only 5 and already so pretty. And she 
also celebrates her birthday recently. She's now 10. She's growing fast.
She could be the prototype of the girl you want never to grow up... but it
can't be...... :(

--

BTW, now that you know I live south of Tropic of Cancer, I gotta tell you
that weather here is delightful! Winter is not only mild, it's real warm.
And there is not one cloud in the sky. And cute lgs dress like in June...
Hope I made you a bit jealous... 

--

On suicide:

Actually, I've thought of it quite a few times. Not just because of my
paedophilic tendencies, but because I'm a very depressive person. It's hard
to say why I'm still alive an have never really tried it (though I have
planned it). I don't know what prevents me from doing it. I know my friends
would comfort me but I don't call them. I know my mother would do anything
but I don't tell her. I knew that if I lose control and take a bottle of
rum I'd forget to commit suicide at least while drunk and hung-over, but I
don't drink. In that mood I just can't do anything. Probably that saves me.
I'm too depressed to commit suicide. And those depressions don't last for
long. Never more than a week. What I do is to sleep so that I'm not awake 
to think on my depression and before a week joy returns to me...
(all that is true whatever the cause is. Paedophilic and non-paedophilic 
depressions are the same to me except that in ped depressions lgs sink me 
deeper, in non-ped ones they help me out)

--

TV has been a source of inspiration for me these days. 

- I watched this program on child sexuality on cultural 
tv and found this: :)

* there's a lot of openness to child maturbation
* there's a feeling that children should be given the information they ask
* A cute lg said something like: "if sexuality is part of God's creation, 
  then why is it repressed and considered as dirty?"

:(

* there is also a feeling of "yes, this is sex and (...) BUT you are not 
  ready yet to do it, probably when you're 18 or something..."
- There was also an issue on sexual abuse in general...

:)

* "Children can tell it, and should be listened"

:(

* "A child can give no possible consent because he/she doesn't know it (...) 
  Of course they can feel pleasure, but that is no consent whatsoever"

- I watched a film for TV named "For The Good Of The Child". That is about
  real abuse, which does harm children, and how difficult is it to handle,
  both for psycho disciplines and law, which sometimes does protect abusers
  while it convicts lovers (God we know it...!)

- I watched this Hungarian film (Andras Jeles) "The Annunciation". It's 
  about Bible scenes filmed with children/early-teens. It's surely a very
  different look at religion. Some will probably consider it offensive but
  I expect people on this list will react positively... at least after they
  watch Eve as a beautiful girl around 12-13. To me, it's a really enriching
  religious and even enlightening film

 THE ANNUNCIATION by Andras Jeles (Hungary)
 film  ****
 girls *****

- Well, here in my country the so-called most successful child soap in Latin
 America has just been released to national open TV. Originally conceived
 in Argentina four years ago, it deals with real girls in a real world 
 situation not very easy: orphans in an orphanage. To my knowledge, it has
 been exported to other South American countries and then subtitled for its
 release in Greece, Turkey and Israel. Later, another version was filmed
 for Brazil (and Portugal). Now we have my country's version (also for USA
 Spanish-speakers, Caribbean and Central America). Has anyone else watched
 this series in any of its versions? I think the Argentinian is on ZAZ in
 the USA (dubbed) but I don't really know the time. The point is, a very
 good story and several beautiful girls make for a great show. Ooops, I'm
 forgetting to say its name. It's Chiquititas (Little Ones). If anyone
 knows about what I'm talking about, please write on it.

 CHIQUITITAS (LITTLE ONES)
 soap  ***
 girls *****
 especially the ones playing Mili and Tati for Mexico

 official webpage for Chiquititas Argentine version
 (if you wanna play like a child for a little while)
 http://www.chiquititas.com.ar/  < spanish only I think :( >

Glad that I didn't commit suicide in 1998 and happy because... what the
hell, I'm happy, and I didn't even watch Chiquititas today,

'Rational'
----------------------------------------------------------------------



'Florian' writes:
----------------------------------------------------------------------

Hi all,

Anyone here a fan of the cartoon series - South Park.  I think it is 
brilliant.  Witty, cheeky and hilarious.  Cartman absolutely cracks me 
up.  I think it is the best thing to come out on television for years.  
So do kids.  That is why it is so brilliant.  The other day, Carly, a 
nine year old girl from next door, came over to visit.  When she knocked 
on my back window, I was in the middle of watching the South Park 
episode about circumcision.  It had only just started, and Carly sat 
next to me to watch.  Her and I were laughing our heads off, and sharing 
a wonderful joyous moment together.  Then Cartman says, the fireman 
(penis) is a magical thing, when you rub his helmet, he squirts at you.  
Carly was silent.  She looked at me in bewilderment, and asked what that 
meant.  What could I say?  I had to be careful here.  But she was asking 
in complete innocence, so I explained to her in complete honesty and 
truth.  It was a special time.  We discussed the parts of the body, but 
we never talked dirty or used bad language.  She learnt a lot from me 
that afternoon, without any sexual encounter whatsoever.  I recommend 
you tape or get your hands on South Park.  It may break the barriers of 
clean cartoons, but it makes the kids curious.

'Florian'
----------------------------------------------------------------------



'Desire' writes:
----------------------------------------------------------------------

Last Saturday I helped keeping a large bunch of kids busy (they can
wake me up in the middle of the night for that...), and one of them
was Marleen. I guess I'm starting to fall in love with her a bit. And
we didn't spend much time together, playing tag (both of us were too
busy most of the time), but the things that went before (just some
playing mirror and trying to tag each other's hand while they lay on
the table) made me feel there's still something special between us.

Also, when afterwards her father asked her to thank R (who organized
the day), I got one instead. Nowadays every two weeks I spend one hour
with a group of kids that R leads - so much fun! And I'm starting
to have a favorite there too, little Rosa (7).

One more funny thing: When Marleen and I were playing tag, another 
girl joined in. At least that's what I thought. Only later I heared 
that this girl was actually a boy! I would have sworn that that
was a girl's face... He's in R's group too, by the way.

--

Also good news from Alyson. It seems we're good friends again.
Michaela and she have been with their grandmother much last week,
because their mother was on holiday, and their father sometimes has to
work irregular hours.

--

Me and suicide: Never really got so far. I can remember thinking about
it once, but even that never got anything close to serious thoughts,
let alone a real attempt. It was when I was 17 or 18 years old, and
realized that my youth was slipping away, and thinking how little I
had done in those past years. A kind of early midlife crisis, I guess.
But, as said, the thoughts never got serious.

--

'Soft_&_Gentle' wrote:
> Outside of being on a deserted island with a lg, what 
> could bring me happiness?

Go out, go to your city center and sit down. Look around. Look at that
girl there, how happily she is laughing. Isn't it wonderful? Can't
that make you happy? Yes, of course, you would rather have her
laughing with you. But still, how can you say that nothing can bring 
you happiness? Just sit down, and enjoy what you have, instead of 
being sad about what you can never have. Happiness is all around 
you, waiting for you to pick it up.

--

'Rasputin's Dog' wrote:
> As a final thought for today looking at our predecessors, maybe
> it is necessary for there to be willing martyrs for our cause. Any
> thoughts or ideas?

What would you want to martyr about. I might be willing to martyr, if
I were more convinced then I now am that it might actually make a
difference. But then there should be something to be a martyr about.
Some wonderful relationship with a little girl, or such. And then the
problems arise, because even if I am willing to sacrifice myself, how
could I ever accept that a child would probably become a martyr too?

--

To 'Mach I':
It's sad how little chance people give to their children to decide
how they live. It really seems like you say, that Val's mother sees
her as a piece of property, not as an independent human being, with
her own feelings, wishes and needs. See for example:

> I couldn't sleep that night. I cried too much. Early next morning I 
> called Val's mother and asked her what was her final word. She told me 
> Val would stay but would be punished for a month without TV, Videogame 
> and playing outside. She didn't want to go to school the day before and 
> for that reason she got mad.

She's punishing her daughter for what? For not being able to stand
her anymore. For wanting to live her own life, or then maybe not
again. Punishing a child like this implicates she did something
horrendous, committed a crime. Apparently, for a child it is a crime
to have one's own opinion, feelings and thoughts.

--

'Amator Puellorum' writes:
> This is my first time on the ASGL-L and I just have a
> question.  Why must I feel so 'dirty' when others discover 
> the close relationships I have with girls?
> 
> Is this just the way society 'conditions' you?  The
> girls never seem to have any problems with it, just
> me...

I think it comes from the fear of condemnation. You realize that it
can be looked at in a bad way when you have such a relationship. And
when you are discovered, you fear that it happens. You hope that they
will not do this, and so you hope that they will not realize how close
you are. But then, if you do not want them to know how close you are,
apparently (your mind reasons) there is something bad about being so
close. Something dirty.

Also, you know you could be condemned for what you do. Society looks
bad upon it. And if society condemns it, it feels bad. Even if you
don't condemn it yourself. You want to defend yourself by saying:
"This is not what it seems, we were just..." but at the same time you
know that just <whatever> may be enough to have you condemned on
itself. And so you cannot say it. And again, it is something dirty.

All in all, I guess it is dirty because there is a taboo.

--

From the press cuttings:
> NCIS says that their "green notices" which they
> issue to notify another country of a travelling
> paed are being routinely ignored or left unprocessed
> - this is partly because of the sheer volume of 
> travellers (especially during summer), outdated
> computer systems, possible corruption and 
> inefficiency.

Another reason could of course be that those other countries simply
are not interested in the information. Here in the Netherlands they
also do not keep track of Dutch, German, French, etc. paedophiles,
so why treat the British ones any differently? I see no reason to
believe that British paedophiles would be any more dangerous than the
local ones...

--

An interesting remark I read somewhere. I don't have the original
quote, so I'll be paraphrasing, and adding my own comments in the
process:

>this is not a free speech issue...

When people something is not a free speech issue, that's pretty good
evidence that it is one. Free speech is not there to protect the
normal, accepted, opinions, but to protect those that are not
accepted and considered bad.

'Desire'
----------------------------------------------------------------------




'Rasputin's Dog' writes:
-------------------------------------------------------------------

Hello Everyone:

I wonder if anyone with some credible knowledge of Canada and the
recent court case there regarding child porn. My question: If this man
wins in the appeal, what does that mean for Canadian law regarding
child porn? Will it become legal? Or will it become a legal
contradiction where it's legal to possses it, but illegal to buy or
produce it?

  [ It's going to the Supreme Court, and we'll have to wait until
    their final ruling, and will probably see heavy political
    pressure on the judges involved to reach the "right" final
    ruling - let's hope they stand up to it and stick to the
    letter of the law. ]

Continuing with my thoughts about how to change society and law in
favor of gl's. I believe it would be necessary to have a global
movement of gl's and those sympathetic to our cause that is open
and visible and is active in current events. As a global organization
we would need a solid and unified philosophical foundation, meaning
who are we, why are we right, what we believe needs to change in law
and attitude, etc... 

   [ You've been reading Lenin again, eh ? ;) ]

The next step would be to convince family and friends of our 
philosophy. That's all for now. Good bye everyone.

'Rasputin's Dog'
-------------------------------------------------------------------



'Xalex' writes:
-------------------------------------------------------------------

'Lumiere' wrote:
> I saw the snippet on David Eddings and, well, he's one of my favorite
> authors.  He writes fantasy books.  The series with Ehlana and Sparhawk
> is called the Elenium (it's made up of three books).  The thing with
> Sparhawk and Ehlana, Sparhawk was the royal champion, but the king
> wanted him out of the way, so he gave Sparhawk the task of watching his
> daughter, assuming that Sparhawk would be insulted and would quit...

Can I get permission to use your post (all of it) as a book review 
on my web site?

'Xalex'
------------------------------------------------------------------



'Chuck' writes: (to 'n.s. aristoff')
-------------------------------------------------------------------

Ianthe,

You seem to be the one to talk to about GL-type stuff. I have 
scanned into a text file an article that appeared in Uncommon 
Desires magazine and am seeking permission from its author, 
n.s. aristoff, to publish it on the Net -- in audio and html 
format -- as part of a radio-type page.

'Chuck'
--------------------------------------------------------------------



'Sihme' writes:
-------------------------------------------------------------------

Here's a quickie that came to me the other day...

A stroll about the beach 
        I find is always rather fun,
The water's clear, the breeze is fresh, 
        and always bright the sun,
And when the fairy's figure 
        dances lightly through my gaze,
The world at large dissolves itself 
        around the girl that plays
With her castles - though they're poor -
        compared with castles good,
It's not the castle's shape at all 
        that always gives me wood.

--

'Desire' wrote (in response to my comments about eye contact
with girls) :
>One problem I have is that it's sometimes not clear WHY they are
>looking back. Often it's clear that a girl has noticed me watching,
>and is looking back, but it's not clear whether they do so because
>they like the attention or dislike it. Whether they feel honoured or
>threatened.

I think it's fairly clear when one looks at a girl what she is thinking - 
for me anyway.  There are the girls who seem not to see you
even when you are looking directly at them, and will continue to 
stare blankly into the distance behind you.  Then there are those
who do look at you, and upon realising that you are looking at
them become embarassed or scared or whatever, and tend to 
look away.  If making eye contact once or twice more fails to
elicit a good response, I think there is no point continuing as it
is indicative of a personality which is not conducive to one's 
efforts and any attempt at forming a relationship with this kind
of girl will be an uphill battle.  Thirdly there are those girls who
relish your attention and are quick to smile and continue to look
back at you.  These are the ones that will tend to show off
and check to see if you're smiling at them approvingly.  These
days I can only bring myself to interact with these ones, and 
all the girls whom I have gotten to know better than just a 
passing on the street have been of this nature.  Sometimes 
they seem few and far between, but that could just be me.

That aside, 'Surgeboy' has been writing about alternate 
histories.  And I'd just like to know why you are so
convinced of this particular story?  In new-age literature
there are a million different versions of "How we came to be", 
and because of the sheer volume and diversity of
these I must take them all with a grain of salt.  I certainly
don't accept at least parts of the consensus view of the history 
of humanity, but it would seem that accepting any particular
view, unless being able to verify the facts yourself, is unwise.

Still, I'd like to know where you got the info from.

'Sihme'
----------------------------------------------------------------



'Sunstorm' spoof:
----------------------------------------------------------------

Associated Press:

June 15, 2025

After years of legal battle,  AACE (American Association for Compassion in
Education) finally succeeded in achieving passage of  the first legislation
in the United States which recognizes the unique relationship between
school children and their teachers.

Since Jan. 1 of this year,  teachers have been able to express physical
affection and tenderness towards their students without  fear.

For many decades, children had suffered under the  unrealistic and
hysterical demands of moralists who, under the guise of protecting  them,
actually did them immense psychological harm by denying  them the
opportunity to enjoy a physical expression of their emotions vis a vis
their teachers.

In addition to the suffering of the children, a "witch hunt " was
perperpetrated against teachers who dared show their charges that they
cared for them. This reached its zenith in the early years of this century.
Many a teacher was convicted of sexual and psychological abuse for merely
comforting a distrubed child, touching a child's shoulder, or looking  down
a girl's shirt as he leaned over a girl to help her as she worked on a
computer.

This attitude slowly changed as children, subjected in their youth to the
_enforced_ heartlessness of teachers, grew up and made their feelings
known. They had always wanted the kind of closeness teachers were able to
share, and after creating  a ground-swell of popular opinion, have finally
effected the passage of leglislation they hope will result in the
liberation of the minds and bodies of their own children, now  students
themselves.

Not only does the new legislation allow any and all male-female physical
contact between students (of any age) with their teachers, but it actually
encourages it.  The only bounds to be observed are those set by the child
herself.

At a state-wide meeting of California teachers,  Chinese educator Dr. Sun
Yat  Storm,   long- time advocate for liberalized laws, and organizer of
"Teachers in Support  of Youth "(TISY), made the following comments:

"My life's dream has been fulfilled.  Little girls of all ages need and
want the  physical attention that only the teacher, in his unique position
, can  provide.  Girls are flattered when they "catch" me looking down
their shirts to admire their sexy , tiny breasts and tender , young
nipples. They purposely wear no bra and make sure their shirts are buttoned
low so that I can look, and admire. This helps them develop self-esteem and
self -awareness.

"Beyond that, a young girl sometimes needs the tender ministrations of an
older man. Just the other day,  while the other children were at recess, a
lovely, willow-like , 10 year old child with long , soft brown hair and
dark, brown eyes, came to me  and asked if I would comfort her, as she was
anxious, nervous and depressed due to home problems.   After holding her
and talking to her,  I determined more intense intervention  on my part was
called for.

" At her request, we proceeded  to the 'room of love'  (recently set up by
the school for just such situations), where  we lay on the couch.  I kissed
and caressed her until she achieved the physical release she needed.  We
were then able to go back and proceed with our lessons, no longer impeded
by tension and depression.

So far, this legislation has not extended to homosexual relations , nor to
relations between female teachers and boys.  The American Federation of
Women Teachers (AFWT) has filed a lawsuit claiming discrimination.  One can
only speculate where this will eventually lead, but for now, a dark,
oppressive cloud has finally been lifted off the American landscape, and
little girls and educators everywhere are rejoicing.

'Sunstorm'
-----------------------------------------------------------------------





Advert:
============================================
http://www.alessandrasmile.com
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 mail-order catalog of legal books & videos.
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  [ Press-cuttings round-up ]


* UK: Archbishop arrested for rape denounces police leaks
* UK: Official report reveals police-media links and 
  disquiet among social services chiefs over pedo register
* UK: House of Lords uphold suspects' secrecy
* Scotland: Sex offender prison incentives
* USA: Intel boycott threat, chip ID plans "on hold"
* Australia: Inquiry into witch-hunt body



UK:
--------------------------------------------------------

January 27 1999

_Archbishop arrested for rape denounces police leaks_ 

  THE Roman Catholic Archbishop of Cardiff was arrested
yesterday over allegations that he raped a six-year-old
girl nearly 40 years ago. 

The Most Rev John Ward, 70, strenuously denied the
allegations and immediately denounced the leaking of his
case to a Sunday newspaper. 

"Police connections with the media" had made a misery of
the lives of many priests, doctors and teachers who had
been falsely accused, he said. The Church had had enough of
such tragedies and travesties, and he intended to use his
position to challenge what he saw as a "dangerous machinery
for grave miscarriages of justice". 

Mr Ward had attended a south London police station
voluntarily yesterday morning, when he was arrested,
questioned and released on bail.The arrest came after a
45-year-old woman, now living in Ireland, claimed that the
Archbishop had raped her three times in a chapel in 1960
when he was a parish priest in Peckham. 

Scotland Yard said that reports were being prepared for the
Crown Prosecution Service. But a spokesman for the Cardiff
diocese emphasised that the Archbishop had not been
charged, and would be continuing with his duties at St
David's Cathedral. 

In his statement, the Archbishop said that information
about his case appeared to have been leaked to the *News of
the World* which published details last Sunday. He said:
"Who released this information is not yet known but it is
part of the kind of abuse which is turned on the accused,
innocent or guilty. No one is above the law. Accusations
must be answered in an atmosphere of trust that upholds the
principal that a person is innocent until proven guilty.
This is not possible when police connections with the media
precede arrest and the interview which follows. 

"Tragically, there have been cases where priests have been
guilty of heinous crimes which must be condemned. 

"But many priests have been falsely accused - as well as
teachers, doctors, social workers etc - and because of
police connections with the media their lives have been
made a misery and their ministry damaged. The Church has
had enough of these tragedies and travesties of injustice
and abuse. 

"Now that a bishop is so accused, I will use my position to
go public and ask the kind of questions that challenge
present procedures that are a dangerous machinery for grave
miscarriages of justice." 

------------------------------------------------------------



UK:
------------------------------------------------------------

January 28th 1999

A report by Her Majesty's Inspectorate of Constabulary 
on Child Protection was yesterday released by the 
Home Office.

The HMIC report blamed police and probation staff for 
leaking details about sex offenders to the media and 
called for much greater sharing of intelligence on the
movements and activities of offenders, particularly 
those who cross force boundaries.

The report highlighted numerous areas of best practice, 
including monitoring people who visit sex offenders
in prison to identify potential or actual paedophile 
networks.

But one unnamed director of social services is reported 
as having said of the Sex Offenders Act: "The whole thing 
is mad. It's the biggest can of worms anyone has opened."

The report called for clothing fibres to be taken from 
released sex offenders to match against future crime 
scenes and recommended greater liaison with chemists 
and other film developers to monitor child pornography.

And it said inmates should be encouraged to ring 
Crimestoppers from jail to inform on sex offenders.

------------------------------------------------------------



UK:
------------------------------------------------------------

January 26th 1999

_Lords uphold sex abusers' secrecy_

THE right of known sex abusers to keep their pasts secret
- as long as they have no criminal convictions - has been
upheld by the House of Lords. Five law lords have backed a
ruling by the Court of Appeal last October that if a sex
abuser moved from one local authority area to another,
details of his past could not be passed on.

The law lords refused to give leave to the London Borough
of Croydon to challenge the appeal court ruling that the
sex abuser involved was entitled to anonymity because he
had not been convicted in a criminal court.

In October the Court of Appeal overturned a High Court
ruling that if a known sex abuser moved, such details could
be passed on as a means of protecting children in the area.

------------------------------------------------------------



Scotland:
------------------------------------------------------------

26th Jan 1999
         
_Sex offender prison incentive_

_Inmates rewarded for agreeing to share their cells with
paedophiles in attempt at reintegration_

  LONG-TERM prisoners in some of Scotland's toughest jails
are being rewarded with more frequent family visits and
higher prison wages in return for sharing prison wings with
sex offenders and paedophiles. 

Convicts who have no objection to sharing cells and
facilities with sex offenders are among inmates being
placed on the Scottish Prison Service's "enhanced regime
project" which rewards criminals for good behaviour in
jail.

The scheme mirrors a pilot project operating in Durham
prison where dozens of prisoners were recently allocated
televisions in their cells for agreeing to share with sex
offenders.

In Scotland inmates will be entitled to slightly less
impressive rewards, including higher wages for prison work,
their own bedding and more visits from relatives.
In some cases, prisoners will be able to gain increased
access to videos and televisions in communal areas.
Saughton prison's "enhanced regime" inmates will soon be
awarded alarm clock radios in their cells and Playstation
game consoles in recreation rooms. 

Peterhead prison houses 295 criminals, of whom at least 90
per cent are sex offenders. 

Scotland operates a different system from England and
Wales, where prisoners convicted of sex offences are
integrated with other inmates but can, under a Home Office
ruling known as Section 43, opt to be segregated for their
own safety.

In Scotland, all sex offenders sentenced to more than four
years are sent automatically to Peterhead.

------------------------------------------------------------



USA:
------------------------------------------------------------

 _Intel blinks: ID tracker will be off initially_

 _Intel Corp. has blinked in the growing controversy over
its plans to include ID technology in its new chips._

 Even as several advocacy groups were calling for a boycott
of Intel products, the company announced it is backtracking
somewhat in how the technology, which could be used to
track chip users over the Internet, will be deployed. 
Several privacy groups were scheduled to announce on Monday
a boycott of products made by Intel. 

Intel announced last week that it would put several
security features in future processors, starting with the
Pentium III later this quarter. One plan is to put
processor-specific IDs on each chip that can be accessed by
software and transmitted over the Internet.

 "Intel's proposal to put a unique ID code inside of every
computer it sells will significantly reduce the level of
privacy available to computer users around the world"
JunkBusters said in a statement on their Web site.

But in an apparent bow to its critics, Intel announced
Monday a change in how the ID technology will be used.
Spokesman Chuck Mulloy said Intel has reversed an earlier
decision, and that each machine will default to having the
ID inactive. Before, Intel said the ID would automatically
be activated unless turned off by the user.

 Still, early shipments of the chips will be still have the
earlier configuration, meaning users will have to opt out
manually.

 An EPIC spokesman said the boycott will continue until
more assurances come from Intel addressing privacy concerns.
 
_'Big Brother' inside?_

 Intel has pushed the tracking technology as a way to
foster e-commerce and other online activities. Companies
could require remote users to use the technology, while
banks may offer more features to its customers that have
processor IDs turned on. The ID could also help enable the
ultimate in software copy protection, tying applications to
a specific machine.  It would also offer Intel a competitive
advantage over other processor manufacturers.

 But groups including the American Civil Liberties Union
raised red flags over the technology, saying it could be
used to track consumers over the Internet. Intel has said
it has no plans to match the processor IDs with names in a
database.

-------------------------------------------------------------



Australia:
-------------------------------------------------------------

_Coalition fears malicious claims_

27th Jan 99  

THE NSW Coalition has vowed to overhaul the Education Department unit
responsible for removing as many as 200 teachers and support staff from
schools for paedophilia or sexual misconduct against students. 

Outlining one of its State election education policies, the Coalition
said it would review the operation of the Case Management Unit, set 
up in the wake of the Wood royal commission to investigate 
allegations of paedophilia in schools. 

In a letter to the NSW Teachers Federation outlining its plans, the
Coalition pledged to review the CMU amid concerns innocent teachers 
had been the target of false accusations. 

Opposition education spokesman Stephen O'Doherty said the unit's
investigators lacked adequate legal training and there were 
lengthy delays in finalising matters. 

"Poor investigative techniques and delays are neither in the interests
of victims nor of those accused," Mr O'Doherty said in the letter. 

"We have also been concerned about the possibility of innocent teachers
being targets for false accusations for malicious reasons. 

"I am pleased to confirm that in government we will conduct a full
review of the operation of the Case Management Unit, its guidelines 
and procedures."

The policy reflects complaints that the Teachers Federation has levelled
against the CMU ever since it was set up two years ago. 

By October last year, the CMU had sacked 194 teachers and support staff
from NSW schools and placed them on the department's not-to-be-employed
list after allegations against them of sexual misconduct were proven. 

Of the 194 staff members, 59 were permanent teachers, 96 were casual
teachers, 11 were school support staff and 28 were volunteers, 
tutors or student teachers. 

Department assistant director-general Gillian Shadwick said a further
13 staff had been sacked and placed on the not-to-be-employed list 
in the past two months. 

An analysis of the 124 cases finalised in the last six weeks of 
school last year November 10 to December 21  found 45 took longer 
than six months. 

Of those, 26 were substantiated, which led to 13 staff being sacked,
seven facing other disciplinary procedures and six being monitored 
for at least four terms. 

Of the 28 investigations that took between four and six months, 
six were substantiated and 22 were unsubstantiated. 

Of the 51 investigations that took less than three months to 
finalise, four were substantiated. 

Ms Shadwick said the Case Management Unit received up to 15 
complaints a week about suspected child sexual abuse.  

-------------------------------------------------------------




'Someone' writes:
-------------------------------------------------------------

Here is an excerpt from the article I have (Note that parts 
of it remain illegible due to the sorry quality of the text 
scanner I used; see last paragraph, specifically). This is a 
very big article, so I will definitely either present an 
edited version, or learn how to compress such files (like the 
folks at the Chomsky site -- www.worldmedia.com/archive) and 
not lose their quality. If you know of any way I can get the 
original article, minus the illegibilities, I would be very 
interested.  Anyway, the article:

--------------------------------------------
The Hysteria Grows as Corporate Europe Rises 
--------------------------------------------

Civil liberties in Europe are fast proving to be intellectual 
artifacts rather than 'rights' upon which those who express 
unpopular ideas can rely. As the corporatization of Europe 
proceeds via the European Commission, so one sees, as in the 
U.S., the familiar tactic by the power elite (which includes
politicians, corporate policy makers and their think tanks, 
[and] bureaucrats and their cohorts in the media) of 
scapegoating. 

It should come as no surprise that 'paedophilia' and 'child 
pornography' have become popular scapegoats throughout the 
world, given the vast resources poured into demonizing this 
area of sexuality. Scapegoating, here, serves diverse functions. 
First, legislative, criminalogical and judicial obsession 
with these topics serve to divert public attention from the 
very palpable corporate greed which continues to dictate social 
and economic policy. Here the media is complicit, in part 
because pandering to public fears, insecurities and prurience 
means sales in both the print and electronic media; in part 
because reporting official propaganda 
  
[not legible here]on~uro 'nooo~a' to tho contors of power;~ond. 
In North America the major media are owned by some of the very
corporations that should be exposed. 

'Someone'
----------------------------------------------------------------
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* USA:  Court upholds Maine's psuedo child pornography law
* UK:  Mensa accused over child porn article in newsletter
* UK: Humorous column in 'Hospital Doctor' banned over joke.
* Greece: School's out for the kids of Greece - riots and demos
* USA:  New net censorship legislation expected
* Japan: Internet crime statistics
* Australia: Gay quotes book causes "child porn" storm
* UK:  New Labour plans to put teen mothers in hostels
* Book note




USA:
-----------------------------------------------------------

 _Court upholds Maine's psuedo child pornography law_

_January 30, 1999_

PORTLAND, Maine (AP) -- A federal appeals court has upheld
a federal law that makes it illegal to possess indecent 
computer images that look like people under 18. On Friday,
a U.S. attorney said it is the first time the law has been 
upheld. 

This week's decision in Boston overturned the ruling of a
lower court judge who declared the law unconstitutional. 

The law targets computer technology that can be used to
alter an innocent image of a child into an indecent 
picture of a child. Under the law, it is illegal to 
possess images regardless of whether they show a real 
child or a montaged image. 

U.S. District Judge Gene Carter had ruled March 30 that the
law was unconstitutionally vague in the case against a
Norway, Maine, man.

Reversing Carter's decision, the appeals court said the law
is not so vague that a person could not understand what
is illegal under the law. 

"A jury must decide, based on the totality of the
circumstances, whether a reasonable unsuspecting viewer
would consider the depiction to be of an actual individual
less than 18," Judge Hugh Brownes wrote for the 1st 
Circuit Court of Appeals. 

Because of Wednesday's ruling, McCloskey said his office
would pursue charges against David [...], 48, of Norway,
who was charged with possession of pseudo child pornography. 

Hilton characterized himself as an anti-pornography
crusader and met with FBI and Customs officials on a number
of occasions to discuss material that was sent to him via
the Internet. 

Hilton said he was not aware of the ruling and would have
to talk to his lawyer. 

The federal law is also the subject of an appeal in
California after a judge ruled the law is constitutional.
The defendant appealed to the 9th Circuit Court of Appeals,
which has not yet ruled.

-------------------------------------------------------------

  [ So it looks like this is another one that will go all
    the way to the Supreme Court. ]


UK:
-------------------------------------------------------------

31 January 1999

_Mensa accused over child porn article in newsletter_

 MENSA, the society for people with high IQs, has had its
cerebral image shaken after a recent edition of the
newsletter Satyricon - circulated to Mensa members - 
included an article calling for child pornography to be 
legalised, and a contact list of members seeking partners 
for sado-masochism and other fetishes.

 A London law firm, Stephens Innocent, warned Mensa in 1997
that the newsletter could attract the attentions of Scotland
Yard's Paedophile and Child Pornography Unit, risking an 
embarrassing raid that would give the press "a field day". 
The solicitors advised Mensa to "de-recognise" the newsletter 
as soon as possible.

 Newsletters are published by Mensa for members who have
joined one of its 120 "special interest groups". In October
last year a letter was circulated to the board claiming
that the "offensive" newsletter was falling into the hands
of members under 18, known within the society as "Bright 
Sparks".

 The newsletter's secretary, Frank Mitchell, said that the 
newsletter was "not a sex ring but a discussion group for 
people with similar interests".

 He insisted that his own interest in unconventional sexual
practices was "scientific" and said he was "fascinated by
the psychology of fetishes". He added: "The newsletter's
circulation is strictly controlled. I have got nothing to
conceal. I would be only too pleased to talk to the police
and get guidelines from them."

 The child pornography article, in the July 1998 issue and
entitled 'Kiddi-porn', was suggesting de-criminalisation 
as a way of reducing the problem, he said.

 Pam Ford, who resigned as board member in charge of the
newsletter groups in November last year, made a complaint 
to the police on Friday and handed over three recent 
copies of the newsletter. "I am extremely concerned that 
the board has ignored advice from members and lawyers that 
this newsletter should be de-recognised," she said.

 Ian Hadley, the chief executive officer, said the
nine-strong Mensa board was aware of "the particularly
contentious problem of the newsletter" and was planning to
discuss its future at a meeting next month.

 Sir Clive Sinclair, Ms Baxter's predecessor as Mensa
chairman, said he had not seen the newsletter.

------------------------------------------------------------

   [ Sounds like a nasty case of internal politics to me. ]




UK:
------------------------------------------------------------

26 Jan 99

[... from a comment column]

 A humorous column in the medical press has been banned. 

If bad taste jokes are common in the world at large, they 
are more or less ubiquitous among doctors, who need to be 
robust about the macabre, and often do it by joking about 
the patient whose leprous finger dropped into the tea,
or the one who pushed a milk bottle up his bottom ("You
see, doctor, I slipped on the doorstep in my dressing 
gown."). It is absurd to suggest that the quality of 
professional care is diminished by the ribald talk in 
the pub after work; it would be nearer the mark to 
think that black humour makes it easier to do the job.

The column in the magazine Hospital Doctor, supposedly 
the diary of a fictitious registrar, Dave Grout, has 
caused a fuss by going into the fraught area of
paedophilia. 

In one of Grout's adventures he gatecrashed a dinner 
party and gave an 11-year old girl - "a decent bit of 
totty, obviously fancies my pants off" - vodka and 
marijuana, failing to seduce her only because she 
started vomiting.

The column was quickly axed, and a line of the usual
suspects eagerly began giving their condemnations to 
the newspapers.

------------------------------------------------------------




Greece:
------------------------------------------------------------

_School's out for the kids of Greece_

28th Jan 1999

 School is definitely out for the kids of Greece: pens, set 
squares and rough books have been exchanged for petrol 
bombs and face masks as a wave of pupils strikes and school 
occupations has rocked the country. Pupils and teachers 
have joined forces to oppose implementation of the 2525/97 
Act - which seeks to link education directly to the needs 
and fluctuations of the capitalist economy - with a torrent 
of actions resulting in imprisonments and a hunger strike.

The offending Act, introduced nearly a year ago and billed
as "a broad reform of the education system" means, in 
reality, intensification, rivalry and total loss of free 
time for children and college students.

First to react were teachers culminating in four days 
serious rioting in many Greek cities - activist Costas 
Mitropetros was among those arrested.

Pupils then occupied over 1000 schools in December. The 
government hoped the children would 'get it out of their 
systems' by the time of the Christmas holidays. By
mid-January, however, 800 schools are still occupied
and the government began prosecuting pupils.

Starting on January 15th, demonstrations swept almost 
every Greek city; in Athens 25,000 people protested and 
14 arrests were made, including Vasilis Evangelidis, 30, 
an unemployed teacher.

On January 19th, as demostrations continued across the 
country, Vasilis announced that he had started a hunger 
strike, protesting at false charges, including arson. He 
stated: "What is most important today is the continuation 
of the struggle, the solidarity with the occupied schools, 
the coming together and the communication of all people 
in struggle."

On the 21st Jan, over 40 activists were arrested, mostly 
in Athens and Patras, and bailed till February. The 
demonstrations show no signs of abating.

--

Greek activists are urging counterparts in other countries 
to organise solidarity actions: publicity is paramount. 
Solidarity e-mails/faxes and/or messages for prisoners are
urgently requested; send to +30 31 257364 or nautilus@otenet.gr 
and they'll be passed on. Continuously faxing the Ministry 
of Justice at +30 1 779 6055 might upset those in high 
places. So don't do it.

------------------------------------------------------------




USA:
------------------------------------------------------------

 _New net censorship legislation expected_

Jan 26, 1999

Dozens of technology-related bills are expected this year.

Several bills related to Internet privacy have been
introduced and that area is expected to be a particularly
hot topic. Encryption, telecommunications reform,
electronic commerce, and bills involving legal liability
and the like associated with the year-2000 computer bug all
are likely to be debated -- and perhaps approved -- by the
U.S. House of Representatives and Senate. 

[snip]
The issue of filtering online content for children has come
up again, with the reintroduction of legislation that did
not survive the last congressional session. Senators John
McCain, R-Ariz., and Ernest Hollings, D-S.C., already
touched off the first of what promises to be a series of
debates regarding online censorship with the Childrens'
Internet Protection Act. The legislation is intended to
protect minors from "sexually explicit and other harmful
material" when they use the Internet at schools and
libraries.

Schools that receive universal service discounts to help
with the cost of Internet connectivity would be required to
use content filters or blocking technology on computers to
keep children from obtaining information online that is
deemed harmful. Libraries would have to use filtering on at
least one computer so that machines could be used by
children. Schools and libraries would be required to
certify that they use a filtering system in order to obtain
universal service funds.

[snip]
Senator Burns intends to introduce an online privacy bill that
would make the Child Online Protection Act (COPA) more
comprehensive, the aide in his office said. The COPA was 
approved last legislative session, but its enactment has
been held up in a court challenge, challenged in court 
by the American Civil Liberties Union and other plaintiffs 
who are arguing that it's unconstitutional to restrict 
the content commercial Web sites can provide to minors. 
Such action illegally restricts free speech, the plaintiffs 
argue. 

Like the debate that probably will occur over the new
content filtering bill, those opposed to COPA contend that
it is impossible to judge what might be harmful to minors
based on a community standard given the tremendous
variation in what is tolerated from community to community
in the United States, and considering the global nature of
the Internet.

The federal judge in the case is expected to rule on
whether an injunction should be imposed forbidding its
enactment on constitutional grounds by Feb. 1. Senator
Burns is among the lawmakers who have said they are closely
watching the debate as it unfolds in court.

------------------------------------------------------------



Japan: Statistics:
------------------------------------------------------------

29 Jan 99

 The National Police Agency report released Thursday 
revealed that the number of people arrested in connection 
with all computer-related crimes hit a record high of 58, 
almost double the figure for 1997. 

Four crimes were reported and four arrests made in 1995, 
18 crimes and 26 arrests in 1996 and 22 crimes and 30 
arrests in 1997, the officials said. 

------------------------------------------------------------

  [ So we can count all internet-related convictions on 
    the fingers of one hand, eh? :) ]



Australia:
------------------------------------------------------------

_Gay quotes book causes "child porn" storm_

31 Jan 99

  A new book by a leading Australian publisher has sparked
outrage among church groups, politicians and child welfare
charity groups

They have slammed The Little Book Of Gay Love, published 
by Penguin. 

The pocket-sized book contains quotes from various people
throughout history telling of the "experience of being gay,
the pleasures and tenderness, the secrecy and the pain". 

One quote, from playwright Joe Orton, tells readers to "try
a boy for a change, you're a rich man, you can afford the
luxuries of life".

Another states: "I could not make love to boys without
loving them". 

Yet another says: "A thing of beauty is a boy forever". 

The book will go on sale tomorrow in book stores for $4.95
a copy.

However, the SA Attorney-General, Mr Griffin, warned the
book could be illegal under State laws.

"Under the Summary Offences Act it is an offence to sell,
supply or possess child pornography," he said.

"If this book, with its references to paedophilia, could be
defined as child pornography then an offence would be
committed.

"Anyone concerned about the book should contact the police
or the Classification Board of South Australia."

Chair of the Children's Interest Bureau Board, Ms Anne
Skipper, called on the State Government to ban the book. 

Catholic Church spokesman, Father Maurice Shinnick, said
the book's paedophilia statements were extremely offensive. 

Ms Joanne Fowler, the founder of support group Survivor's
Secrets, said some of the statements in the book
legitimised the sexual abuse of children and were very
offensive.

A Penguin Books Australia spokeswoman said the book was not
cleared by the Commonwealth Classifications Board because
all the quotes had been readily available for years.

------------------------------------------------------------

   [ Predictable, and a sign of the way the anti-paedo 
     hysteria is being used in Australia as a front for
     a poisionous homophobia. ]


UK: 
------------------------------------------------------------

_Labour plans to put teen mothers in hostels_

TEENAGE mothers face being housed in specialist hostels, 
under plans being considered by Downing Street. 

Tony Blair's "social exclusion unit" is examining
controversial proposals to encourage young women with
babies to live together in blocks, attached to job 
clubs, as part of its investigation into teenage pregnancy. 

They follow the row over Home Secretary Jack Straw's 
call for teenage mothers to give their children up 
for adoption. 

The proposal is part of a wide-ranging inquiry into teenage
pregnancy, which is expected to report in the spring. Mr
Blair ordered the investigation because Britain has the
highest rate in Western Europe, double Germany's, four
times France's and seven times that in the Netherlands. 

Mr Blair's advisers are believed to want teenage mothers 
to live in hostels in order to help re-integrate them 
into society.

--------------------------------------------------------

  [ Just another aspect of the ongoing war on the rights
    of young people, which is the natural flipside of the
    attack on child-loving. ]


Book notes:
--------------------------------------------------------

"Millennium Girls : Today's Girls Around the World"
by Sherrie A. Inness

Subjects: Girls; Social conditions; Sociology; Social Science

Publisher: Rowman & Littlefield
January 1999
ISBN: 0847691373

--------------------------------------------------------------
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'Christin' writes:
----------------------------------------------------------------------

Hi ASGL,

Happy new year! I hope that all of you had wonderful holidays? Tonight
you should flirt with your Satellite TV-receivers: today and tomorrow
on German TV station "VOX": David Hamilton's "Tender Cousins" night
(Saturday, 30/0199 at 23:05 and Sunday, 31/01/99: 0:55).

:-) greetings,

'Christin'
----------------------------------------------------------------------

   [ Sorry I couldn't get this message out earlier - many the
     channel will repeat it again ? ]



'Sunstorm' writes:
----------------------------------------------------------------------

I wrote the following to a friend of mine about a little girl I knew many
years ago. I decided to share it here:

As far as Heather goes, no, I never took a picture of her, which I regret
to this day. She was skinny and had long brown-blond hair, and freckles and
blue eyes, and she was full of hell, and she was sensuous and loyal and
tough and wonderful, and I will love the memory of her until the day I die.
She was my first: Nabakov's "initial girl child" who made me understand
what I was and what I am.

I feel like we were meant to be together, and if I ever have another life,
I want to meet her again and make love to her a thousand times. Who knows,
maybe in a past life we _were_ lovers. Thing of it is, it was NOT _she_
that hurt me. it was the people around her. She was young, what could she
do, but go along with it? No, it wasn't her fault at all, and I hold
nothing against her. She was loyal to the end and told only the truth, did
not make anything up.

I have a seashell on my dresser. One day on the beach as we walked along,
she picked up this small, beautiful shell, and said "Oh, look at this!". I
kept it, and it sits there. Funny thing is though, I seem to remember
taking that shell down to the beach and flinging it into the water, so I
don't really know: maybe at the last minute I changed my mind. Is that the
shell she had? If not, where did i get it from? It's something I'll never
remember. What I will remember is sitting next to the water on a foggy day,
nobody around us, her small body against mine, rubbing her back and neck,
and gently kissing the side of her neck from behind, and her telling me to
keep rubbing after I'd stopped. "It feels good," she said.

I believe she was one-in-a-million, a girl who, if I'd been able to know
her long enough, would have let me get closer and closer to her. I think in
time, a year or two, we could have been truly intimate. I believe, given
our relationship, and how sensuous she was, that she would have trusted me
enough to let me do anything I wanted. It felt so natural when we were
together, the touching, the little kisses, the closeness. She wasn't guilty
about it, it was just part of the fun we had.

The still pictures and movies of her keep running in my mind. I hear her
quick laugh, watch her run away from me while I chase her, her towel flying
behind her like a cape, I feel my heart pound as she sits next to me on our
towel on the beach, my hands on her flat chest, unable to believe how lucky
I am to have this one-time stranger, this golden child I'd  met only a
couple weeks back, sitting here letting me love her this way. It was the
happiest time of my life, to be followed by the absolutely worst time of my
life. It seems like the gods want to even it out: if you are greatly happy,
then you must also suffer greatly, and they will see to it that you do.

'Sunstorm'
-------------------------------------------------------------------



'Rational' writes:
-------------------------------------------------------------------

Hi all!

Especially to 'Sunstorm':

I nearly had a heart attack when I read your fictional news clipping. First
I thought I had finally got crazy and psychiatrists were right that we are
mentally ill. Then I read the date and thought that either I had travelled
in time, or to a better planet. Then I realised it was fictional and my
health came back but, shamely, reality did too...

I completely agree with Desire in what he tells to Soft_&_Gentle. And it is
valid for every gl in the world. If we don't appreciate the little we have,
then what is left?... I wouldn't change an instant view of Y.'s eyes or an
instant touch of D.'s little hands for anything. Well, if the situation was
different, I'd prefer... *********** <self-censorship> :) but it isn't.

'Rational'
-------------------------------------------------------------------



'Romantico' writes:
-------------------------------------------------------------------

Hello!

I am a Spanish man in the late thirties. It's the first time that I 
write something for the list; I usually read the messages and I enjoy 
them very much. When I have read the sending I feel that I'd like to 
participate but, alas! I am handicapped because my level of active 
English is weak.

I would like intervening in the controversial issues; but I am afraid to 
introduce misunderstandings or grammatical mistakes.

In reference to my tastes, I like also girls very young, but also mature 
women. I am fascinated with the ''eidos''(the specific shape) of 
feminity, and in the first youht I can appreciate the beauty ''in statu 
nascendi''. They have (the girls about 12-14 y.o.) the charm of the 
river's sources. But, a difference of others participants, I don't 
intend too seriously navigate those early flows; perhaps some creatures 
belong, by nature, to the fantasy realm.

Reading many of the messages and comments I have found that there are 
inherent contradictions in this type of sensual desires. I am involved, 
also, in those dilemmas, with its quota of suffering. Therefore, I'd 
like participating although it's difficult for me because here, 
fortunately, the level of expression is very high.

One of the questions that are recurrent it's the type of contact (or 
relationship) that it's legitimate/illegitimate (in ethical terms) or 
it's prudent/imprudent (because the consequences).

It seems clear that watching without spacial proximity or with 
dissimulation bring us no problems. But the girl lover expects one 
interchange with the girl he/she loves in the first sight and here is 
the emotional problem. He depends of something perfectly contingent: 
the girl reactions. In Spain on say that ''there are glances that 
murder''. ["if looks could kill"]

Sihme made one interesting classification of the possible situations:

- There's not reaction. The watched girl doesn't bother to determine her 
admirer. Normally he feels that belongs to the ground of the painting 
and that doesn't deserve one simple glance.

- Negative reaction. The girl shows she is disgusted whit the interest 
she cause in the 'voyeur'. This rejecting it's also bad for the 
self-esteem of the lover.

- Positive, apparently, reaction. It is the ideal but here the fantasy 
can distort the reality perception and the no reasonable hopes are soon 
frustrated. Briefly, the final result can be unhappiness.

Wouldn't more intelligent enjoy the vision without expectations of, en 
Sihme words, ''good response'' from the girl?

'Romantico'
-------------------------------------------------------------



'Sanctuary' writes:
-------------------------------------------------------------

I simply must tell you all about little Ar...

She is the sister of a friend of the girl next door and
she is SO beautiful and friendly. She saw me riding
my bicycle to the store yesterday and asked me if
she could go along. Of course I smiled broadly and
said an emphatic yes! But when she asked her big
sister she said no :-( I have had controversies with
the big sister in the past and was hoping that this was
not a result of that.

Later that day I saw Ar... in the yard and she said
hello and smiled at me right away. Then she asked
if she could come over and play ;-) <yes> My
daughter is recovering from an illness and so couldn't
join us but we managed just fine without her. <hehe>
We pretended we were married and hopped into
a disabled van and went to the beach. I pushed her
on the swing and even got to kiss her on the side of
her face a couple of times. She never resisted me and
always remained happy.

About half way through our playtime she reminded me 
that there was a rapist on the loose but that she knew
that I was not going to hurt her and I told her that I 
liked her and would never hurt her. She smiled and we 
continued our games until dark. 

I haven't had a day like that in a long, long time and it 
looks like it could possibly happen again. I just hope 
she and my daughter get along or she has the guts to 
play with me anyway.

'Sanctuary'
-------------------------------------------------------------



'Surgeboy' writes:
---------------------------------------------------------------

Has anyone else seen a copy of "Bambini"? I think "Vogue" comes 
out with it.  I think it is worth a look. I know that it is 
referred to in the Fresh Petals web site.

  [ Yes, there is a Vogue Bambini FAQ on the Fresh 
    Petals web site ]

Speaking of magazines, I saw an issue of "Village Voice"
early last year with a very sexy picture of a young girl on the
cover.  She was in the nude and it was for a cover story about
'Art vs. Porn'.  It was available around March of 1998.

   [ I think it was discussed here when it came out ]

--

'Sihme' wanted to know where I got my "alternative" history from.

Sorry, Sihme, but I don't buy into to all this "new age" stuff.
My information has and always will come from God's word.
I am an incurrable Christian who is very tired of all those Bible
thumpers who ruin it for all the 'serious' Christians.

When people "play church" they just muddy up the truth so no one
else can see it.  As for the New Age groups, well, I think they
grew tired of this "playing church" and moved away.  Unfortunately,
they chose to move away from God's word, the Holy Bible.

When I can, I'll try to document this if you wish to know more.

--

I would like to share a little about myself.

I work for McDonald's (known for its child-friendly atmosphere).

A lot of LG's come in every day and I try to spend a little time
with some of them.

There is one in particular named 'Carly' with beautiful brown
eyes that I think 'Aladdin Truelove' would just die to meet.
I know where she lives but, I haven't got the courage to visit yet.

While she's not my 'ideal' girl, I am extremely taken by her open
friendship with me.  Her parents have told me that she refers to
me as an 'uncle'.  Gush!

Sadly, I have a problem.  I would love to be in bed with 'Carly'
or many of the other girls that come into my store every day.
However, reality remains fixed against me.  As such, it upsets
me to see a girl that truly excites me that I cannot say
or do anything with.  Arrgghh!  I try to share some time with the
girls I can safely approach, but I would rather come right out
and make myself clear.  Just looking from a distance is mere 
torture.  That's why I try to avoid many contacts if I can help it.
It's not healthy to beat yourself up over what will not be.

We must still dream, but remember that a dream can vanish at the
first ray of morning light.

--

'Sunstorm', I loved your piece.  Never give up the fight!


'Surgeboy'
---------------------------------------------------------------




'Simon' writes:
---------------------------------------------------------------

'Rational' wrote:
>BTW, now that you know I live south of Tropic of Cancer, I gotta tell you
>that weather here is delightful! Winter is not only mild, it's real warm.
>And there is not one cloud in the sky. And cute lgs dress like in June...
>Hope I made you a bit jealous... 

A BIT????? GRRRRRRR!!! It will be -5 to -10 (!!!minus!!!) degrees here 
in Germany this weekend! Me Desire and some others will freeze just 
as the girls to! To make a long story short: The word JEALOUS is 
far to weak to describe my feelings! ;-)

Hugging all, 

lucky 'Simon'

PS: Did anyone have a look at my site, yet? I expected to receive 
comments about it via e-mail.
-----------------------------------------------------------------



'Mach 1' writes:
-----------------------------------------------------------------

Hi people!

I have some new reflections based on my experiences and comments 
made by 'Desire'.

I had many unpleasant moments to witness Val's mother being intolerant, 
yelling and punishing her for so little. The day before Val was to be 
sent to her dad, her mother overslept and didn't wake her up in time and 
for this reason Val didn't want to go to school any more that day. The 
one-month punishment she received actually lasted 2 weeks. Her mother 
"negotiated" a way to set her free. I don't know what kind of deal it 
was. Anyway, worse than not allowing the child to express her feelings 
is not letting her have those feeling at all, especially when they don't 
match the expectation of the adults.

It's not fair - it implies that she has to learn to be false and a 
hypocrite, exactly the opposite of what makes a child so enchanting 
to us.

Another point I'd like to highlight is what I consider a reason for so 
many severe punishments we use to see. We live in a world of rules and 
they are the bases of our society. We know that many times we break some 
of these rules and we can be punished for that. It creates a sort of 
psychological stress that accumulates a feeling of guilt. What most 
parents don't understand is that when their children break some rule, 
there is no mercy, they think they have to be punished anyway. The 
parents own feelings of guilt and frustrations are then unfairly 
discharged on their little ones till the limits of the intolerance. 
That's why the reprehension is so often exaggerated and painful for the 
weakest and defenseless ones. 

I feel myself blessed for having conscience of that and being able to 
understand and accept the weakness of every human being, especially 
children. The practice has shown the good results I have had with my own 
son. I never punished him but I show my disapproval when he is way off 
in something. I accept him to point my errors too and we never have 
problems in our relationship. My wife shows herself a little bit jealous 
because she doesn't receive the same respect and attention from our son 
and other children.

We know why, don't we?

'Mach I'
--------------------------------------------------------------------



'?' writes:
--------------------------------------------------------------------

These are the movie reviews by 'doggystyle'.  They are her opinion of 
movies, and not mine, although in the past I've discussed movies with 
her. ;)

--

Beau Pere 1981 color French  some nudity unrated

 A lame french version of the lolita story - the mother dies in an
accident, and the guy is left to care for his 14 (why are ALL
the girls in these movies ALWAYS 14?) years old step dauther who is 
attracted to him(God knows why because he is such a wimp). He puts up a 
fight(naturally), but is soon succumbs to the relentless attacks of the 
more mature and self-assured girl. The story is told from the point of 
view of several people directly talking to the camera. The melancholic 
piano soundtrack soon becomes annoying and so does the predictable story 
line. Nothing to really get excited about.  It's your call.      

--

 Christina F, 13 years old prostitute and a drug user 1978? Germany? 
color

 With a name like THAT, you get the 70s version of the lost generation 
of bored kids looking for the next high. It was a big thing back when it 
first came out. Christina shoots heroin, whores  for the next high, has 
an overdoze, ets... Rather outdated now. It's funny how no matter what 
is happening, the actress NEVER changes her facial expression-weird.

--
 
  Heavenly Creatures 1994 New Zeland color unrated

Based on the true story of two teen girls growing up during the 1950s 
in New Zeland. They become the best of friends and would do ANYTHING to 
stay together when their parents grow concerned over the more-than-close 
relationship and try to separate them. The story starts cute and light 
but it increasingly grows more sinister and ends tragickly. Superbly 
written and Melanie  Lynskey is perfect as the obsessive teen. Definetly 
get it. One of the girls is played by young Kate Winslet.

--
   Kids 1995 USA, color, sexual situations, unrated.

Another "controversial" independently made movie about the life of teen 
kids in the 1990s New York. Shot in an amasing documentary style, the 
kids are allowed to talk the way they talk in real life and do the 
things they do- going to parties, scoring drugs and hunting the opposite 
sex. Its is the story if a boy who is trying to deflower 3 virgins in 
one day, but the life in the fast line has caught up with him already. 
Most adults usually hate it, so that's a recommendation enough for me. 

--

  Lawn Dogs 1997 USA color unrated

Starting Mischa Barton and Sam Rockwell 
The parents of a 10 years old girl move to a new neiborhood and she 
strikes an unusual relationship with the town's loner. Naturally, when 
discovered the consequences are severe. Shows how hypocritical human 
society is and how people would simply rush to judgement. I don't 
want to repeat myself here so just go and and you should be able to 
find it.

--

Lolita 1997 USA color

Horrible adaptation of the Nabokov book. jeremy Irons and Melanie 
Griffin?

Ha-ha...The silly puritanistic Americans didn't even want to release 
this piece of....in USA, actually that's a good thing, they spared LOTS 
of people the pain of watching this piece of garbage. Do NOT waste your 
time or your money.

--

  Pippi Longstockins 1972 Swetzerland color unrated

I know, I know, it's a children's movie, but so what? Pippy STILL rules
for me. With those freckls, red hair, long stockings, boots and big 
smile, she is the first genuine punk chick. Try to remmember how as a 
child you were able to enjoy things without intelectualizing them, and 
you might just get into this, too. Inger Nilsson stars and she is the 
perfect Pippi. So there. 

--

Pretty Baby. 1978 USA color main point of interest is Brooke Shields 
running around nude. 

 Poor Brooke Shields. Exploited by her mommy and made to take all her 
clothes off at the tender age of 11 for this... ahem movie. She cannot 
ACT her way out of a paper bag, but that is NOT why we are ALL watching 
this ...ahem movie, right?? Enough said.

--

 The Proffessional 1992 USA color 

The bloody story of the unlikely relationship between a hired killer
and girl left alone by her parents. Not great, it's technically an 
action movie but I'd watch Natalie Portman in just about ANYTHING, wait, 
except the upcoming Star Wars "prequel" - I draw the line at such 
things.

--
 
  36 Fillette 1988 French not rated.  nudity and sexual situations

 Written by a woman, this story is about the sexual awakening of a 14 
years old girl. While vacationing at the sea with her family, she meets 
an older, seen-it-all man. He is sarcastically tired, she is a teen 
wakarie. They immediatly attract but cannot consume their relationship 
due to the society's ridicilous rules. The young acterss Delphine 
Zentour is sassy and brash. Wish I had more to say about it-just go and 
find it.

--

To Kill a Mocking Bird. 1963? USA B&W not rated

The old Harper Lee tale of racial prejudice in The South. The point of 
the story has always been Scout, and the girl paying her does a first 
rate job. Mature beyond her years, inquisitive, smart, the little 
actress whose name is Mary Badham is a pleasure to watch. Wish i knew 
where she acted next. 

--------------------------------------------------------------------



'Ian' writes:
--------------------------------------------------------------------

Hello,

A few topics today:
>VANCOUVER, British Columbia (AP) -- ........ "There is no evidence 
>that demonstrates a significant increase in the danger 
>to children caused by pornography," ruled Duncan Shaw, 
>a justice of British Columbia's Supreme Court. He said 
>the section of the Criminal Code that outlaws possession 
>of child pornography is invalid because it violates 
>charter provisions guaranteeing freedom of thought, 
>belief, opinion and expression. 

Finally, someone STANDS up like a man and sticks up for our cause, God 
bless his soul!! We NEED more of this, ESPECially by authorities, 
psycologists, and other high ranking individuals, along with other 
members of society.

>Sharpe defended himself in the case. He argued the 
>sections of the code dealing with the possession of 
>pornography violate his rights of privacy and freedom.

Another person with balls!! Damn, we should ALL be doing this!! Thats 
the best way to make a difference folks!!

>Prosecutors argued that allowing people to possess 
>child pornography puts children at risk from pedophiles. 

>But Justice Shaw said the contention that materials 
>depicting sex with children actually prompt people to 
>commit such acts was "only assumption."  

Listen to that all you ignorant right wing extremists, religious 
zealots, and self fullfilling politicians!! Its only fri**in sex, what 
the hell is the problem?  Sh=t!! Sex offences decreased in Denmark and 
Japan after porn was more available!!!

********   "The intrusion into freedom of expression and the right of 
privacy is so profound that it is not outweighed by the 
limited beneficial effects of the prohibition," Shaw 
wrote.  *******

YES YES YES!!! This shall be our motto for child sex and porn/erotica!  
Dont suppress everyones lives into the gound for VERY limited benefits!! 
Thats like outlawing cars because of a few accidents- pure bullshit! If 
the people want it, and theres no harm in and of itself- let them 
fricken have it!! It should be pro-individuals-choice! Outlaw serious 
stuff like GUNs- they are only meant for one thing: to fu*kin KILL 
people- the worst crime of ALL!! 

**This quote above by an official is amazing!, makes one optimistic, and 
is a stimulant to get up off our ass, gather with others, and be 
political activists and make things change. We ARE Society and should 
stick up for what we believe in and not be suppressed.  ****   Others in 
society dont need to do what we do, but just as we allow others their 
interests and rights, they should honor ours!! Lets do it together!!  
*****

Damn man, this is the stuff that should be coming from NL, Denmark, 
Sweden etc!!! Good Stuff, and I hope it gets much press, makes people 
think, and makes other nations change their policy including Canada. Can 
you imagine if it would be legal (again) ? That would be great :)  I can 
see that in the old days there was some abuse which is why there is all 
these laws and hysteria. But now people shouldn't carry on with the 
opposite extreme! People are realizing now though that se* and p*rn can 
be beneficial and positive even with young people. They could just 
prosecute in cases of abuse. It shows you that there are others that 
agree, even nonpedos, even authorities !! and changes can only be 
made if people gather in numbers and positions of authority and 
stick up for what they believe in!!  

>The ruling is not binding in other cases until it has 
>been upheld by the Supreme Court of Canada. 

>The provincial attorney general, Ujjal 
>Dosanjh, said he needed time to study the ruling 
>before commenting or deciding on an appeal.

SEND those letters & faxes, call those politicians, it is worth the 
effort and money even if your not a Canadian!!! When situations like 
this come up, this our chance to join in and help to make a difference!! 
Dont sit there, do it!!! In the near future, I may be posting some 
valuable political and legal contacts!! PLEASE make use of them!

Damn Im good! :) I should be president... theres a thought!

We need to influence current politicians, but also become politicians,   
psycologists, judges, doctors etc  OURselves and create our society 
instead of being controlled by it!!! (more on this in a bit)

--

I think it would be a good idea and invaluable to have a section perhaps 
in Fresh Petals or other location (any takers?) for some real world 
resources (relating to girl loving issues....)  such as law, 
alternate book stores, politicians names, #s and addresses, 
organizations, freedom organizations, etc. 

--

'Surgeboy' wrote:
>Using the media wisely (literature, current events,
>film, etc.,) we could reinvent 'the pedophile' in ways
>that make a more acceptable presence in everyday life.

>Also, we could band together and become politically
>active, forcing candidates to recognize our issues.

These ideas along with those below are EXACtly what I have been posting 
in the last few months!!! Didnt yousee them? Please see archive posts 
from me if interested! Many good stimulating ideas there :)

>Naturally, we would need to know who the best targets
>are and how to use them.  Guerrilla-style tactics
>might work although there might be a few things that
>could lead to legal trouble.  It would be best to use
>methods that would allow our targets to 'hang themselves'
>with their own incompetence.

Actually, it would be best not to use just ONE safe method. We need to 
use various strategies to accomplish goals and various areas to apply 
our efforts - lobbying, the media, becoming a politician, and 

*** staging a well organized conference as a world tour including 
children, adults, authorities, doctors, and the public, and the media!!!  
****

>My advice is to encourage a change in attitudes using
>the resources available to us.  And if an opportunity
>conveniently comes along to undermine our enemies, we
>should consider it carefully. 

Dont WAIT for a fu*ken convenient opportunity!!! Do it now, sh*t we'll 
never get anything accomplished thinking like that!! (no offense)

>If one of us could somehow manage to build a very high
>popularity rating and then maintain it as we 'admit'
>our 'dark' secret, then the public might have a chance
>to see what we are REALLY like.

true for individuals, but for PRESIDENT:

It would be wiser to get well established in the position  so that you 
are "in", THEn one could work on the pedo stuff either in the open, 
and/or discreetly by (such as changing the laws, or as a judge- letting 
court cases go by and having the laws revoked like in the Canada porn 
case hopefully)

>By acting contrary to the picture most people conjure
>when they think of us, the candidate could help improve
>our public image.  Also, the candidate would also be
>able to honestly educate the public about what we are
>about and what we must suffer every day.  If we could
>actively support this person, we could push for huge
>reforms in the treatment of Gelfs.

YES, but get "candidate" out of there, insert President

>It wouldn't be easy, and the election wouldn't be in
>our favor, but if we made a few decent strides then
>perhaps it would be worth it.

WAIT till your elected. Put up a front that you want to portray as an 
image, then when you HAVE Power- use it carefully to change things 
including your image!! 

Ianthe said:
   [ I would say make it a "joke" candidate - which 
     will be how the media will present it to the 
     American public - which goes so "over the top" in
     his (her?) 'promotion of paedophilia' that it kind of 
     'flips over' from humorous satire into making a few
     sidelong serious points to those attuned enough
     to be able to pick them up. ]

I don't know, might work. But later, one could have a serious candidate 
that knew his/her shit become president and then reform things after 
elected! 

PLease, any questions/comments?  Talk to ya soon,  

Sincerely yours, 

'Ian'  :)
---------------------------------------------------------------



'n.s. aristoff' writes:
---------------------------------------------------------------

'Chuck' wrote:
>You seem to be the one to talk to about GL-type stuff. I have 
>scanned into a text file an article that appeared in Uncommon 
>Desires magazine and am seeking permission from its author, 
>n.s. aristoff, to publish it on the Net -- in audio and html 
>format -- as part of a radio-type page.
>
>'Chuck'

So what's the article?

'n.s. aristoff'
---------------------------------------------------------------




'Lumiere' writes:
----------------------------------------------------------------

Hello,

>'Desire' quoth thusly:
>It was when I was 17 or 18 years old, and realized that my youth was 
>slipping away, and thinking how little I had done in those past >years. 

A kind of early midlife crisis, I guess.

That's interesting, I am that age now, and I often get the feeling that 
the best days of my life are behind me and rather wasted.  Needless to 
say, it sort of depresses me, and only chocolate can bring me back :)  
I wonder if many others had a "midlife crisis" about this age too?  

In something related to that, I really hate birthdays now, too, because 
it drags me kicking and screaming into the next year.

>'Xalex' says:
>>'Lumiere' wrote:
>> I saw the snippet on David Eddings...
>
>Can I get permission to use your post (all of it) as a book review 
>on my web site?

Sure!  My post was roughly how the story starts, the main plot is that 
Ehlana is poisoned and they have to find a legendary magical jewel that 
is the only thing that can save her, and they have limited time.  But 
Aphrael is my favorite character, hmm, maybe I can name one of my 
daughters that...

Speaking of which, if everyone had daughters to name, what would you 
name them?  Mine'd be Kristen Alexander for one, and I don't know for 
sure about any others.

I guess that's about all for now!

'Lumiere'
-----------------------------------------------------------------



'Quilty' writes:
-----------------------------------------------------------------

OK I've calmed down about the Wonderland thing and I take it 
all back!!

No one should have to kill themselves over owning porn. I was 
upset thinking about the abused children in the tired old black
and white [1970s] hardcore stuff that has been known to appear
on certain newsgroups. The lessons are obvious: don't collect 
hardcore or trade it or talk about it on the net.

'Rational' wrote:
>- Well, here in my country the so-called most successful child soap in Latin
> America has just been released to national open TV. ... Has anyone else
watched
> this series in any of its versions?  ... The point is, a very
> good story and several beautiful girls make for a great show. Ooops, I'm
> forgetting to say its name. It's Chiquititas (Little Ones). If anyone
> knows about what I'm talking about, please write on it.
> especially the ones playing Mili and Tati for Mexico.

Yes it aired on Spanish-language tv in the USA a couple of years ago
(Galavision, I think) and I taped it every day and then fast-forwarded
through the non-orphan bits. Milli was my favorite, but I hated the
orphanage uniforms they wore! Grrrr. I dont agree that it was a
realistic show in any way, all the silly fantasy scenes and song and
dance numbers made it more like "Annie", however I'm not complaining:
there were lots of shots of the girls' dormitory.

In fact the Mexican soaps are very good at having children in major
parts. Right now there's one called "Gotita de Amor", that is a bit too
cloying for my taste. It's basically a remake of "Luz Clarita", another
sentimental load of tripe about a sweet little orphan that was the most
popular soap last year. Luz Clarita is now showing in re-reruns in the
early morning slot, formerly occupied by "Carrusel"-- another epic,
starring elementary school children, which has been shown three times
now and I have lots of favorite scenes. The first time through I was
entraced by Ludwika Paleta, the snotty rich kid (because she had the
shortest skirt), but then I discovered my real passion for Yolanda (?)
who plays Carmen.

Of course they'll never _EVER_ top "El Club de Los Tigritos" which has
fizzled away into a cartoon show, though there's every hope they'll get
a new cast and give it another season -- or simply rerun them all.

Yes, as you can see, I too have been a bit preoccupied with television.

Later

'Quilty'
-----------------------------------------------------------------------




'Jay' writes:
-----------------------------------------------------------------------

Hello... This would be my first time writing to the list. You probably 
couldn't care less, but I wanted to introduce myself. I'm so happy I 
can finally talk to other people just like me. I've been so alone, or 
I felt alone at least, for so long. But, does anybody find this weird 
or strange.. I'm quite young. I'm a male. I mean, I don't usually 
see/hear about pedophiles so young, but ya gotta start somewhere I 
guess. I work at a pedo's dream. It's kind of like a daycare center 
for kids after school and on vacations. K-5th grade. It is soooo 
nice to be there... Anyway, just wanted to say hello. Take care 
everybody...

'Jay'
---------------------------------------------------------------------



ends
